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"If you fail to prepare, you're prepared to fail." - Mark Spitz

From the Desk of the Superintendent
Dear Oakwood Community Unit School District #76 Staff,
Parents/Guardians, & Community,

As we get into our summer “mode,” it’s important that we all still adhere
to public safety guidelines and recommendations. The virus COVID-19 is
still present and it’s up to us to mitigate its impact and effect.

As we eagerly anticipate the guidelines from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), our intention
is to reopen our schools for in-person learning this fall!

Our �rst day of school is tentatively scheduled for Monday, August 24, 2020. It is likely that ISBE
guidance will require mask or face shields due to the COVID-19 virus.

As soon as the Guidance is received, then we will be kicking off a planning process for the restart of
schools. In March of 2020 we established a task force that includes nearly 25 stakeholders (teachers,
support staff, administrators, parents, board members, and community members) that will assist us
once the framework is determined. We intend to have a Steering Committee and four workgroups
(Instruction/SEL, Resources, Operations, & Stakeholder Communication).
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On July 3, 2020, I am hoping to have the guidance necessary to provide an update to the community
on more details of our reopening school plans. We want to come back in person; but due to the virus
and public health concerns, we recognize we do not control all of the variables.

Parents, please encourage your children to take advantage of the resources provided by Mrs. Michelle
Kimbro's District Facebook page of resources, Oakwood CUSD #76 Learning Resources to mitigate the
learning loss from the March-June crisis.

Be well, stay healthy, and stay tuned for more updates this summer!

Yours in Education, 

Larry Maynard, Ed. S.
Superintendent of Schools

Better Together!
"One District...One Direction...One Determination"

History of Juneteenth

HAPPY FATHERS DAY WEEKEND!

National Geographic writes about Juneteenth. From the story:

On June 19, 1866, formerly enslaved people in Galveston, Texas, celebrated a year of emancipation, or
freedom, with the “Juneteenth” holiday. Juneteenth celebrations quickly spread to the rest of the
country, and the date continues to be the oldest known tradition honoring the end of slavery in the
United States.

On June 19, 1865, U.S. Major General Gordon Granger performed a public reading of General Order
Number 3: “The people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a proclamation from the
Executive of the United States, all slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of personal rights
and rights of property between former masters and slaves, and the connection heretofore existing
between them becomes that between employer and hired labor. The freedmen are advised to remain
quietly at their present homes and work for wages. They are informed that they will not be allowed to
collect at military posts and that they will not be supported in idleness either there or elsewhere.”

Granger’s announcement came two-and-a-half years after President Abraham Lincoln declared the
end of slavery in states in rebellion during the Civil War with the Emancipation Proclamation.


