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SECTION 504 NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION

It is the policy of the Turkey Valley Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, language, gender, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, familial status, physical 
and mental ability, disability, age, religion, creed, physical attributes, ancestry, socioeconomic status, political party 
preference, or political beliefs in its educational programs or employment practices.  There is a grievance procedure for 
processing complaints of discrimination by students, employees, parents, and community members.  If you have ques-
tions or a grievance related to this policy, please contact Mr. Chris Hoover, Turkey Valley Community School District.  
Iowa Code 280.3
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In our on-going quest for excellence, the Turkey Valley School District educates and empowers learners to reach their 
fullest potential through high student achievement, life-long learning skills, and responsible, productive citizenship.

SAVE THE DATE

Turkey Valley Education Foundation
2nd Annual Gala Celebration

Saturday, March 10, 2012 at the Protivin Community Center
5 pm Social Hour

6 pm Prime Rib Dinner
7 pm Entertainment

8:30 pm Auction

Board members: Tom and Sherri Achen, Linda Anderson, Bob Vrzak, Lisa Hadacek, 
Connie Kuennen, Leslie Cuvelier, Rhonda Drilling, and Phyllis Boeding

Equal Educational Opportunity Policy 
 The Turkey Valley Community School District will not discriminate in its educational activities on the basis of: race, 
color, national origin, gender (sex), sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, socioeconomic status, disability, 
religion, or creed.  The board requires all persons, agencies, vendors, contractors and other persons and organizations 
doing business with or performing services for the school district to subscribe to all applicable federal and state laws, 
executive orders, rules and regulations pertaining to contract compliance and equal opportunity.  The board is committed 
to the policy that no otherwise qualified person will be excluded from educational activities on the basis of race, color 
national origin, gender (sex), sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, socioeconomic status, disability, religion, 
or creed.  Further, the board affirms the right of all students and staff to be treated with respect and to be protected from 
intimidation, discrimination, physical harm and harassment.  Harassment or discriminatory behavior that denies civil 
rights or access to equal educational opportunities includes comments, name-calling, physical conduct or other expressive 
behavior directed at an individual or group that intentionally demeans the race, color religion, national origin, sex, or 
disability of the individual or individuals or creates an intimidating, hostile or demeaning environment for education.  
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support of the Turkey Valley 
Community School District.  It is because of you, our stakeholders, that we are able to provide a 
top-notch education at Turkey Valley.  Through proper use of our funding we have been able to 
provide staff, facilities, and programming that is matched by very few school districts of our size 
in the state.  Thank you!

As budget preparations begin for FY13, I wanted to share some information in regards to one area 
that schools get a major chunk of funding from: local property taxes.  Property taxes represent 
over one-third of the total revenue received by school districts annually.  They are the second 
largest source of revenue to districts, with state aid being the largest.  Nothing seems to generate 
more blank stares than discussions around property taxes.  In reality, property taxes are fairly easy 
to understand once you know the language.  Before delving deeply into school finance, it is valu-
able to have an understanding of one of the primary funding mechanisms to a school district, the 
property tax.  Two essential terms to understanding the property tax system are taxing authority 
and taxing district.

Taxing Authorities and Taxing Districts
Taxing authorities are the political subdivisions of the state having the authority to levy a property 
tax.  All schools, cities, counties, community colleges, rural water districts, etc. have the ability 
to levy a property tax.  However, area education agencies (AEAs), for example, have no taxing 
authority.  Schools levy the property taxes on behalf of the AEA and then those taxes are passed 
through to the AEA.  Each taxing authority imposes a tax rate or rates on its constituents. The to-
tal of all taxing authorities’ tax rates is the consolidated (total) levy rate the property owner pays.

However, since these political boundaries often cross each other (for example, a city or school 
district can cross county lines), a finer level of geographic distinction is needed.  Taxing districts 
are defined as the smallest geographic entity sharing a common consolidated levy rate.  Because 
there are school districts, 950 cities, 99 counties and innumerable special taxing authorities, this 
creates more than 11,000 taxing districts statewide. School districts are made up of multiple tax-
ing districts leading to confusion among some as to why one person’s total tax rate is different 
from another’s in the same school district.  While their total tax rate is different, their school tax 
rate is the same.  It is the other taxing authorities rate differences that cause the difference in the 
total tax rate.

Background
In their most basic form, property taxes can be expressed in this formula:
Rate x Value = Taxes Paid

Property tax rates in Iowa are expressed in the form of some rate per thousand dollars of taxable 
value.  Converting from expressions in “per thousand” is really nothing more than dividing what-
ever number is given by 1,000 to see the “real” number.  For example, if a district says its tax rate 
is $14.53 per thousand of taxable value, this is equal to $0.01453 tax per dollar of value (or 1.4 
cents tax per dollar of value).

Property Valuation
Rate x Value = Taxes Paid

The more difficult side of the equation is the value side, because there are different classes of 
property and all have different values associated with them. All classes of property in Iowa, 
except agricultural property, are valued for taxation purposes at their market value (selling price). 
In other words, what value you could get for your property if you sold it today.  This market value 
is also referred to as assessed value.  County assessors complete assessments, although a small 
number of larger cities have retained the assessment function.  Property is assessed annually and 
may be done by a number of methods including comparative sales analysis. For taxation pur-
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January Board Minutes

poses, property value is based on a January 1 
to December 31 (calendar) basis. Taxes applied 
to the property are not paid until the fall and 
spring of the year following. For example, if 
property were assessed as of January 1, 2009, 
taxes would not be paid on that value until the 
fall of 2010 and spring of 2011.

