
ROCKDALE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #84  
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 
Wednesday, January 17, 2018 @ 5:00 pm Closed Session  

and 5:30 pm Regular Meeting in Media Center 
  

 
 

Board President Ms. Angela Stadler called the closed meeting to order at 5:03P. 
 
Members Present:  Ms. Stadler, Mrs. Wyke, Mr. Jimenez,  

Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  
 
Members Absent: Ms. Nino and Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua 
 
Others Present:  Dr. Lori Gehrke, Superintendent  

Ms. Tammy Hafner, Principal 
  

Motion to go into closed session at 5:04P was made by Mr. Chamblee   and seconded by Mrs. Medina.  
All were in favor. 
                         . 

Voting Aye:   Ms. Stadler, Mrs. Wyke, Mr. Jimenez,  
Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Motion to return from closed session was made at 5:30P by Mrs. Medina and seconded by  
Mrs. Wyke.  All were in favor. 

 
Voting Aye:   Ms. Stadler, Mrs. Wyke, Mr. Jimenez,  

Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  
 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 



 
 
 
Board President Ms. Stadler called the open session  

 
 

Board President Ms. Stadler called the open session meeting to order at 5:34P. 
 
Members Present:  Ms. Stadler, Mrs. Wyke, Mr. Jimenez,  

Mrs. Medina and Mr. Chamblee  
 
Members Absent: Ms. Nino and Mrs. Sontag-Amezcua 
 
Others Present:  Dr. Lori Gehrke, Superintendent  

Ms. Tammy Hafner, Principal 
 

   
 

Pledge of Allegiance:   Ms. Stadler asked all present to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 
A Motion to Adopt the Agenda was made by Ms. Medina and seconded by  Mrs. Wyke.                    . 
  
  

Voting Aye:   Mrs. Wyke, Mrs. Medina,  Mr. Jimenez, Mr. Chamblee  
and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
Receive and Welcome Visitors (Regular Board Meeting): 
 

Staff:          None 
Students:     None 
Parents:         None 
Guests:      None 
 
Public Comments:   None 
 
 

Recognitions:   None 
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Action Item:  Consent Agenda 
 
Upon recommendation of the superintendent, Dr. Gehrke, Ms. Medina moved that the Board of Education 
approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

● Approval of Minutes-Regular Meeting of Wednesday, December 20, 2017 and closed session meeting minutes for 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017. 

● Approval of Financial Report: Treasurer’s Report, Monthly Cumulative, List of Bills, Check Registry by Type, 
Funds Balance, Imprest Account and Activity Account for Month and by Fund. 

  
 
Following a second motion made by Mrs. Stadler, the consent agenda was approved. 
  
 

Voting Aye:   Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina,  Mr. Chamblee,  
Mrs. Wyke, and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Action Item:  Communications/Delegation or Reports: 
 
Dr. Gehrke Shared with the board the First Reading of Press Plus Issue 96. There were two policies that she plans 
to discuss with the school’s lawyers. The first was in regards to a transportation policy for the school.  At this time 
the district does not have a policy but it suggests that we get one as there is language regarding homeless 
students.  The second had to do with the suspension of personnel without pay.  They now allow a suspension with 
pay for those that are getting investigated by DCFS. 
 
The superintendent also updated the board on the upcoming ROE Compliance visit.  We have an ROE visit on 
January 30th she advised.  We have been working to prepare for the visit.  This time we are using an online 
system where items are being posted.  They would like to have it submitted by January 25th.  If something shows 
to not be in compliance we would have until spring to fix it she finished. 
 
 
Dr. Gehrke advised that this would be on the agenda to approve some of those recommendations.  If any 
additional information was needed for the future can make arrangements for it if there were no further questions at 
this time. 
 
She ended by going over the Rockdale District Calendar 2018-19 Draft.  She informed the group that she  met with 
the teachers before winter break.  Using their suggestions they have put together a draft for next year for the  
board to look at.  If everything is okay we will ask for its approval next month. 
 
A motion to Approve the Communications Report was made by Mr. Jimenez and seconded by  
Mrs. Wyke. 
 
