Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels A-L)


Title: The Desert


Level: A 
ISBN:  978-1-4189-3340-1
      Publisher:  Rigby

Familiar Read:  (3 min.)

Familiar Writing: (3 min.)



         Word Building (3 min.)

1. look







-use magnetic letters to make: lap, cap, dig, wet
2. at







-We have a lizard in our story.  What are other 
3. the








words that begin like lizard?
Before Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Book Introduction: 

Our book is about the desert.  What do you know about the desert?  Looking at the front cover, what do you think the weather would be like in the desert?  What kinds of things do you think we’d see in the desert?  Let’s take a picture walk and see what we’ll be reading about in this desert.  (During the picture walk, discuss the difficult vocabulary.  Stretch some of the words and predict what letters we might see in the word based on the sounds that we hear.)  Let’s read about the desert.
· Difficult Words/Vocabulary: p4 flower, p6 cactus, p10 lizard, p16 desert
· Suggested Teaching Point:  (refer to Behaviors to Notice and Support)

Readers use pictures to help them think about what is happening in the story.

During Reading: (5-10 min.)  *Revisit the teaching point as needed.

Prompts to Support readers:       Does it match?        Does it sound right?      Does it make sense?


After Reading: (5-7 min.)

· Discuss the story

-What kinds of things did we see in our book about the desert?
-Are there things in this book we might see in places besides a desert?  Which ones?  Why do you think we might see a cactus only in the desert?  We might see spiders around here.  How are they different from the spider we see in the book?
-Which are the only two desert critters that have the same beginning sound?
-Let’s take a close look at the cactus in our book.  A cactus is like a what? (tree)  What do you notice about it? (prickley)  Why do you think it would be covered with needles?
-Why do you think only certain types of plants and animals can live in the desert?

-Would you like to live in the desert like the animals in our story?  Why or why not?

-Compare “The” in the title and “the on one of the other pages.  Why does one begin with a capital letter and the others do not?
-Which of the things we read about in the desert are not animals?
-Do you think an animal that lives in the desert needs a lot of water?  What makes you think that?
-Do you think we’d see grass in the desert?  Why or why not?

· Return to Teaching Point

· Comprehension Strategy Focus:  connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance

Writing Connection:  (5 min.)

Look at the ______________.  (desert animal or plant)

I can see the ______________. (animal or plant we can see near our home)


