
On March 21, 2016 the 

second graders held a 

concert in the All Purpose 

room called Oceans of 

Fun.  Mrs. Micak was the 

creator of the show and 

she said she came up with 

the idea of Oceans of 

Fun because “I was   

thinking of something 

that would interest    

second graders and I 

thought creatures of the 

sea might be a good idea.” 

Second grader Ian    

Coleman, from Mrs. 

Weindel and Mrs. Bis-

choff’s class, said that 

his favorite moment of 

the concert was “When I 

got up to sing because I 

like singing in front of   

people.”   Ian played the 

part of the Blue Marlin and 

if he had a different part 

to choose he said “I would 

choose the seahorses in 

Round Up in the Ocean.” 

Ian said that he really  

enjoyed playing the part of 

the Blue Marlin though 

“because I got up to sing 

all by myself.”  Laura     

Mazur and Vansh Kumar, 

from Mrs. Persico’s class, 

said that some of the   

other songs from the   

concert were “Colors of 

the Sea, Sharks, Ollie the 

Octopus, and He’s a   

Whopper.” 

      The Oceans of Fun  

concert was a wonderful 

experience for not only the 

2nd graders but for the 

whole audience who got to 

see the show.   

The annual Ernest Dubay 

track meet was held on 

Saturday May 14, 2016 at 

Woodbridge High 

School.  In Woodbridge 

Township, there are 16 

schools that compete 

against each other during 

the meet.   Matthew Jago 

School is considered one of 

the small schools but is big 

in personality!   The MJS 

track team finished in 3rd 

place overall! 

The elementary school   

students competed in 4  

different categories. The 4 

categories were 100 meter,   

50 meter, softball throw, 

and long jump. Every time 

an athlete or student    

competes in an event they 

earn points for their school.  

Theo Newell, Trinity Stone, 

Samantha Gudszenties, 

Marcos Miranda,  
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By: Kaylee Russo and Grace Daramola 

Created by the Students for the Students 

Volume 2 

Spring 2016 

Coordinator: Mrs. Gaffney 

The Matthew Jago Home News 

Matthew Jago 

School # 28  

Oceans of Fun—2nd Grade Concert 
By: Kyle Coleman and Analise Rodriguez 

Alyssa Pollock, Justin 

Martinez, Jasmine     

Godfrey, Courtney 

Knighton, and Trinity 

Chipepo all won individual 

medals in the different 

events!   Congratulations 

everyone! 



 On Wednesday April 6, 2016 

the fifth graders went on a school 

trip to New York City to see the 

Broadway show Aladdin.  The day 

started with a big breakfast for 

just the students and teachers. The 

parent chaperones then arrived and 

two big buses took the classes to 

New York City!  The students were 

able to see the Statue of Liberty on 

the way to the city.  When everyone 

arrived at the New Amsterdam  

Theater it was very cold and windy 

while waiting in line. 

 Everyone clapped very loudly 

when the show began. The Genie, 

Princess Jasmine and 

Aladdin were the main 

characters of the 

show but many 

thought that the    

Genie was the best 

actor!  There was a lot of dancing 

and singing throughout the show. 

There were two acts to the show 

and an intermission. 

 When the show was over 

everyone headed back to the   

buses and enjoyed sandwiches and 

chips and watched movies on the 

way home. The day was a lot of fun and the 5th graders made a lot 

of memories during this special trip! 
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5th Grade NYC Trip 
By: Maritza Miranda, Nayomi Ortiz and Randilynn Tavarez 

Kinder Corner 
By: Jonathan Slohoda and Grace Daramola 

1Q: Do you like it here in Kindergarten? 

Adrian Amit- Yes 

Ethan Stevens-Yes 

 

2Q: What is your favorite thing to do? 

Adrian Amit- I like to color! 

Lilian Regan- To write! 

 

3Q: What have you learned in Kindergarten  

this year? 

Michael Tasarek- Numbers and counting. 

Mikayla Lim- Letters too! 

Nyasia James- The calendar dates. 

 

4Q: What do you like about your teacher? 

