
ROCKDALE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #84  
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

Wednesday, March 21, 2018 - 5:30 pm Regular Meeting in Media Center 
  

 
 

Board Vice - President Nino called the open session meeting to order at 5:35P. 
 
Members Present:  Ms. Nino, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua,  

Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  
 
Members Absent: Ms. Stadler and Mr. Jimenez 
 
Others Present:  Dr. Lori Gehrke, Superintendent  

Ms. Tammy Hafner, Principal 
 

   
 

Pledge of Allegiance:   Ms. Nino asked all present to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 
A Motion to Adopt the Agenda was made by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua and seconded by  
Mrs. Medina.                    . 
  
  

Voting Aye:   Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mrs. Medina  
                                       and Mr. Chamblee, and Ms. Nino 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Receive and Welcome Visitors (Regular Board Meeting): 
 

Staff:          Beth Kelch 
Students:     Six Band and Choir Students 
Parents:         Two Interested Parents 
Guests:      None 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Parents and students who attended the board meeting wanted to know how the district got to 
the point that band and choir and sports need to be eliminated?.  What would it take to get the 
programs back?  If not,  will parents be able to have their children play sports at another 
district?  Parents indicated that moving out of the district is something that they were 
considering due to this situation.  They also felt that communication in regards to this situation 
was poor.  They did not feel that a referendum could be the only answer to the situation as the 
last one barely passed. 
The board advised that it is always possible to get more questions from the community and 
setup a meeting to answer them.  They also advised that the board meetings allow the public 

. 



to learn of the situation. Dr. Gehrke shared that various  letters were sent to the Rockdale 
School Community explaining the situation and expectation of losses of revenue. 
 
Vice-President Nino advised that there is nothing hidden, it is all public record, as a community 
we need to pull together for the families and students.  These decisions are not easy.  There 
has been a four year phase in plan and we have saved money over the last few years. The 
revenue is always underestimated because you do not want to over exceed. 
 
Once again parents and students were hoping to know if it is too late to reinstate the band or 
choir? 
 
Board advised that we have Senator McGuire coming in June.  He may be able to answer 
some of these questions. The board is planning to make additional reductions and they 
advised that they find it just as devastating as the parents.  
 
Another interested parent shared that they believe that this will cause many families to choose 
to move from Rockdale.  Why was the budget not re-addressed when it did not look as though 
the budget would pass?  Dr. Gehrke advised that it was only this year that we had a corporate 
tax loss. 
 
Do we have a number of what we would need to keep the band and choir without competition 
asked a parent so that we can have a goal as to what needs to be raised.  They also 
reinstated that parents need to be communicated with to see if as a community they can help. 
 
Dr. Gehrke advised that there will be a community group to help with the referendum.  The 
community Group will lead the referendum.  The board is not allowed to be part of it.  If the 
community votes yes the parents wanted to know what guarantees that we will not be in the 
same place in five years.  Will everyone still be here in the future?  Dr. Gehrke advised that 
they are planning the budget for next year without the tax referendum.  
 
One of our students commented that without sports many students would not have the 
motivation to do well in school. 
 
The board advised that if there was anyway to help with some of their fundraising ideas to 
please let them know.  If the parents would like to start a group to help with any fundraising 
goals or ideas to send any inquiries to Dr. Gehrke. 
 
 
 

Recognitions:  
 
Ms. Hafner and Mrs. Kelch recognized the Rockdale School 5th - 8th Band and Choir Solo and 
Ensemble Participants.  Ms. Hafner and Mrs. Kelch explained that they are very proud of all of the 
students as they all received first place.  Each student’s accomplishments were mentioned as they 
were presented with their awards.  Once that was completed they took a picture with the school board. 
Ms. Hafner also took a moment to thank Ms. Kelch for all her hard work. 
 
 
 
 
 
Action Item:  Consent Agenda 
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Upon recommendation of the superintendent, Dr. Gehrke, Mrs. Wyke moved that the Board of 
Education approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

● Approval of Minutes-Regular Meeting of Wednesday, February 21, 2018, Minutes of 
Closed Session Meetings of February 21 and  March 5, and 12, 2018.  

● Approval of Financial Report: Treasurer’s Report, Monthly Cumulative, 
List of Bills, Check Registry by Type, Funds Balance, Imprest Account and 
Activity Account for Month and by Fund. 

● Approve the destruction of closed session audio files over 18 months for 
Sept.16, 2016 

 
 
Following a second motion made by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, the consent agenda was approved. 
  
 

Voting Aye:   Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee,  
Mrs. Wyke and Ms. Nino 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Action Item:  Communications/Delegation or Reports: 
 

Press Policies Issue 96-final reading 
  The district will be following the law and will not do anything different. Everything else looked  

              good to approve. 
 

Finance Update 
Dr. Gehrke went over the information that she put together for a referendum.  This information  
broke down what revenue would be generated depending on the value set for the tax 
referendum.  Now that the board has decided to put off the referendum in the fall,  this 
gathered information will be beneficial to the board in the future when they decide to go after 
the referendum she shared.  
 

