
HOMELESS PLAN  
For 

DESOTO PARISH 

 
It is the policy of the DeSoto Parish School Board to assure that each child or youth residing 

within its jurisdiction has access to the same, free appropriate public education on the same 

basis as children and youth with established residences. 

A child is considered homeless if they lack a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence.  

We provide services to children and youth living in homeless and domestic violence shelters, 

motels, campgrounds, cars, those living with family or friends, those living on the streets or in 

substandard housing and runaway/throwaway youth (unaccompanied youth). 

Whether to provide enrollment assistance, school supplies, tutorial services or enrichment 

activities are based on educational principles.  All educational programs are designed to have 

the common purpose of contributing to the positive physical, emotional, social and academic 

growth of each child.   

The Title I program provides services to all homeless children and youth attending school in 

DeSoto Parish.  The parish has developed policies that could be considered barriers for homeless 

children to access school services.  All policies give homeless equal and full access to school 

enrollment and equal opportunity to succeed in our schools.   

Public notice of the educational rights of students is disseminated to all schools in the form of 

posters and brochures.  In addition school personnel, homeless shelters and community 

agencies working with the homeless population are in-serviced on the educational rights of 

homeless students and receive awareness materials explaining these educational rights.  

We have a designated staff person as the liaison for homeless students.  Through awareness in-

services and materials the parish homeless liaison keeps schools and programs aware of the 

definition of homeless children and youth and the procedures for identifying and providing 

assistance to homeless students.  The parish ensures that school personnel, service providers 

and advocates who work with families in homeless situations know the duties of the homeless 

liaison.  DeSoto parish ensures that homeless children and youth are identified by school 

personnel and through coordination with other entities and agencies. 

Homeless students are given immediate access to school even though required documentation 

such as school records, medical records, proof of residency or any other document required by 

this parish are not readily available at the time of initial enrollment.  Children are enrolled based 

on the area in which they are presently living or in their school of origin.  School of origin is 

defined as the school that the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in 

which the student was last enrolled.  Students are permitted to remain in school of origin when 

feasible, unless it is against the parent or guardian’s wishes.  Students remain in the school of 

origin for the duration of their homelessness or until the end of the academic year in which they 

move into permanent housing.  The parish will provide transportation to the school of origin 



when possible, at the request of the parent or guardian or the district homeless liaison in the 

care of unaccompanied youth. 

Any school in the parish that disputes the enrollment of a homeless student must provide a 

written explanation of its decision and the right to appeal if a student is sent to a school other 

than that requested by the parent or guardian, or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, at the 

request of the homeless liaison.  The choice regarding placement shall be made regardless of 

whether the child or youth lives with the homeless parents or has been temporarily placed 

elsewhere. 

If the homeless child or youth needs to obtain immunizations, medical records, the school 

obtains the necessary documents.  If the school cannot get necessary records, they may notify 

the homeless liaison for assistance.  In the interim, the student is enrolled in school. 

Each homeless student in DeSoto parish is provided with services comparable to services offered 

to other students in the school selected, including transportation, educational services for which 

the student meets the eligibility criteria including Title I, preschool programs, educational 

programs for children with disabilities, students with limited English proficiency, programs in 

vocational and technical education, programs for gifted and talented students, and school 

nutrition programs. 

DeSoto parish informs parents or guardians of the educational and related opportunities 

available to their children.  The parish also provides meaningful opportunities for the parents to 

participate in the education of their children. 

 