Mia- I like how she gives us jobs. 

Kameron Dunlop- Really everything!  

                 

 

5Q: What do you want to be when you grow up? 

Skyler Chipepo- A veterinarian. 

Dylan Bases- A police officer. 

Lauren Burney- A doctor. 

Karley Kondrk- A teacher. 

Noel Malave- A football player. 

 

6Q: What is your favorite animal? 

Raj Shah- I like dinosaurs. 

Noel Malave- I like wolves. 

 

7Q: What is your favorite song? 

Adrian Amit- The B-I-N-G-O song. 

Noel Malave- Watch Me Whip. 

Kameron Dunlop- Happy! 
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       Editorial Section 

       Let’s hear from the students! 

Should the school week just be 4 days long? 

For 

By: Kayleigh Skibar 
 How would you feel if we had a three day weekend every week? I think it is a great idea! If we had 

a three day weekend, think about how much more productive we would be coming back into school on    

Monday.  After being able to rest for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, students wouldn’t be tired or cranky 

starting the week on Monday. Teachers, wouldn’t you like one less day worth of papers to grade? It’s a win 

for everyone! What do you think? 

 I know what you’re thinking…..how are we going to fit everything that students need to learn into 

just 4 days?   If we increase each school day by just one hour we would be able to fit everything 

in!  What’s one more hour of school if we get a whole extra day off every week? 

 I think we should all take into consideration how much happier everyone would be and bring our 

idea to the Board of Education. Thank you for your support!  

Against 

By: Jonathan Slohoda 
 A four day elementary school week would not be a good idea. When you finish elementary school, 

you wouldn’t know the schedule if the upper grades still worked on a 5 day schedule.   

 Students would be cranky and unrested for the school week ahead because they would have so 

many extra days off.  Being cranky alone in school is bad and unhealthy for kids. Students wouldn’t be able 

to remember anything they learn during the school day. They could have random anger spikes and harm a 

fellow peer or teacher. 

 Another reason to not change to a 4 day school week, is that to make up for the missed days they 

may have to cut into summer vacation. There would still need to be 180 days in the school year so it may 

cut summer down to barely a month. I believe, if anything, there should be a 6 day week!  This would allow 

us to complete the 180 days of school in a fewer amount of months and have a longer summer. 

 These reasons are why we should keep the school schedule the way it is; for safety and for       

academics…..for the future! Civilization has gotten used to a 5 day week! Why would we change it now? I 

feel that there is no point to the change! Thank You! 
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4th Grade Liberty Science Center Trip 
By: Devion Searles and Kayleigh Skibar 

 On May 11, 2016 the Fourth 

Graders went to the Liberty       

Science Center for their class trip! 

There is so much to see and do at 

the Liberty Science Center in    

Jersey City, New Jersey.  There is 

an animal exhibit called “Eat or be 

Eaten” where you can see all kinds 

of interesting animals such as a 

flock of finch birds, tamarin      

monkeys, and degus, which are small 

rodents like mice or hamsters. You 

can also visit the “Touch Tunnel” 

where it is pitch black, you can’t see 

anything and you have to feel way 

through a dark maze.  Students also 

were able to act as scientists for 

the day and even wear a real, white 

lab coat!  

Kyle Coleman, from Mrs. Pfister 

and Mrs. Baltch’s class, said that 

his favorite part of the Liberty 

Science Center “was also seeing 

how the Freedom Tower was 

built.”  It  was a great day for all 

of the 4th grade students!  

Picture Gallery! 
Some memories of the 2015-2016 School Year! 
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Mrs. Dlugos 

By: Randilyn Tavarez & Kaylee 

Q. How long have you been teaching at MJS? 

A. This is my fifth year here at MJS. 

 

Q. What teacher at MJS has affected your 

life? 

A. Mrs.Ricci, Mrs. Bischoff, Mrs. Micak, and 

Mrs.Hogan. 

 

Q. What other grades have you taught? 

A. K-1-2-4 

 

Q. When did you first want to become a  

teacher? 

