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Dear Parent/Guardian,

The Madison Public Schools Mathematics Department welcomes your child to Algebra 1!  In Madison,
we are focused on exploration, problem-solving, and understanding of mathematics, while ensuring
every student builds fundamental skills in mathematics. We encourage you to think of a calculator as a
learning tool – one that provides your son or daughter the ability to make important connections and
build deeper understandings.

Your child’s success is important – to you and to us. That’s why we will be using a graphing calculator as
an important component of our educational curriculum, beginning with Algebra 1.  One of the eight
New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Mathematical Practice calls for students to “use appropriate
tools strategically.”  One such tool is the graphing calculator.  Beginning with Algebra 1, the allowable
calculator on the state assessment (NJSLA-M) is the graphing calculator.  In our high school-level
courses, the functionality of a graphing calculator is an important component of the curriculum and
instruction in the classroom.  The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), the world’s
largest mathematics education organization, supports the use of calculators in the classroom.

“Technology is essential in teaching and learning mathematics; it influences the
mathematics that is taught and enhances students’ learning.”
(NCTM Principals and Standards for School Mathematics, 2000)

In order to ensure all students are prepared to meet the desired outcomes of our Algebra 1 program,
we strongly recommend that all students taking an Algebra 1 course this fall purchase a graphing
calculator.  Currently, this calculator is allowable in all of our math and science courses throughout high
school and can be used beyond high school, as well. To help guide you in purchasing the most
appropriate calculator for your student, we recommend that students acquire any Texas Instruments
graphing calculator from the TI-83 or TI-84 family. If you are purchasing a calculator new, you will most
frequently find the TI-84 Plus.  Having all students use similar calculators enables us to instruct students
on how to utilize these devices both in class, for use on the NJSLA-M, and beyond their high school
experience.

If you are unable to purchase a graphing calculator at this time, please note that we do have calculators
available to loan to students.  If your child needs to borrow a calculator, he/she should contact the
classroom teacher during the first few days of school. Upon completing and returning a calculator loan
request form, a calculator will be loaned to your student for use during the coming school year.  If you
have any questions, please contact us.  Your student's math teacher is looking forward to an engaging
and successful year of mathematics learning this fall!

- MJS Mathematics Department


