
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

Title: Animals Can Change   Level: B     ISBN:  978-0-7578-5986-1           Publisher:  Rigby 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. look        -at: at, bat, cat, fat, hat, mat, pat, rat, sat 

2. at        -use magnetic letters to practice high frequency  

3. this        words listed under familiar writing 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction:  

We are going to be reading a book about animals that change.  What does that mean to change?  How do you 

think an animal could change?  Most of the animals we’ll be reading about change in color.  Why do you think 

an animal would change colors?  Let’s take a look through our book and see what kinds of animals change 

colors.  (During the picture walk, introduce students to the pattern, specifically pointing out the word “animal” 

and “now.”  You will also want to talk about the label/name of each animal on the 2-page spread.  I would ask 

students if they know what it is before telling them.  Practice using the picture and beginning sound to see if 

they can figure out the name of the animal.) 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p2 animal, p3 now, cuttlefish, p5 lizard, p7 octopus, p9 sea horse,  

p11 stick insect, p13 frog 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers use pictures and the first letter of a word to help them figure out tricky words. 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-What were some of the animals that changed in our book?  How did they change?  Why do you think an 

animal might change colors?   

-Can all animals change colors?  What are some animals that cannot change colors?   

-Which of the animals in our book live in the water?  Let’s make a list and sort these animals by whether or 

not they live in the water. 

 

 Return to Teaching Point: Where in the story did you look at the picture and the beginning sound to help 

you figure out a tricky word? 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

  

Look at the writing idea on the inside back cover of the book.  If you spend two days on this text, on day 1, 

model this type of writing with a group writing activity.  On day 2, have students do their own sentences using 

the same model.  When students are spelling the animal name or color words, help them only when necessary.  

If students can look at a color chart/poster, encourage them to do that.  For animal names, ask students what the 

first letter would be and any other sounds that they should be able to identify.  Help them, or fill in for them, the 

tricky parts like the “urt” and the “e” in the word turtle.  Encourage students to write the word “look,” “at,” and 

“this” without your help.  You can also use this as an opportunity to discuss capital letters and end marks. 

Example:  Look at this dog.  This dog is brown.  OR Look at this turtle.  This turtle is green. 