A. When I was little.  My parents were    

teachers! 

 

Q. How did you feel about the Deflate Gate 

controversy with the New England Patriots? 

A. Innocent until proven guilty! 

 

Q. How many times have you gone home with a 

headache at the end of the day? 

A. NOT MANY!!!!!!! 

 

Q.  Were you ever a student teacher?  If 

so,  where and for what grade? 

A. Yes, I was at McKnight Elementary School 

for Grades 1-4. 

 

Q. What has been your favorite book since you 

were little? 

A. The Monster at the End of this Book. 

          Ms. Keifer 

   By: Devion Searles & Kyle Coleman 

Q.  Do you like teaching at Matthew Jago School? 

I love it and I’m happy to be teaching fourth grade 

again. 

 

Q.  What do you do on weekends? 

A. I bake and I spend time with friends and family. 

 

Q. What is one of your favorite hobbies? 

Probably baking because I get to be creative and 

always get to make new things. 

 

Q. How many different grades have you taught? 

What was your favorite grade to teach? 

I’ve taught three different grades and I can’t 

choose my favorite but I do love teaching fourth 

grade. 

 

Q. What is your favorite subject you like to teach? 

I like all subjects but my favorite is math. 

 

Q. What is your most favorite and least favorite 

thing about teaching?  

A. My favorite thing is when students have fun 

learning and when they finally understand some-

thing I’ve taught. My least favorite thing is when I 

get carried away with a  lesson and wish I had more 

time. 

 

Q. How many papers do you grade every day? 

30 students x 5 different assignments = 150 papers 

a day!  Sometimes even more than that. 
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Mrs. Dando 

   By: Nayomi Ortiz & Maritza Miranda 

Q. What made you want to be a teacher? 

A. I had my own children and found myself 

teaching them a lot of English and communica-

tion skills.  I started being a substitute   

teacher and liked it so I decided to go back to 

school to become a teacher. 
 

Q. Did you go to college? Where and how was 

the experience? 

A. I enjoyed going to college.  I went to      

Rutgers College and learned lots of 

things.  Later I went to Kean College and it was 

harder because I had a job and a family but I 

still had fun. 

 

Q.  What are the main subjects that you teach 

in class? What is your favorite subject to 

teach? 

A.  We do lots of Language Arts and Math. My 

favorite subject is science.  We do lots of 

group activities. 

 

Q.  Why do you enjoy teaching? 

A.  I love teaching kids to help get them ready 

to become an adult. When they grow up, I want 

them to have all the things they need to     

succeed. 
 

Q. What 5 words would you use to describe 

yourself? 

1. Patient 

2. Determined 

3. Compassionate 

4. Strict 

5. Scientific  

Ms. Guarracino 

  By: Kayleigh Skibar & Analise Rodriguez 

Q. What do you like about teaching 3rd grade? 

Have you ever taught any other grades? 

A. I like that the kids are not too old or too 

young.  I taught 5th grade for one year with one 

other teacher. 

 

Q. Do you think kids should have homework? 

A.  I do because it prepares them for the work in 

high school and college. 

 

Q. Why did you become a teacher? 

A. I really like kids and it’s very rewarding. 

 

Q. What do you do in your spare time? 

A.  I like to snuggle with my Abby (my cat) under a 

blanket and watch TV. 

 

Q. Have you ever worked at any other schools? If 

so what school? 

A.  Yes, I worked at school 27 for one year.  
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Word Search 

  Q: Why did the teacher go to the beach?  

A: To test the  
water! 
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Just for Fun! 
Secret Message 

Q: Why did the music 
teacher need a     
ladder? 
 

A: To reach the high 
notes! 

 

We hope you enjoyed this edition of 

The Matthew Jago Home News! 

The Matthew Jago 

Spring 2016 Newsletter Club: 

Kayleigh Skibar, Devion Searles, Analise Rodriguez,  

Kyle Coleman, Grace Daramola, Jonathan Slohoda, 

Kaylee Russo, Randilyn Tavarez,  

Maritza Mirando, Nayomi Ortiz 


