
Geneva Area City Schools 
Austinburg Elementary / Cork Elementary School 

Geneva Platt R. Spencer Elementary 

Checklist – How to describe the Third Grade Reading Guarantee 

 
 Recent legislation has created Ohio’s Third-Grade Reading Guarantee. This legislation is a mandate and emphasizes 

reading instruction and intervention in the early grades 

 

 All students entering the third grade must demonstrate a certain level of competency in reading before advancing to the 

fourth grade. 

 

 Students with a score of 389 or below for the 2012-13 school year (this score has been set by the Ohio Department of 

Education) he/she may be retained in third grade 

 

 The Ohio Achievement Assessment for third-grade reading is not the only measure of reading competency but it will be one 

of the deciding assessments for the determination of retention at the end of third grade.  

 

 This year, our district will use the AimsWeb assessment to both evaluate and monitor reading ability. 

 

 The school must assess students by September 30
th

 

 

 Students who are not  reading at grade level are identified as not on track 

 

 The new law requires that schools develop student-specific reading improvement, support and monitoring plan for identified 

students within 60 days after identifying the student as not on track. 

 

 The reading improvement and monitoring plan for each student identified as reading below grade level must include the 

following information: 

1. Identify the student’s specific reading skill level 
2. Describe the additional instructional services and support 
3. Include opportunities for parental involvement 
4. Specify a process for monitoring the student’s receipt of the services and support 
5. Provide a reading curriculum that assesses his or her reading progress using vetted assessments and research-

based strategies 
6. State that the student may be retained in third grade for failure to pass the third grade reading assessment. 

 

 Reading support includes intensive, individualized, and regular instruction using research-based methods 

 

 In addition, we will work with you to develop a plan that provides your child additional intervention as needed based on 

his/her areas of weakness.  This plan also helps you to develop strategies to help your child at home. 

 

 This additional intervention can include flexible grouping which involves extra instruction in reading using double dose 

instruction of Fundations, Think Link, DIBELS, Linda Mood Bell System, STAR, Early STAR and other enrichment activities in 

school or at home.  Finally, your child will receive small group Tier 2/3 intervention with a reading specialist 

 

 Our Title I program provides intervention to students who are identified as “not on track” in the areas of reading. 

 

 Austinburg, Cork, and Geneva Platt R. Spencer  Elementary schools are Title I School-wide Programs which means that all 

students are considered Title I students.   This does not mean that all students receive extra help; however, it gives us 

more flexibility in helping all the students if and when they need interventions. 

 

 We will work together to help your child to be successful as a reader. 

 

 

 


