
ROCKDALE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #84 REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MEETING 

Wednesday, April 18, 2018  
5:00 pm Closed Session Meeting in Media Center 

- 5:30 pm Regular Meeting in Media Center 
  

 
 

Board President Ms. Angela Stadler called the closed meeting to order at 5:02P. 
 
Members Present:  Ms. Stadler, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mr. Jimenez,  

Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  
 
Members Absent: Ms. Nino  
 
  
Motion to go into closed session at 5:03P was made by Mr. Jimenez and seconded by                
Mrs. Sontag to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance          
or dismissal of employees 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1).    All were in favor. 
                         . 

Voting Aye:   Ms. Stadler, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mr. Jimenez,  
Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  

 
  Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Motion to return from closed session was made at 5:45P by Mr. Chamblee and seconded by  
Mr. Jimenez.  All were in favor. 

 
Voting Aye:   Ms. Stadler, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mr. Jimenez,  

Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  
 
  Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.  



 
 
Board President Ms. Stadler called the open session at 5:50PM. 

 
 
 
Members Present:  Ms. Stadler, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mr. Jimenez,  

Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  
 
Members Absent: Ms. Nino 
 
Others Present:  Dr. Lori Gehrke, Superintendent  

   
 

Pledge of Allegiance:   Mrs. Stadler asked all present to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 
A Motion to Adopt the Agenda was made by Mr. Jimenez  and seconded by  
Mrs. Sontag with the exception of letter a the board organization and letter g.                    . 
  
  

Voting Aye:   Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina  
                                       Mr. Chamblee, and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Receive and Welcome Visitors (Regular Board Meeting): 
 

Staff:          16 Staff Members 
Students:     None 
Parents/Guests:         Three Interested Parents and/or Guests 
 

Public Comments:  
 

One of the present parents in the audience advised that they were very disappointed that there will be 
no sports and would like to help bring them back.  

 
One of the spokesmen for the teachers advised that they were there to show a solid front but have 
questions about the school’s economic future. They also wanted to know what the plan would be now 
that the principal had resigned.  At this point the board president advised that they were working on the 
short term plan. 
 
Another of the Teacher spokesmen hoped to address the financial status of the district.  He strongly 
suggested that the district should not wait for a referendum.  He advised the board that the teacher’s 
are willing to help in any way that is legally possible.  Should they wait until the spring for a referendum 
would result in a two year wait he advised.  Whereas, if it is done in the fall the money would be 
received in the same year.  Fall is typically a better time for voter turnout.  He also suggested that there 
are many family events at the beginning of the school year that would be an opportunity to spread the 

.  



word.  If the referendum should fail, you could also try to re-group and try for the referendum again in 
spring he continued.  He finished by advising that he felt that we have a great staff and community and 
we all have the power to make a change. 
 
The board responded by thanking everyone who attended.  Board President Stadler advised that a 
family night to address these questions was being planned for the following week.  This would allow 
the board to go over the specifics of the future of the district.  She continued to advise that they were 
currently compiling the information to address some of the questions already received.  Next, she 
advised that they would answer questions that night.  During that meeting all of the parent and 
community questions would be addressed and the board would give a detailed  overview of the 
district’s budget. 

 
The board president then gave everyone present a quick overview of the situation. Since 2015 the 
board has continuously discussed how to help the district.  They are board members because we love 
this school and we we love this town she continued.  Making these reductions have been some of the 
most difficult decisions they have had to make while being board members. The district heavily 
depends on state funding.  To that point  70% of our funds come from state funds and over the last 
three years those funds have been going down.  Although plans are made the state continues to take 
our funds away. 

 
She continued by advising everyone that anyone with further questions can make an appointment to 
go over everything at any time.  They need only to contact the Superintendent Gehrke to set a 
meeting. 

