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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Regular Meeting 
 

 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  May 18, 2020 
 
7:00 Regular Board Meeting 
 
1. Call to order 

The Regular Board Meeting was called to order by President Max McComb at 7:40 p.m.  He welcomed all 
present to the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members physically present for the roll call were Max McComb, and Lori Larson.  Board members 
Merle Giles, Meghan Hennesy, Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz attended 
virtually. Also physically present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Board Recorder, Dawn 
Quinley.  
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
President McComb added one item to the agenda under New Business: District Response to COVID-19 
  
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Schultz, to approve the agenda as modified.  The motion 
passed. 

 
5. Consent Agenda Items 

President McComb asked the Board if they would like to see any changes to the consent agenda.   
 Minutes for the March 30, 2020 Special Meeting - Open Session 
 Minutes for the April 6, 2020 Special Meeting – Open Session 
 Minutes for the April 6, 2020 Special Meeting – Closed Session 
 Minutes for the April 13, 2020 Special Meeting – Open Session 
 Minutes for the April 13, 2020 Special Meeting – Closed Session 
 Minutes for the April 20, 2020 Regular Meeting – Open Session 
 Minutes for the April 20, 2020 Regular Meeting – Closed Session 
 Bills 
 Treasurer’s Report 
 Personnel changes 
 LEA Determination 
 2020-2021 IESA Membership Dues & IHSA Membership Renewal 
 Surplus property 
 New High School Activity Fund 

 
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Larson, to approve the consent agenda as presented.  Motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 5-2.  Members Hennesy and Schultz voted no.  Motion carried.
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6. Donations  
Dr. Lindsey Hall read the donation list: 
 
Name of Donor Donation To Description Value
Lisa Powell Lincoln Trail Cash for Give Me 5 

Backpack Program 
$75.00

Shell Oil Company 
Foundation 

Lincoln Trail 
 

Cash for Bridgett 
Graham's classroom 

$1,000.00

Ron & Margaret White High School Cash for Mom's Pantry $500.00
Modern Woodmen High School Cash for Mom's Pantry $1,000.00
Anonymous High School Cash to be split between 

Mom's Pantry & Social 
Work Fund for families 
in need 

$700.00

Domino's District 115 pizzas for 
distribution to families 

$1,500.00
 

United Way of 
Champaign County 

District Cash for supplies to 
support at home learning 

$1,500.00

Anonymous District Cash for purchase of 
Clorox 360 machine with 
balance to go to Give Me 
5 Food Program 

$7,500.00

Multiple Online 
Donors 

District Online donations from 
1/1/20 - 5/13/20 to Give 
Me 5 Food Program 

$18,440.00

Total   32,215.00
 

 
Motion was made by Schultz, seconded by Hennesy, to approve the Donation List as presented.  Motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 

7. Communications from PTO, MSEA, Foundation, Visitors and Board Commendations 
PTO: none 
MSEA: none 
Foundation: Lori Larson reported that the Foundation Scholarship Committee met and awarded 11 
scholarships to 21 students.  Scholarships were awarded virtually.   
Visitors:  Penny Weaver thanked Board members, administrators, teachers, staff, coaches, students and 
parents for helping her practice good journalism in covering Mahomet-Seymour during her time as the 
editor of the Mahomet Citizen.  She wished everyone well as she moves on from her job at the newspaper. 
  

8. Reports, Updates & Informational Board Communication   
Dr. Colleen Schultz had no report. 
Mr. Ken Keefe echoed his thanks to donors for incredibly generous donations. It is amazing to see 
everyone coming together. Stay home, stay healthy, and best of luck. 
Mr. Merle Giles had no report.  
Mrs. Meghan Hennesy said this was a strange way to end the year.  She expressed her thanks to the 
teachers, as she saw lots of teachers going above and beyond. She thanked everyone for their hard work and 
dedication. 
Dr. Jeremy Henrichs thanked Mr. Benedict and Dr. Hall and all others involved in putting graduation 
together.  He knows some may have questioned participating, but we did what we could with the guidelines 



 
CUSD #3 Board Minutes-Open Session Page 3 of 5 May 18, 2020 

given us.  He thinks it was still significant and it was a rite of passage for the students, that even though they 
didn’t have the time together as a class, it was a significant time that they will remember.   
Mrs. Lori Larson expressed her thanks for the donations to Mom’s Pantry and also thanked District staff 
for the graduation ceremony.  She said she is looking forward to watching the complete ceremony on 
Bulldog TV. She said that the Board hears the anxiety people have, and encouraged everyone to count on 
our leaders to lead.  She expressed her thanks to the community for putting the signs together for the seniors 
and for their continued generosity.  
President Max McComb said he knows this wasn’t the end of the year anyone envisioned.  He expressed 
his appreciation for all of the people at the High School and all they did to pull off graduation. He said he 
hopes the things the District did let the students know that they are loved and appreciated just as much as 
those that came before them and those that will come after them.  He appreciates all of the ways he sees 
staff working hard to look for ways to do things differently and to adapt.  
  
Financial Update  
Heather Smith, Chief School Business Official, gave a financial report to the Board. She reported that the 
District is trending with the budget.  The February 2020 sales tax amount was in line with what was 
anticipated.  She will keep an eye on March. The board did not have any follow up questions. 
   
