
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L) 

 

 

Title: The Blind Men and the Elephant  Level:_B_ISBN:__978-1-4509-7312-0__Publisher: Benchmark 

 

Familiar Read:  (3 min.) 

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)             Word Building (3 min.) 

1. a  4. this    

2. an   

3. is   

                   

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.) 

Ask students these questions to help make connections: 

What animal is in the cover illustration? What do you notice about the men standing around the elephant? 

What predictions can you make about the story using the information on the front cover? 

 

 Book Introduction: (include meaning, structure, visual) 

Introduce the author and illustrator.  

This book is about some blindfolded men and an elephant. 

Do a picture walk.   

Ask: p. 2 Imagine you were touching each part of the elephant. What would it feel like? 

Ask on each page. Where is this man touching the elephant? What do you think the man thinks this part of the 

elephant feels like? 

 

 Difficult Words/Vocabulary 

elephant    fan    men    rope    snake    stick    wall    tree 

 

 Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support) 

Support: Talk about ideas in the text. 

Notice: Readers use pictures to think about what is happening in the story. 

 

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed. 

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense? 

Good readers talk about what is happening in the text. 

 

After Reading: (5-7 min.) 

 Discuss the story 

Where does the story take place?  Why do the men have trouble figuring out what they are touching? Why cant 

the men see in the story? Who rides the elephant? What do you think the elephant thinks?  

 

 Return to Teaching Point: Readers use pictures to think about what is happening in the story. 

Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, 

determining importance 

 

Writing Connection:  (5 min.) 

Have students write and draw about what it would be like to ride an elephant. 

Writing Prompt: It is would be ______ to ride an elephant. 

 

Identify the vowel i- Write is and this on a board. 

Circle the i in each word. Say the words and point out 

they have the same vowel. Repeat words and students 

echo. Students look for other words to add to the list.  

 

 