 
As of now right now anyone with questions would be noted  she advised.  The answers to those 
question will be given the night of the Parent Meeting Night:  An email will be sent out with all of the 
meeting specifics.  This will give the board time to compile the documentation that will answer the 
questions. 
 
Again, a teacher spokesman shared information with the board she advised had been discussed as a 
staff.  They noticed that someone has been available to have an ISS, what is happening in the future 
for behavioral issues?  The behaviors that are seen at school sometimes are not the same that are 
seen at home.  As a staff they feel that students are behaving differently.  It is their belief the not having 
anyone acting as a principal is a major part of it.  The board confirmed that they were looking into the 
situation further. 
 
Another concern shared by the teachers was that both the staff and students are very defeated.  They 
felt strongly that passing a referendum in the fall needs to be acted upon now.  Different behaviours 
are being seen amongst the students.  It is felt that not having sports and music has a correlation to no 
motivation. Once there is no motivation behavioral issues begin to emerge.   Having sports and music 
boosts their morale and in turn boost the teacher’s morale. They shared that it is very hard to see how 
difficult this year has been for everyone.  

 
The board thanked the teachers for all that have they done and continue to do.  Once again, they 
advised how very difficult this process has been.  They have strong feelings to continue supporting the 
students, teachers and community as much as possible throughout this process.  There hope is the 
parent meeting will help answer some of these questions. 
 
 
Recognitions:     None 
 
 
 
 

.  



 
 
 
 
 
Action Item:  Consent Agenda 
 
Upon recommendation of the superintendent, Dr. Gehrke, Mr. Jimenez moved that the Board of 
Education approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

● Approval of Minutes-Regular Meeting of Wednesday, March 21, 2018. 
● Approval of Financial Report: Treasurer’s Report, Monthly Cumulative, List of Bills, 

Check Registry by Type, Funds Balance, Imprest Account and Activity Account for 
Month and by Fund 

 
 
Following a second motion made by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, the consent agenda was approved. 
  
 

Voting Aye: Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina  
                                       Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke and Mrs. Stadler 

 
 Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Action Item:  Communications/Delegation or Reports: 
 
Dr. Gehrke shared with board the first read of Press Policies Issue 97, She advised that there were four 
new policies and at the next meeting they will go over it again.  
 
She updated the board about the district finances.  Sharing the current Cash Flow Report and changes 
that were made to the Treasurer’s Report to make it easier to read.  
 
She continued with the tax projections for Levy 17 which is always a year behind she stated.  The Levy 
will need to be certified at the beginning of April.  She also updated the board on back-up paperwork for 
.TIF.  She also  strongly recommended setting up the referendum for the fall and that a short term 
borrowing plan be set up.  
 
The last item she addressed was the Facility Plan.  She advised that some items are required.  Items in 
question would be the heating unit and the cafe doors.  These items where in question to see if we were 
going to continue with the rotation or not.  It is her recommendation that the doors be replaced for safety 
reasons.  The Kindergarten rooms were scheduled to have changes to the A/C Unit. It is important to 
keep in mind that the boiler will eventually completely breakdown.  She suggested that this could be 
discussed more and a final decision could be made in May. 

 
The last item Personnel Changes that were  listed below. 
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Comments:  
 
At this point a member of the audience asked if they could leave.  Board President Stadler thanked 
everyone present for all that they do.  The board knows that the staff does so much for the school. The 
staff also wanted to let the board know that they only want to make this situation better.  
 
 
A motion to Approve the Communications Report was made by Mrs. Medina and seconded by  
Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua. 
 
 

Voting Aye:   Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke,  
Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Action Item:  Principal’s Report: 

Superintendent Gehrke updated the board on the school calendar, upcoming events, curriculum and             
she shared information regarding the Joliet Chamber of Commerce Student Scholarship Winners and             
graduation. She concluded by sharing the Discipline Report with the board. 
 
 
A motion to Approve the Principal’s Report was was made by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua and              
seconded by Mr. Jimenez. 

