
 

Dear Parents, 

The school has a responsibility to maintain a healthy environment for all students.  School attendance is 

important; however, sending sick children to school promotes the spread of infections. 

Here are some guidelines to consider when deciding whether your child should attend school. 

1. FEVER is a sign of illness or infection.  If your child has a temperature of 100* or above, he/she 

should remain at home.  Children must be free of fever for 24 hours without fever 

medication before returning to school.  Evidence or infection – red, sore throat, swollen glands, 

drainage of pus, or green/yellow nasal discharge – please keep your child at home. 

 

2. VOMITING and DIARRHEA are often contagious. Your child should be watched  

closely for dehydration and/or bloody stools.  Children must be free of diarrhea and vomiting 

for 24 hours before returning to school. 

 

3. Children often have runny noses and coughs during cold and allergy seasons.  These should be 

watched carefully. Your child should remain at home if he/she is too uncomfortable to 

benefit from instruction, has a frequent cough and/or thick green or yellow nasal discharge.  

If these symptoms persist, a doctor should be consulted. 

 

4.  ASTHMA is a chronic inflammatory lung disease characterized by recurrent attacks of breathing 

problems.  Keep your children home and seek medical advice when they have a fever, signs of 

infection, wheezing which continues to increase one hour after medication is taken, they are too 

weak/tired to take part in routine daily activities or breathing is labored, irregular or rapid. 

 

5. PINKEYE is contagious and must be treated.  Symptoms include redness, itching, swelling, 

drainage and excessive matter upon awakening in the morning. (Eye lids may be “stuck” 

together).  Do not send student to school with these symptoms.  Student may return to school 

after being on medication for 24 hours, and if symptoms have disappeared. 

 

6. RINGWORM is a fungal infection of the skin and may be spread from one child to the other.  

There are two types: 

a) RINGWORM OF THE SCALP – the student must be seen by a doctor and be on 

medication for 24 hours before returning to school.  A note from the doctor is required. 

RINGWORK OF THE SKIN may be treated with special over-the-counter 

medications. 

Contact your school nurse if you have any questions: Mansfield Schools – 872-3979; North DeSoto 

Schools – 925-2383 or 925-1610; Stanley, Pelican, and Logansport Schools – 697-4873 

Thank you for helping us to keep your children healthy! 



 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 


