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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
We hope this message finds you and your families safe and well. Today, the Illinois State Board of Education released guidance 
for schools on the 2020-21 school year.  
 
This 60-page document has been much anticipated and will go a long way toward answering critical questions all of us share 
about what the 2020-21 school year will look like in terms of in-person learning, scheduling, transportation, wearing masks, social 
distancing and other measures intended to keep everyone safe and healthy. It has been our goal since the beginning to do 
everything we can to resume in-person instruction when it is allowable to do so. While no plan will please everyone, rest assured 
we are doing all that we can to plan for good experiences moving forward.  
 
Today, the Governor and State Superintendent discussed the need for our schools to follow mandated guidelines such as social 
distancing, wearing of masks, and limiting groups to 50 or below in spaces within each school. The Governor and ISBE spoke 
about a hybrid model of instruction that may need to be implemented given the guidelines above. This would force students to go 
to school on different or staggered days and times. We know this places a potential major burden on parents. The Governor also 
stated the need for schools to be flexible and be ready to return to remote learning if the metrics state the need to do so. Again, 
now more than ever, we will need your patience as we plan for and navigate these changes based on the guidelines we received.   
 
Right now, we don’t have all the answers to the questions in this document as it was released to school districts at the same time 
it was released to the public. Therefore, we kindly ask for your patience as we thoroughly review this detailed guidance and 
implement the suggestions into our district’s own transition plan. We know some of the information and implementation measures 
contained in this document may be out of our control, but it is intended to keep our students safe, as difficult as the messages and 
allowances may be.  
 
Pembroke School District is aware of the need to communicate to families about what to expect next school year and anticipate 
releasing our own transition plan as soon as possible, most likely around Mid-July. As soon as we are comfortable with the plan, 
we will release it to parents and try to provide as many answers to questions that may be out there. We are not holding back 
information, but simply trying to send out our procedures without having to change them. Items to be discussed range from 
transportation guidelines, effective sanitization measures, and potential school closures and quarantine issues. There is so much 
we will need to review and plan for to get this right for our community.  
 
The staff have been working to brainstorm multiple scenarios and discuss considerations as we move forward with the guidelines 
and what we must now implement. We know that our environment may need to look different as we transition through the different 
phases, but we are committed to the continued education of the whole child. Our commitment to providing opportunities will 
continue.  
 
Thank you again for your patience, understanding, and flexibility as the district navigated a situation together that none of us 
could have imagined or planned effectively for. We appreciate your support! We are in this together! 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Marcus T. Alexander 
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