 

Voting Aye:   Mrs. Medina,  Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke  and Mrs. Stadler 
 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 

. 



 
Action Item:  Principal’s Report: 

Ms. Hafner updated the board on the school calendar, upcoming events, curriculum and she shared information                
regarding the Access and Fastbridge Testing as well as the Envision Follow-Up Math Training scheduled for our                 
next early dismissal. She went over the DARE program start date and grade level. She also shared with them                   
our Joliet Great Teacher Award Winner Jessica Barwa and invited them to the banquet should they like to attend.                   
She reminded board about the next PTO Event which is a visit from Mr. Freeze and the planned Culver’s Night.                    
Next she shared the proposed Graduation Date of Tuesday, May 22 at 7:00pm. She concluded by sharing the                  
Discipline Report with the board. 
 
 
A motion to Approve the Principal’s Report was was made by Ms. Medina and seconded by  
Mr. Chamblee. 

 
 
 

Voting Aye:   Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, Mr. Jimenez, Ms. Medina 
and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
 
Action Item:  Superintendent’s Report: 
 
Dr. Gehrke advised that we had received one FOIA request and it was processed. 
 
Superintendent Gehrke shared the status of the state level news.  One upcoming change she advised was 
Governor Rauner passed a veto that will slow down evidence based funding.  We were supposed to receive additional 
funding but this suggests that students could leave our school and attend another school.  Thus far we not received any 
anticipated funds. 
 
She also shared a finance update. Included in the board packet is a handout she shared that shows the board how 
to put together a timeline for the district.  The next finance committee meeting is next week and she would like to 
set the stage.  Once that is done the information would be brought back along with a plan of ideas to communicate 
with the community.  Included a handout on how to put together a timeline for the district.  The next finance 
committee meeting next week.  She would like to set the stage with them and then would like to bring back a plan 
of ideas to communicate with the community.  
 
Phase 1 is a needs assessment.   We can look to see the Rockdale voter history.  They suggest determining what 
you are asking for with two options she advised  See which option the voter’s like best.  Recruit a task force.  It 
should be people from the community she continued.  The board should not be directly involved she explained. 
Reach out to the Village, Police, Fire Department maybe a good start she suggested hoping to start this in 
February and March.  
 
Phase 2 share the information.   Using a mailing and open house outside of work hours.  It is recommended to do 
this off site she advised.  Maybe a social media account to get the word out in April or May she continued. 
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Phase 3 in June or July you want to do the survey.   By August 20th you have to approve the resolution of the 
question you are adding the ballot.  Then you have to file it by August 30th.  She informed the board and then you 
start the campaigning. 
 
How do we get it out to the community asked one of the board members.  In the past the board has always done it. 
Can the student body be utilized was another question by the board.  No, advised Dr. Gehrke but the committee 
could get parents and the community involved.  This can be discussed more at the next meeting she suggested. 
There are various handout that will summarize all of this information. 
 
She continued by advising the board about the Community Literacy Project. This could be a real good thing for the 
school advised Superintendent Gehrke.  She continued by advising that John Hillsman from Footsteps to Brilliance 
contacted us about a grant that they are offering.  They would  like to build a community to help with Literacy.   This 
would be accomplished by leveraging an App that has a cost for the student but they will pay for anyone outside of 
the school to have access to get to various programs.  There seemed to be some very good results.  This would 
have a value of $69,000.  Dr. Gehrke felt it might be good to explore it.  There is a 30 day window to see what we 
think of the app.  How much community involvement do we think there would be?  The parents get a link to it even 
if they do not have any students here at school they can use it.  We have seen that lately the students coming in 
are low as far as literacy informed the superintendent.  The board indicated that it would be okay to share. 
 
Next, she updated the board on the primary aide position which has one candidate from SOWIC that they felt could 
fill the need for approximately $7,900. 
 
 
Finally, Dr. Gehrke discussed the Boys Volleyball Stipend.  It was decided that this would depend on the size of the 
teams. 
 

 
Public Comments: None 
 
A motion to Approve the Superintendent's Report but tabling the Kitchen Compliance component was              
made by Mrs. Medina    and seconded by Mr. Jimenez. 
 

