
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  Animals in the Desert  Level:  B ISBN:  978-0-7578-5982-3                Publisher:  Rigby 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. are        in: bin, fin, pin, sin, chin, grin, skin, spin, thin 

2. in        og: dog, fog, log, hog, frog 

3. the        adding –s to make plurals 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction:  

We are going to be reading a book about animals that live in the desert.  What is a desert?  What animals do you 

think live in the desert?  Let’s see what animals we’re going to read about in our book.  (During the picture 

walk, point out the pattern of the text.  I would do this only once.  Many of the animals may be unfamiliar to 

students so be sure to point out each animal or insect.)  As readers, we use pictures to help us figure out tricky 

words.  We can also use the first letter of the word. 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p2 spiders, desert, p12 beetle 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Readers use the first letter of a word and the picture to help them figure out tricky words. 

 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

-What animal did we see first, second, third, last?  (Use these position words with students.  Have them 

practice using these words.  This could be carried into the writing activity.) 

-Can all types of plants live in the desert?  Why not?  If some plants need a lot of water and cannot live in the 

desert, what can we assume is true about the animals that live in the desert? (don’t need a lot of water) 

-Besides not needing a lot of water, do you know another way these animals survive in such a hot and dry 

land? (hunt and feed a night when it is cooler) 

-Do all of these animals live only in the desert?  Tell me what makes you say that.  (We have spiders, lizards, 

snakes, beetles, and frogs around here, too.) 

-Let’s look at page 10-11.  What do you notice about the frog?  The frog looks a little muddy.  If the desert is 

so dry, how could the frog be muddy? (buried down deep underground) 

-Discuss how we can use the index and how it is organized. (alphabetically) 

 

 Return to Teaching Point 

 

 Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, 

synthesizing, determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

 Model the writing on the back inside cover of the book.  You can use the example in the book as a group 

sentence on day 1.  Then, on the next day, ask students to generate their own sentence or two using the same 

model. 

Camels are in the desert.  Fish are in the water. 


