
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title:  In The Forest_ Level:  B   ISBN: 978-1-58453-691-8 Publisher: Pioneer Valley 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1.  in        fox, box 
2.  the        for, fork, fort, forest 
3.  see 
 
Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual)a 

 Show the cover of the book.  Point to each word and read the title.  Talk about another word that 
means the same thing as forest- woods.  What things would you find if you took a walk in the forest?  
A forest has lots and lots of trees and many living things enjoy the forest.  Many animals live in the 
woods. 

 Together look at the glossary on p. 16.  Use beginning sounds and picture clues to read the important 
words that we will read in this book.  Clap the syllables in each word.  Then ask questions like-  What 
word has two syllables and has the ur sound in it?  What word has 2 syllables and the oo sound?  
Everyone should point to the word in their book. 

 Have a volunteer read p. 2 carefully pointing to each word.    Reread the page as a group.  Talk about 
the photo.  (tiny paws, big, bushy tail, squirrel- begins with squ) 

 As you read, think about the photo you see and check to make sure your words match what the 
author and illustrator want you to think about.  Because all the animals can be found in a forest, you 
will notice the phrase “in the forest” throughout the book.    Practice reading in a smooth way, not 
like a robot.  Give an example like- An owl lives in the forest. 
 

Difficult Words/Vocabulary –   
 

*Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Talk about ideas in the text.  Notice and remember repeated language patterns. 
 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

 Look through the book page by page.  Talk about the living things you read about in the forest. 
Do you think the author enjoys the forest?  Do you think he wants us to notice things in the woods and 
help protect things found in a forest? 
You could encourage pairs to talk about which animal is the most dangerous?  Which animal is the best 
climber?  Which animal can fly?  Which animal comes out at night? 
Encourage them to talk about other animals that could be included in this book!  Would a goldfish be a 
good choice? 
Writing Connection:  (5 min.)  

  Write a sentence about an animal that can be found in the forest.   Add an illustration to your writing.  
Add some details to your drawing so they help the reader understand your message.                                                                                                                       
  