Voting Aye:   Mrs. Wyke, Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee  
and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Board/Action Items: 
 
Action item:  A motion to Enter into Executive Session (Only if necessary, Action May be Taken on Matters 
discussed in Closed Session Upon Returning to Open Session) was made at    ________                  by 
__________ and seconded by______________.   Not Applicable 
 
 
Action item:  A motion to Return from Executive Session (Only if necessary, Action May be Taken on 
Matters discussed in Closed Session Upon Returning to Open Session) was made at ________ by  
____________ and seconded by_______________.  Not Applicable 
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Action item:  A motion to Approve the Primary Aide position pending reference checks 
was made by Mr. Jimenez and seconded by Mrs. Wyke. 
 

Voting Aye:   Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke 
and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Action item: A motion to Approve the Boys Volleyball Stipend if there is one team they will combining two 
stipends.  If there are two teams the second stipend  will be increased to $1000 was made by Mrs. Medina 
and seconded by Mr. Chamblee. 
 

 
Voting Aye:   Mrs. Medina,  Mr. Chamblee, Mr. Jimenez, 

Mrs. Wyke, and Mrs. Stadler 
 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
 
 
Action item:    A motion to post the superintendent search and approve the services as needed up to $2800 
was made by Mrs. Medina and seconded by Mr. Chamblee. 

 
Voting Aye:   Mr. Chamblee, Mrs. Wyke, Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina, 

and Mrs. Stadler 
 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Public Comments:  
 
The board president advised that there were various options when it came to a search for the superintendent. The                   
first one was over $18,000. The next one that was checked was $6500. She then talked to our lawyer regarding                    
how to do this and how we have done many of these steps in the past.  
 
The lawyer put together a job description to help with the search. The board needs to come up with an application                     
deadline and post it by Monday on our website. It should also be posted to the American School Association of                    
Administrators, IASA and to people that the lawyer knows. That would cost $300 - $500. Typically, it would be                   
posted for 30 days. Dr. Gehrke’s last day would be June 30. You would want all of the applications back by March                      
1, 2018.  
The lawyers total is $2,800. This price can change dependent on what you want them to do advised the board                    
president. They could do phone screenings, reference checks would be $150. What does the reference checks                
entail asked another board member? 
 
Next it is recommended that the lawyer comes in to do board interview training. What does the board interview                   
training consist of. For $300-500 they would supply the board interview questions. You can’t just ask any                 
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questions. In the past we came up with the questions and then sent them to the lawyer for his input. He will also                       
do the employment contracts to make sure that there are no loopholes or add and remove needed items. It has                    
been a long time since the contracts have been reviewed.  The board interview training is 3 and 1/2 hours.  
 
Another thing that needs to be done is to make up a committee.  Any board member  can be a part of this. 
However, If you choose to be a part of it but they need to be committed to the process. Anyone who is part of this 
appointment committee will need to attend a meeting that must be posted 48 hours ahead a time to appointment 
and it must be in closed session. 
 
A board member suggested the addition to request the superintendent look for as many grants as possible.  Dr. 
Gehrke suggested adding the CFBO  finance endorsement since this district is so small. 
 
If necessary there may be a need to request a special meeting to give the board members time to look it over this 
information and discuss the job description. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns just call Angie. 
 
 
Board Comments: 
 
One of our board members shared that the met with the owner of EZ Auto who like to help the homeless with little                       
pantries. He would like to make one available to Rockdale. This board member would like to make it an action                    
item for the next board meeting to place one in Rockdale.  It was approved to add it to the agenda for next month. 
 
Action item:  A motion to   Adjourn was made at 6:45P and all were in favor. 
 
 

Voting Aye:   Mrs. Wyke, Mr. Jimenez, Mrs. Medina, Mr. Chamblee, 
and Mrs. Stadler 

 
  Motion Carried: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays  
 
Next Meeting: 
 
February 21, 2018 at 5:30P in the Media Center   
 
  
  
_________________________          _________________________            ____________________ 
President                                            Secretary                                                Recording Secretary 
Angela Stadler                                    Chelsea Sontag-Amezcua       Irene Las 
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