
Course Syllabus: Geometry  

Coach Ethan Ellis, email: ellise@gcssd.org 

Teacher Web Page http://coachellismath.weebly.com/ 

South Gibson County High School, phone: 731-783-0999 

 

COURSE TOPICS 

 Transformations and Congruence 

 Lines, Angles, and Triangles 

 Quadrilaterals and Coordinate Proof 

 Similarity 

 Trigonometry 

 Properties of Circles 

 Measurement and Modeling in Two and Three Dimensions 

 

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 

1. Be Respectful 

2. Be On Time 

3. Be Understanding 

4. Be Prepared 

5. Be Diligent 

 

Students will be expected to follow all school rules and expectations.  Refer to the 

guidelines in the school policy manual. 

 

RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES 

 3-ring notebook and loose-leaf paper 

 Composition Notebook for bell work/notes (optional) 

 Highlighters (highly recommend) 

 Pencils 

 Calculators 

TI-83 Plus, TI-84 Plus, or TI Inspire graphing calculators are strongly recommended 

for this class.  Calculators will be provided only during class time.   

 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT 

All students at South Gibson County High School are expected to complete, to an 

acceptable level of mastery, all assignments that support the learning of the state 

standards.  South Gibson County strives to be a training ground for college and career 

readiness.  Therefore, all students are expected to complete all assignments that support 

the learning of the state standards and complete those assignments to an acceptable level 

of mastery and in a timely manner.  It is the student’s responsibility to attend Intermission 

for remediation of a skill or enrichment. 

SGC offers a variety of support that fit many different learning styles.  Some of these are 

Intermission during the school day, Discovery Education, ACT Prep, and before and after 

school tutoring on Wednesdays and Thursdays in our PASS program.   

 

 

http://coachellismath.weebly.com/


GRADING SYSTEM 

Tests (Formal):  

Tests will be given at the end of each unit or when appropriate.  A midterm will 

be given at the end of the first nine weeks and will count as 10% of the mid-term 

grade.  A final test will be given at the end of the semester.  The final exam will 

be 10% of the grade.  All students will also take the Geometry TNReady at the 

end of the semester which will count as a formal grade.  No test grades will be 

dropped.  Tests are 80% of each student’s grade. 

 

Class work/Homework/Quizzes (Informal): 

Students will have homework/class work on a regular basis.  Quizzes will be 

given 1-2 times a week.  Assignments and quizzes are 20% of each student’s 

grade. 

   

 

HOMEWORK POLICY 

o Late:  On homework/informal assignments, there will be 5 points 

deducted for every day late on a 100 point assignment.  For homework 

assignments that are less than 100 points, the points taken off will be 

scaled to match the possible points.   If the homework is more than a week 

late, the highest grade one can receive is a 70.  If homework is not turned 

in, a zero can be earned. 

 

o Unsatisfactory Level of Performance:  On informal assignments, failing 

grades will stay in the grade book.  These are 20% of the grade and will 

not be made up.  Progressive grading applies to all testing.  These formal 

grades will be made up through the cumulative testing.  After ample 

opportunities to make up grades on tests, extra tutoring, and after parent 

contact and administration approval, formal grades may remain failing.  

Project grades will stand as is.   

 

 

PROGRESSIVE GRADING 

The goal of the teacher is to ensure all students master the standards, obtain a rich 

knowledge of mathematics, and pass the state assessment given at the end of each 

semester.  Progressive grading is part of this classroom to ensure these things occur.  

Progressive grading is used to allow students to be able to “change their grade” 

throughout the semester.  Students must maintain knowledge of all content covered to be 

successful on classroom tests and the state assessment.  Therefore, as we go throughout 

the semester, each test will contain new material and parts of older content.  All students 

are required to complete all tests.  If a student is unhappy with a previous test grade, and 

a new test contains material from that chapter, a student’s grade on that section of the 

new test can replace the old test.  Because of the cumulative nature of all tests in this 

class, students will have multiple opportunities to improve their grades.  Each student’s 



grade will stand until the material is tested again on another test in the future.  Material 

covered on each test will be announced so students can study accordingly. 

 

CELL PHONE POLICY 

Possession of a cell phone is not a disciplinary issue; however, the inappropriate or 

irresponsible use of a cell phone that results in a school disruption is a student choice that 

will lead to disciplinary consequences.  During class cell phones must be put away and on 

silent mode.   

My consequences are: 

 First offense: a verbal warning/reminder  

 Second offense: teacher takes up cell phone and holds it until the end of class; 

parents will be notified 

 Third offense: device gets taken away and given to the school administrators. 

There will be times in class when cell phones will be used for educational purposes.  The 

teacher will notify the students when they are allowed to get out their cell phones.  

During this time students will only be allowed to do what is instructed by the teacher, and 

will not be allowed to go to any other website. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Students, if you must miss for any reason it is your responsibility to find out what 

assignments you missed!   Also, because SGCHS is on a block schedule, one missed 

block equates to two missed class periods.   

 

HELPFUL RESOURCES 

The following websites are great resources for math and science topics.  I highly 

recommend Khan Academy for review of topics and especially if your student misses a 

class.  These are lecture-based with very clear examples.  Khan Academy can also be 

loaded on to a smart phone or IPod Touch.  These can be found at the ITunes store under 

education. 

Khanacademy.org 

CK12.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student Name___________________ 
 
 

After reviewing this syllabus, please sign and return this section to 
Coach Ellis. 
ATTENTION PARENTS! PLEASE READ! I send out emails and text 
messages weekly informing you about your student’s progress, upcoming projects 
and tests, and other information. If you would like to get these, please provide me 
with the following information. 
 
Parent’s Printed Name  
 
__________________________________  
 
Email Address (please print carefully/clearly):  
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
If you would like texts: Cell Number with area code  
 
_____________________________________________________ 
  
Cell Service Provider (ex. Verizon, Cingular, AT&T)  
 
_____________________________________________________ 
  
Alternate Phone (home/ work phone):  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
  
I have read and understand the procedures, expectations, and information in the Geometry 
syllabus. 
  
____________ ________________________________   _______________________________ 
      date                         student signature                                      parent signature 
  
 

 

 


