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Dear Parent/Guardian of PCHS Student: 

 

As part of the ongoing efforts to improve teaching, learning, and post-secondary preparation of all students, two major changes have 

been made to our handbook for the 2017-2018 school year.  These changes were developed over the course of the past school year by 

administration and faculty with feedback offered by students from all high school grade-levels.  The Board of Education approved 

these changes during the Spring 2017 semester.   

 

The first change to note is the transition from the previous grading scale to a ten-point scale.  The purpose of this change is to align 

our grading throughout the district and with post-secondary education options.  This new grading scale is also intended to provide 

clearer communication of students’ progress in their respective courses.  Full details of this scale can be found on page 34 of the 

student handbook.  For quick reference, this new scale is as follows: 

 
Interval Grade GPA 

100% - 98% A+ 4.0 

97% - 93% A 4.0 

92% - 90% A- 3.67 

89% - 88% B+ 3.33 

87% - 83% B 3.0 

82% - 80% B- 2.67 

79% - 78% C+ 2.33 

77% - 73% C 2.0 

72% - 70% C- 1.67 

69% - 68% D+ 1.33 

67% - 63% D 1.0 

62% - 60% D- 0.67 

<60% F 0.0 

 

The other pertinent change is the removal of exemptions for semester final exams.  All students at PCHS will now be required to take 

final exams for every course with the exception of second semester senior students meeting certain requirements.  Full details of this 

policy can be found on page 37 of the handbook.   

 

In prior years, students were able to exempt from exams if they achieved certain grades and maintained positive attendance.  Such 

patterns of academics and attendance are still an expectation for all students; however, exam-taking will not be contingent upon them.  

As parents/guardians of a PCHS student, we ask that you work with your child on a daily basis to ensure positive attendance and 

academic effort.  Your child should only miss school if he/she is ill and cannot participate in regular classroom activities.  If your child 

is ill and will be missing, please call the attendance line at (815)882-2800 ext. 6 prior to the start of the school day.  Failure to be 

present every day will ultimately lead to missed opportunities for learning.  Positive attendance patterns also typically result in 

positive course grades. 

 

Lastly, we are excited to announce that Putnam County Community Unit School District #535 will be launching a new website and 

app in the next month!  These resources will allow for more frequent and better communication regarding whole school events.   

 

On behalf of all faculty and staff at PCHS, I welcome you and your child to the 2017-2018 school year.  We sincerely look forward to 

teaching and learning with your child in order to maximize his/her opportunities for ongoing future success.  If you have any questions 

or concerns regarding the mentioned changes or any other matter, please contact me at theisingerc@pcschools535.org or during school 

hours at (815)882-2800 ext. 4. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Mr. Clayton J. Theisinger 

Principal 


