
 
 

 

 

November 25, 2013 
 

 

 

 

Dear Select County and District Superintendents, Charter Administrators, and STAR 
Coordinators:  
 

PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR STATE COLLABORATION 
ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PHASE 1 PILOT TEST 

 

This letter is intended to provide information about the California Department of Education’s 
(CDE’s) activities regarding the administration of alternate assessments based on alternate 
achievement standards (AA-AAS). With the Governor’s signature, Assembly Bill 484 
establishes the California Measurement of Academic Performance and Progress the state’s 
new assessment system that replaces the Standard Testing and Reporting (STAR) 
program. Currently the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA), part of the 
assessment system, will be administered until an alternate assessment for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities is implemented. 
 

The CDE, as a member of the 26-State National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) 
consortium has agreed to participate in the NCSC alternate assessment phase 1 pilot 
testing in spring of 2014. The NCSC alternate assessment is a modified test that aligns to 
the alternate achievement standards linked to the Common Care State Standards (CCSS). 
For more information on the NCSC AA-AAS see the NCSC Web page at 
http://www.ncscpartners.org/.  
 
The phase 1 pilot test will occur from late February through April 2014. NCSC will 
administer the computer-based test across the 26-State consortium in English language 
arts and mathematics to eligible students with significant cognitive disabilities.  
 

The purpose of the NCSC phase 1 pilot test is to (a) understand how the items function, (b) 
investigate administration conditions, and (c) evaluate the proposed item scoring processes 
and procedures. Phase 2 of the pilot test will be administered in fall 2014. The purpose of 
the NCSC phase 2 pilot test is to (a) try out adaptive test forms, and (b) continue to 
investigate administrative and scoring conditions. Data collected from the NCSC phase 1 
and 2 pilot tests will be used to inform the development of the operational test in 2014–15.   
 
Like the Smarter Balanced pilot tests in 2013, the NCSC alternate assessment pilot tests in 
2014 will utilize computer-based technology but are not designed to provide individual 
student scores.  
 

Assembly Bill 484 requires eligible students with significant cognitive disabilities to take the 
CAPA in 2014. In addition, Local Education Agencies (LEAs) may voluntarily participate in 
the spring 2014 NCSC alternate assessment pilot test. Students will take English language 
arts or mathematics items or take both English language arts and mathematics items 
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during the pilot test. Students, teachers and LEAs will gain valuable experience with the 
alternate assessment items and administration and participation in the pilot test will 
contribute to the development of a valid and reliable alternate assessment.  
 

The registration to participate in the pilot test consists of a two-step process: register the 
school first and then register the eligible student(s). 
 

 Please share this letter with appropriate district and site personnel who have 
eligible students that may participate in the pilot test.  
 

 November 25, 2013:  Registration opens to schools where students with 
significant cognitive disabilities attend and are eligible to participate in the NCSC 
phase 1 pilot test. Registering the school for the phase 1 pilot test is designed for the 
principal or designee to provide contact demographic information about the district 
and school, and provide contact information for key personnel. Register your school 
for the phase 1 pilot test at www.ctb.com/NCSCPilot. 
 

 January 10, 2014: Final date to register schools participating in the NCSC phase 
1 pilot test. 

 

Additional information about the registration of eligible students and the needed 
enrollment requirements to prepare for student registration will be provided in January 2014.  
 

California’s student participation in the NCSC phase 1 pilot test is important to the 
development of the 2014–15 operational AA-AAS. We encourage you to learn more about 
the NCSC and the AA-AAS and thank you in advance for participating in the NCSC 
alternate assessment spring pilot test.  
 

If you have questions about the NCSC pilot test, please contact Shelia Self, Consultant at 
916-319-0362 or Don Kilmer, Consultant at 916-319-0350. For general questions regarding 
special education, please contact Kristen Brown, Consultant at 916-445-1064. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

/s/ 
 

Diane Hernandez, Division Director 
Assessment Development and Administration Division 
 

 

DH: ss 
 

cc: District STAR Coordinators 
 SELPA Directors 
 Special Education Administrators of County Offices 
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