● Facility Plan  
 
The superintendent shared with the board information Mr. Puckett gathered regarding the  
various costs that he believes will be needed in the next year for the school. 

 
The board had a few questions.  
 
The first was  regarding the Cintas bill for the cleaning of mops and rugs. Do  we have a 
washer and dryer on hand to wash the mop heads.  It is believed that the washer is 
broken.  
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Why do we need new doors in the cafeteria.  Those doors are not fire protected and are 
not in compliance.  They all should be fixed.  Dr. Gehrke felt that the cafeteria doors with 
all the glass should be addressed.  The doors do not need to be done they are only a 
recommendation. 
 
The board  would also like to see the snow removal and plowing prices go to bid.  
 

A motion to Approve the Communications Report was made by Mrs. Wyke and seconded by  
Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua. 
 
 

Voting Aye:   Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, 
Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua and Ms. Nino 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
 

Action Item:  Principal’s Report: 

Ms. Hafner updated the board on the school calendar, upcoming events, curriculum and she shared               
information regarding the PTO- Donuts with Dad, LPAC/PTO Movie Night and Scholastic Fair.  
 
She went over the 8th grade field trip. She shared last years costs. The board would like the                  
students to decide what they would prefer to do.  It would be Great America or Sky Zone.  
 
Next, the principal shared the PBIS focus for March  would be empathy.. 
 
Principal Hafner concluded by sharing the Discipline Report with the board. 
 
 
A motion to Approve the Principal’s Report was was made by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua and              
seconded by Mrs. Wyke. 

 
Voting Aye: Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, 

Mrs. Medina and Ms. Nino 
 
 Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Action Item:  Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Superintendent Gehrke shared the status of the state level news.  One upcoming change she advised the 
board were changes planned for CRPPT. She informed the board that will will not be aware of the items that 
could have an impact on the CRPPT until everything has been passed. 
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Dr. Gehrke advised that we have an Amendment FY 17 Budget-Hearing Date June 20, 2018 
This will allow the district to authorize the revenues and expenditures which are  more in line with what 
is actually happening.  This was something that was started with the auditors suggestion a few years 
ago.  In May there will be a tentative budget for the board to approve. 
 
Finally, the superintendent then addressed next year’s school fees.  She wanted to know if the board would 
like to add or increase any fees?  The board decided after some discussion  to keep them the same. 
 
 
 
Public Comments: None 
 
 
 
A motion to Approve the Superintendent's Report was made by Mrs. Medina  and seconded by                
Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua. 
 

Voting Aye: Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, 
Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, and Ms. Nino 

 
 Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Board/Action Items: 
 
Action item:  A motion to Enter into Executive Session (Only if necessary, Action May be Taken 
on Matters discussed in Closed Session Upon Returning to Open Session) was made at 
________                  by __________ and seconded by______________.   Not Applicable 
 
 
Action item:  A motion to Return from Executive Session (Only if necessary, Action May be 
Taken on Matters discussed in Closed Session Upon Returning to Open Session) was made at 
________ by ____________ and seconded by_______________.  Not Applicable 
 
 

● Approve school fees for 2018-19 school year 
 
 
Action item:  A motion to Approve Press Policies Issue 96 was made by Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua 
and seconded by Mrs. Wyke. 
 
 

Voting Aye: Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, 
Mrs. Wyke, and Ms. Nino 

 
 Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 

. 



 
 
 
Action item: A motion to Approve the recommendation to amend FY18 Budget with hearing 
June 20, 2018 was made by Mrs. Wyke and seconded by Mrs. Medina. 
 

 
Voting Aye: Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, 

Mrs. Wyke, and Ms. Nino 
 
 Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Action item:    A motion to Approve Approve school fees for 2018-19 school year was made by 
Mrs. Wyke and seconded by Ms. Nino. 

 
Voting Aye: Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, 

Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, and Ms. Nino 
 
 Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
 
Public Comments:  
 
Board Comments: 
 
Try to get some numbers together for parents.  Maybe we could do a Go Fund Me Page suggested a 
board member..  
 
Will this be an all or nothing situation?  If band can come up with the money but sports can’t we would 
allow band to come back or keep it that there is not enough for everything.  
 
Can we get any grants?  We did put through one for music.  
 
One of the members thought that there would be intramurals for sports.  They just would not 
competing. No, at this point all sports would be gone. 

 
Approximately $70,000 would be needed to return band choir and sports.  Donors Choose is a 
possibility where the community and corporations could donate to the school. 
 
Board members also shared concerns about drinking water and the water fountains.   There are three 
water fountains that don’t work.  Can they be fixed?.  Drinking water should be available to our 
students.  Where are the water fountains that do not work?  Two upstairs and one downstairs.  The 
board wanted to know why are they not working. 

 
 
 
 

. 



 
Action item:  A motion to   Adjourn was made at 6:50P and all were in favor. 
 
 

Voting Aye: Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, 
Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua, and Ms. Nino 

 
 Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
April 18, 2018 at 5:30P in the Media Center   
 
  
  
_________________________          _________________________            ____________________ 
President                                            Secretary                                                Recording Secretary 
Angela Stadler                                    Chelsea Sontag-Amezcua       Irene Las 
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