Superintendent’s Report    
Dr. Lindsey Hall’s Superintendent report was included in the Board Packet.  The Board asked Dr. Hall 
several follow up questions, and discussed what the community’s role and the Board’s role should be in the 
reopening process and whether members of the Board should serve on the Reopening Task Force 
Committee.   A majority of Board members agreed that the Board should not participate on the task force.  
Dr. Hall will provide an update to the Board about the Reopening Task Force’s first meeting at the June 8 
special meeting. 
 

9. Regular Business 
9. A. Unfinished Business 
1. Approve 2020-2021 Board of Education Meeting Schedule 
Dr. Hall explained that the proposed schedule included several additional study sessions.  Dr. Schultz asked 
to amend the schedule indicating that the September 14 meeting is the Budget Hearing.  
 
Motion was made by Henrichs, and seconded by Larson, to approve the 2020-2021 Board of Education 
Meeting Schedule as presented. 
 
Motion was made by Schultz, and seconded by Hennesy, to approve the 2020-2021 Board of Education 
Meeting Schedule with September 14, 2020 meeting listed as the annual Budget Hearing.  
    
The motion to amend the original motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
9. B.  New Business  
9.B.1.  Approve 2020-2021 Parent-Student Handbook 
Dr. Lindsey Hall gave the Board a review of the proposed handbook revisions:  

 Principals took the changes to their Campus Conversation meetings held on March 9; legal counsel 
reviewed them in early May; the Parent-Teacher Advisory Committee reviewed them electronically, 
and a virtual meeting of the Parent-Teacher Advisory Committee was held on May 11.   

 Assistant Principals worked on a revised attendance policy.  The new policy brings consistency 
between buildings.   

 Language was added regarding sexual harassment as the result of legislation that requires age 
appropriate language.   
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 Acceptable Use Policy changes came forth from policy committee discussions.  Dr. Hall thanked 
Mrs. Hennesy for her suggestions.    

 
The Board asked several follow-up questions.  
  
Motion was made by Larson, and seconded by Giles, to approve the 2020-2021 Parent-Student Handbook 
as presented.   
  
The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 5-2.  Members Schultz and Hennesy voted no.  Motion carried. 
 
9.B.2 Resolution providing for the issue of approximately $1,235,000 General Obligation Refunding 
School Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2020, of the District,  for the purpose of refunding 
certain outstanding bonds of the District, providing for the pledge of certain revenues to the payment 
of principal and interest on the bonds, providing for the levy of a direct annual tax sufficient to pay 
such principal and interest if the pledged revenues are insufficient to make such payment and 
authorizing the sale of said bonds to the purchaser thereof  
Heather Smith shared that a refunding was available for bonds that were issued in 2010.  By refunding, the 
District was able to get a lower interest rate without extending the term.  The interest rate went from 4.449% 
to 1.98% for the next ten years.  This will save the District around $165,000 over the 10 year time span after 
all costs. Kevin Heid with Stifel Financial shared that beginning July 1, a significant number of online 
retailers will have to begin charging the full local sales tax and that includes the sales tax for schools.   
 
Motion was made by Keefe, seconded by Hennesy, to send this agenda item to the Finance Committee and 
table it for now.  Mr. Keefe explained that he feels this is a significant thing for the District and he would 
like to discuss options. Mr. Heid explained that options are limited to what can be done with a refunding. 
All of the paperwork would have to be redone and would have to go back to the purchaser to see if they 
would hold the rate. The Board discussed tabling the item and sending it to the Finance Committee.   
 
The motion was not approved by a vote of 3-4.  Members Hennesy, Keefe, and Schultz, voted yes.  
Members Larson, Henrichs, Giles, and McComb voted no. 
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Giles, to approve the resolution providing for the issue of 
approximately $1,235,000 General Obligation Refunding School Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 
2020, of the District,  for the purpose of refunding certain outstanding bonds of the District, providing for 
the pledge of certain revenues to the payment of principal and interest on the bonds, providing for the levy 
of a direct annual tax sufficient to pay such principal and interest if the pledged revenues are insufficient to 
make such payment and authorizing the sale of said bonds to the purchaser thereof.  The Board asked 
several follow up questions.  
 
President McComb called for a vote on the motion.  It was approved by “yes” vote, 6-1.  Member Schultz 
voted present. Motion carried.  
 

  9.B.3. District’s Response to COVID-19 
This item was a last minute addition to the agenda, and was overlooked before moving into closed session.  
The item will be included on the agenda for the June 8 Special Meeting. 
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10. Communication from Visitors 
Trent Nuxoll encouraged Mr. Keefe to trust recommendations from municipal bond professionals and 
school finance professionals.      
 

Dr. Schultz asked President McComb to vote on the motion to approve the 2020-2021 Board of Education 
Meeting Schedule.  The Board whether or not an additional vote was needed.  Dr. Schultz explained that she 
believes the vote the Board took when discussing the agenda item only approved the amended motion, and a 
vote was still needed on the original motion as amended.  President McComb called for a vote on the original 
motion as amended.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  
 
11. Closed Session 

McComb stated it was necessary to go into Closed Session for the purpose of: 1) Discussion of minutes of 
meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the 
minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06. 2) Student disciplinary cases, 3) 
Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or 
deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees.  
 
Motion was made by Schultz, seconded by Hennesy, at 9:07 p.m. to go into closed session for the purposes 
stated by McComb.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Larson, at 9:32 p.m., to return to open session.  The motion 
carried.  

  
12. Adjournment 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned by consensus at 9:34 
p.m. 

 
 

 
Max McComb, President     Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Secretary  
  
         
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 
  
 
 


