
June 19, 2020

Dear Campbell Families, 

When reflecting on this year, I must again be pulled back to a Disney movie – Frozen II. 
Listening to the soundtrack, some of the songs and titles really fit my experiences. As we 
started the school year, we went through every event like we always did with the expectation 
that “Some Things Never Change.” Once March rolled around, we all found ourselves thrust 
“Into the Unknown.” I’ll admit that Olaf’s song, “When I am Older” was definitely reflective of 
my inner dialogue as I tried to make sense of the situations we encountered. I continued to hope 
that, with time, the new normal would make sense. There were times where I noticed that I felt 
like Kristoff as he was “Lost in the Woods” as I tried to find new, meaningful ways to connect 
with everyone. Teachers and administrators seemed to echo the sentiments in Elsa’s “Show 
Yourself,” especially when it was voiced in our continued requests for our students to keep their 
Zoom screens on so that we could see their faces and connect virtually. However, it was Anna’s 
song that was a driving force to persevere and do “The Next Right Thing.”  Anna sings two 
phrases – “the only star that guided me was you” and “when it’s clear that everything will never 
be the same again, then I’ll make the choice to hear that voice and do the next right thing.” It’s 
true – our children were (and are) the guiding force for every choice made throughout this year.  
It’s kind of amazing to me that an animated movie’s soundtrack could really highlight thoughts 
and experiences throughout this year. It’s that Disney insight and magic, I guess. 

The end of this school year is hitting me harder than I thought. Of course, there’s a sense of 
relief that comes with being able to check off the list of items that have to be accomplished at 
the end of the school year. However, having to send virtual hugs, masked goodbyes, and words 
of encouragement over Zoom calls and recorded messages is definitely not the way I want to be 
spending the last day of the school year. 

As you begin your summer adventures, I wanted to share some items:
 Over the summer, the Campbell School building is closed to the public. 

 If you missed Student Collections & Returns, please contact the office via 
phone (732-321-8777 ext. 3001) or email Mrs. Laura Chiusano, 
lchiusano@metboe.k12.nj.us so that contactless material exchanges may be 
coordinated. 

 Registration for new students will continue online over the summer. Please 
make sure that you follow the instructions on the website. If you have any 
questions please email Mrs. Pam Hatzlhoffer, phatzlhoffer@metboe.k12.nj.us. 

 If you have any additional inquiries, please feel free to contact the individual 
who you feel will be able to either address your questions or guide you to the 
person that is best suited to do so. 

 Student placements will be made available mid-August. More specific 
information regarding dates, etc. will be forthcoming.
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 As you have all witnessed throughout this Spring, updates from the state come daily. 
With that in mind, the district and school-based administrative teams will do their 
best to communicate decisions and plans in a timely manner. Please recognize that 
the leadership teams receive the information in real time – we learn about everything 
at the same exact time that it is either tweeted or reported to the public by the state. 
It takes a little bit of time for us to process, plan, and execute the items that they 
announce. Please be patient – we will continue to work as diligently as possible to 
ensure that you’re made aware of any plans constructed. The best way for you to 
remain updated is by ensuring that you’re checking your email and occasionally 
checking the district and school websites. 

 Please make sure that you go to your Smart Phone’s app store and download the new 
Metuchen School District, NJ App. It has all of the same information that will be 
shared on the website, and it’s easy to use on your phone!

 Summer birthdays will be announced weekly via my Twitter account (@CESPrncipl). 
So, please know that we will continue to celebrate our students over the summer. That 
announcement might include a Dad Joke of the week, for those families who are afraid 
that they’d go through withdrawal. 

 After doing this for the past four months, I don’t think I could go all summer without 
sharing another bedtime story (and I’m sure my fifteen- and twenty-year-old sons 
won’t humor me in sitting for a story. I guess I can’t blame them.)  So, follow my 
Twitter account (@CESPrncipl) and I will post a bedtime story once a week, as well. 
Remember – you do not need to have an account to view my Twitter page. You can 
search my name and my Twitter handle will come up without having to sign in. 

It has been quite a year, folks. Congratulations to our students and families moving on to fifth 
grade – we’ll miss you. I extend the same wishes to any family who is moving to another town or 
school over the summer. Please remember that we’re always family and we’ll always be here. 
Congratulations to all of our parents who have truly become partners throughout virtual 
learning. We appreciate your assistance and collaboration. Thank you for your continued 
patience, understanding, and support throughout this year – it is greatly appreciated!

I hope that everyone has a wonderful summer. Please take good care of yourselves and your 
loved ones. Let your children know that we love them, we miss them, and that we can’t wait to 
see them in person again sometime very soon. 

Be well, stay safe, and have fun!

As always, 

Edward C. Porowski
Principal
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