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A Parent/Guardian Guide to the K-3 Proficiency Report 
 

1.     Why did D e S o t o  P a r i s h  School System revise the Grades K-3 report card? 
 A  ma in  r ea son  tha t  DeSoto Parish Schools revised its elementary report card in grades K-3  
        is to better inform parents on their child’s performance on the  standards being taught throughout the year. 

A new proficiency report   provides parents with an overall listing of core academic subjects and an 
explanation of what is being taught in each subject.  This report is more specific and provides a 
higher quality of academic feedback to parents and students. 

 
 2.     What is the purpose of a Standards-based Proficiency Report? 
          The Standards-Based Proficiency Report is designed to do the following: 
       1.  Report student progress in attaining the learning standards, i.e., the skills and      
      knowledge that are essential for students to learn. 

       2.  Provide a basis for communicating how parents and teachers can collaborate to 
      support student learning. 

        3.  Serve as the tool to engage students more completely in learning and support 
      their development as self-directed learners through more informative and higher 
      quality feedback. 

4.  Create a risk-free environment that optimizes student learning by providing           
fair, accurate, and meaningful feedback to parents and students.   
 

3.     How will student progress/performance be reported? 
DeSoto Parish School System will use four levels of performance to report proficiency in Grades   
K-3. These are: 

 

Key for Performance Levels 
4 Exemplary In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications or is 

performing beyond grade level. 

3 Proficient Student consistently demonstrates an understanding of concepts, skills and processes of the grade level 
standard. (Independently/Without Support) 

2 Developing Student demonstrates understanding of vocabulary and basic skills of the standard, but is not yet 
consistent in all of the concepts, skills, and processes at the grade level standard. 

1 Emerging Student does not demonstrate understanding or has partial understanding of concepts, skills and processes of the 
grade level standard.  

NA Not assessed Not assessed this reporting period. 
        Note:   The goal is for all students to reach Level 3 (Proficient) by the end of the year.  If a student reaches Level 3 (Proficient)    
        prior to the end of the year, Level 4 (Exemplary) concepts, skills and processes should be made available through instruction. 
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4.     How will parents/guardians know if their child is performing on grade level? 

 Performance Level 3 is the goal for all students by the end of the year.  A performance of Level 3 
indicates that a student is consistently performing on grade level while Level 4 indicates the student 
demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications or is performing beyond grade level.   A 
student might begin the year performing at a Level 1 - Emerging or Level 2 – Developing on 
some standards.   

                    
                       NOTE:  A score of 3 indicates your child is proficient and performing on grade level. 
 
6.  If my child receives all Level 4’s, does that mean that my child is performing above 

grade level or is gifted? 
It does not necessarily mean that your child is gifted.  What it means is that a student is consistently    
      completing all work above the highest level of   expectation for that grade level or demonstrating in-  
      depth inferences on the grade level work which goes beyond what is expected.  Students are   
         identified as gifted when they meet and exceed cut off scores on multiple indicators.  However, we   
      continue to believe that it is our responsibility to challenge all students to meet their full   potential   
        and that we must differentiate instruction, as well as content and processes to meet individual needs. 

 
7.     Are students with disabilities held to “grade-level” standards on the Proficiency Report?       

Yes. The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and Individual with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) federal laws require each state, school district, and school to hold ALL students to grade-
level standards. IDEA also dictates that students with disabilities must be taught content as 
specified in grade-level curriculum. Modifications are made in the delivery of the content, not in the 
content itself. Exceptional Children’s Program teachers will also report student’s progress based on 
Individual Education Plan (IEP) goals separately from the Proficiency Report with nine weeks 
progress reports. 

 
8.     Will teachers “give” numerical grades? 

In the normal course of collecting evidence related to student progress, teachers will use a scale to 
determine each student’s performance level.   The scales will provide teachers with statements 
of what students will know or be able to do at each performance level.   

 
 9.   How will parents/guardians receive the Proficiency Report? 

Teachers will complete paper proficiency reports. It is required that parents/guardians meet with the 
classroom teacher to receive them each nine weeks and conference with the appropriate teachers.  

 
10.   What can parents/guardians do if they do not understand the Proficiency Report?   
         Parents/guardians can conference with their child’s teacher or they can talk with the school principal. 
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