
Guided Reading Lesson Plan (Levels M-Z) 
 

Title:  Frogs by Gail Gibbons              Level:  M          ISBN:  978-082341134-4          Publisher: Holiday House 

 

Before Reading: (5-7 min.).                                                                                           

*Summarize plot (M.).                                                      *Discuss pictures (M) 

*Unfamiliar book language/character names (S)   *Draw upon students’ experiences (M 

 

Look at the front cover and read the title.  Ask students what they know or wonder about frogs.  Did you 

know a dwarf frog can eat 100 mosquitoes in one night? 

In Gail Gibbons’ nonfiction book about frogs, students will learn about the development of frogs from egg 

to adult. This book tells what they eat, how they move, enemies they have, and sounds they make.  Read about 

how they survive in winter, and how they help nature stay balanced.   

 

 *New or important words (V):  p.  6 tadpoles; p. 12 vegetarians; p. 16 amphibians; p. 17 cold-blooded;  

p. 20 transparent, hibernation;  p. 26 herpetologist 

 

              Unusual aspect of text layout (V) Many vocabulary words are included with labeled pictures.   

 

Suggested Teaching Point (Behaviors to Notice and Support) or focus on a Comprehension Strategy:  

    connections, questions, inferences, visualizing, summarizing, synthesizing, determining importance. 

 

Good readers make connections - text to world, text to self, text to text. 

Good readers think about (infer) what the author is trying to teach. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

During Reading: (10-15 min. 

Students silently read the text, or you may choose to listen to a few whisper read the text.  While students are 

silently reading, you can start another group or conference with students. 

 

After Reading:  (8-10 min.) 

 *Discuss the story 

  -clarify confusion, revisiting parts of the text that posed problems for readers 

  -acknowledge partially correct responses, seeking to understand students’ perspectives 

 *Connect discussion to the teaching point and/or a comprehension strategy (see above) 

 

Talk about the timeline of frog development – make a chart. 

What are the interesting things students learned about frogs…make a list. 

What are the connections students have made?  Share with group. 

Re-visit any sections that are confusing or interesting to students. 

Be sure to analyze the section about comparing frogs to toads. 

 Draw attention to the interesting facts at the end of the book. 

 

Writing Connection (optional):   

 

Make a time line of the development of the frog. Perhaps students could do this with partners. 

 

Pretend you are a frog….write about what your life might be like. 

 

Get more books about different types of frogs.  Report back to the group. 


