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Au Gres-Sims Receives  

Partner in Education Award from Huron Pines 
 

May 15, 2017 

AU GRES, MI – On behalf of the Au Gres-Sims School District, Superintendent Jeffrey Collier 

accepted the Partner in Education Award from Huron Pines on Friday, May 12, 2017.  The 

award was provided in recognition of the leadership role the Au Gres-Sims School District 

has taken to make the region a better place to live, work, and learn.  The awards ceremony, 

held at the Sojourn Lakeside Resort in Gaylord, Michigan, was part of the Huron Pines 

annual regional spring celebration. 

Au Gres-Sims was the first school district to ever receive the Partner in Education Award.  

Huron Pines Executive Director, Brad Jensen, explained via correspondence that each year 

the Huron Pines Board of Directors and staff members award winners in a competitive 

selection process.  Potential awardees are originally chosen based upon their local or 

national partnerships with Huron Pines and the positive impact they have had on the region 

to help advance Huron Pine’s mission and goals, which is to protect the Great Lakes by 

conserving the forests, lakes, and streams of Northeast Michigan.  Three other awards were 

also presented at the event honoring the Alpena Wildlife Sanctuary Board with the 

Conservation Partner Award; the Alcona County Road Commission with the Community 

Award; and the Michigan Community Service Commission with the Government Partner 

Award.   

Au Gres-Sims and Huron Pines have established a strong partnership for the past five years 

with a joint focus on environmental stewardship education.  This collaborative focus has 

extended into dynamic support of unique Place-based Education (PBE) and Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) experiential learning units for Au Gres-Sims 

students that are highlighted by excursions to Big Charity Island, dedicated toward 

eradicating invasive phragmite species while safeguarding the federally protected pitcher’s 

thistle, and water quality river investigations throughout the Saginaw Bay Watershed.   

Au Gres-Sims and Huron Pines are also collaboratively working with the City of Au Gres and 

the U.S. Conservation Fund’s Watershed Initiative Network (WIN) to develop an action plan 
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to create an identity and voice for the North Bay Region as part of their participation in a 

national training titled, “Balancing Nature and Commerce in Rural Communities and 

Landscapes.”   

Superintendent Jeffrey Collier stated, “Au Gres-Sims is honored to accept this award 

recognition, and remains resolved to this incredible partnership that provides sustainable 

stewardship of our precious environment while promoting incredible applied learning lessons 

for our future generations.”   
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