 
Voting Aye:   Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  

Mr. Jimenez, and Mrs. Stadler 
 
  Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Action Item:  Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Superintendent Gehrke shared the status of the state level news.  She updated the board on a change Tier 
Funding.  Originally, it was thought that our district would be a Tier 4.  It has now been determined that we will 
be a Tier 3.  Thus, she shared we will be receiving more funds than originally anticipated.  
 
Dr. Gehrke reminded the board  that we have an Amendment FY17 Budget-Hearing on June 20, 2018. 
 
She summarized the School Fees for the board and concluded by advising that a FOIA request was 
received by NBC with questions about a resource officer. 
 
 
Public Comments: None 
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A motion to Approve the Superintendent's Report was made by Mrr. Jimenez  and seconded by               
Mr. Chamblee. 
 

 
Voting Aye:   Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  

Mr. Jimenez, and Mrs. Stadler 
 
  Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Board/Action Items: 
 
Action item:  A motion to Enter into Executive Session (Only if necessary, Action May be Taken 
on Matters discussed in Closed Session Upon Returning to Open Session) was made at  _____ 
by __________ and seconded by______________.   Not Applicable 
 
 
Action item:  A motion to Return from Executive Session (Only if necessary, Action May be 
Taken on Matters discussed in Closed Session Upon Returning to Open Session) was made at 
________ by ____________ and seconded by_______________.  Not Applicable 
 
 
Action item:  A motion to Approve 2018-19 salaries for certified and support staff per negotiated 
contract    was made by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua and seconded by Mr. Jimenez . 
 
 

Voting Aye:   Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  
Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina, and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Action item: A motion to table   the building work projects was made by Mr. Chamblee and 
seconded by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua. 
 

 
Voting Aye:   Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  Mr. Jimenez,  

Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, and Mrs. Stadler 
 
  Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
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Action item:    A motion to Approve short-term borrowing plan was made by Mr. Jimenez and 
seconded by  Mrs. Wyke. 

 
Voting Aye:   Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina, Mr, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  

and Mrs. Stadler 
 

Abstain: Mr. Chamblee 
 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Abstain  
 
 
Action item:    A motion to Approve resignation of Tammy Hafner retroactive to April 13, 2018.  
 was made by Mrs. Medina and seconded by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua. 

 
Voting Aye: Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  
                                       Mr. Jimenez, and Mrs. Stadler 

 
 Motion Carried: 4 Ayes, 2 Nays  
 
Action item:    A motion to Approve the resignation of Elizabeth Paul as fourth grade teacher 
 was made by Mr. Chamblee and seconded by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua. 

 
Voting Aye: Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  
                                       Mr. Jimenez,  Mrs. Medina and Mrs. Stadler 
 

 Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Action item:    A motion to Approve the resignation of Pam Barga, crossing guard  was made by 
Mr. Chamblee and seconded by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua. 

 
Voting Aye: Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  Mr. Jimenez,  Mrs. Medina,  

Mr. Chamblee and Mrs. Stadler 
 

 Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
The last action item on the agenda was removed when the Consent Agenda was adopted as                
were the plans for Board Organization at this time.  
 
Public Comments:   None 
 
Board Comments: 

 
Thanked everyone for attending the board meeting.  Once again they reiterated how much the support 
of both staff and parents mean to them.  How much the appreciate all that is done and how difficult 
these decisions have been for them.  They would like to look into moving forward with the referendum. 
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Action item:  A motion to   Adjourn was made at 6:50P and all were in favor. 
 
 

Voting Aye: Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  Mr. Jimenez,  Mrs. Medina,  
Mr. Chamblee and Mrs. Stadler 

 
 Motion Carried: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
June 20, 2018 at 5:30P in the Media Center    
 
  
  
_________________________          _________________________            ____________________ 
President                                            Secretary                                                Recording Secretary 
Angela Stadler                                    Chelsea Sontag-Amezcua       Irene Las 
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