Property in Iowa is also divided into five 
classes. All property in Iowa fits into one of the 
following classes:
• Residential
• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Railroads/Utility (centrally assessed at the 
state level)

In the next issue, we will discuss tax credits 
and rollbacks to see how property valuations 
and the percentage of taxes levied on property 
are figured in their entirety.  

As always, please do not hesitate to call, 
e-mail, or stop in if you have questions or 
concerns.

Sincerely,

Chris Hoover
Superintendent  

    
 The Turkey Valley school board met in 
regular session on Monday, January 9, 
2012.  The meeting was held in the elemen-
tary media center at Turkey Valley School, 
Jackson Junction, IA.  Linus Kuhn called 
the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The fol-
lowing board directors answered roll call: 
Linus Kuhn, Roger Ott, Jody Steinlage, 
Ernie Schmitt, and John Cuvelier.
     Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by 
Ernie Schmitt to approve the agenda items 
as presented.  Carried unanimously.
     Moved by John Cuvelier and seconded 
by Jody Steinlage to approve the consent 
agenda items.  Carried unanimously.

 

Minutes from the regular board meeting 
December 12, 2011.
Financial reports and bills
General Fund Bills $73,286.01
PPEL Bills                  $14,022.70
Capital Bills  $63,336.68
Clearing Acct.  $13,782.12
Hot Lunch Acct. $14,734.65
     Public Forum – Congratulations to 
Kayla Sloan.  She graduated mid-year.  
Mr. Hoover and Linus Kuhn presented her 
with her diploma.  She is going into the air 
force.  The board wished her the best of 
luck in the future.  
     Paula Kovarik and Phillip Schmitt 
informed the board of a business that the 
accounting class created.  They sold ice 
cream desserts for 3 days at Turkey Val-
ley during the lunch hours.  They had to 
plan and run the business including buying 
supplies and scheduling workers.  It was 
a successful project and they stated that 
they enjoyed it and they learned a lot from 
this hands-on experience.  The money that 
they made will go towards start up funds 
for next years accounting class project.  
The balance of the profit will be used for 
new calculators for the business courses at 
Turkey Valley.  
     Moved by John Cuvelier and seconded 
by Ernie Schmitt to approve the final read-
ing for board policy 201.6, Term in Office.  
Carried unanimously.
     Moved by Roger Ott and seconded 
by Jody Steinlage to approve the follow-
ing members for the 2012-2013 Career & 
Technical Education Advisory Commit-
tee: Tom Achen, Paul Bakewell, Melissa 
Brincks, Sue Busta, Maria Langreck, Jay 
Schwamman, Pat Sheridan, Tammy Vrzak, 
and Mindi Watters.  Carried unanimously.
     Moved by Ernie Schmitt and seconded 
by Roger Ott to approve NICC for the 
drivers education program.  Carried unani-
mously.
     Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by 
John Cuvelier to increase all meal prices 
by .10¢.  A report from the USDA shows 
that research indicates that average prices 
charged for paid lunches in some SFAs 
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(school food authorities) are less than the 
cost of producing those lunches. Pricing 
paid lunches below the cost of production 
effectively increases Federal subsidies for 
higher income children because Federal 
funds intended for free and reduced price 
lunches are being used to help fill in the 
gap between what a paid lunch costs and 
what the school receives for it.  Children 
across all income levels are negatively 
affected by limiting the funds available to 
provide nutritious meals.  Carried unani-
mously.  
     Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by 
Ernie Schmitt to approve the contract with 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Decorah.  
Carried unanimously.
     The board discussed the opportunity of 
Starmont joining the Upper Iowa Confer-
ence.  The board agreed that it was a good 
idea.  No action was needed.
     Ms. Knoll shared information in regards 
to the preschool playground.  She stated 
that they are looking into the option of 
putting it in the courtyard simply because it 
would need to be a fenced in area and this 
would save on fencing supplies.  She also 
said that Clark Goltz has written a couple 
grants to help fund this project.  They hope 
to have it installed in the summer of 2012.  
Carol, Janice Myers, and Linda Anderson 
with The Insurance Association of Lawler 
met and discussed taking inventory of the 
building.  
     Mr. Hoover reported that he, Carol 
Knoll, and Janice Myers attended the 
ISFLIC conference.  Chris attended an 
employment law session.  He will attend an 
Executive Committee.  The fitness facil-
ity is moving along.  They are waiting for 
some heating units to arrive.  In the mean-
time they are working on plumbing, heat-
ing, and cooling conduit and duct work.
     Moved by Jody Steinlage and seconded 
by Roger Ott to adjourn at 7:59 PM.  Car-
ried unanimously.
     The next regular board meeting will be 
held on February 13, 2012 @ 7:00 PM.

The Turkey Valley school board met in 
regular session on Monday, February 13, 
2012.  The meeting was held in the elemen-
tary media center at Turkey Valley School, 
Jackson Junction, IA.  Linus Kuhn called 
the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.  The fol-
lowing board directors answered roll call: 
Roger Ott, Ernie Schmitt, and Linus Kuhn.  
John Cuvelier and Jody Steinlage were 
absent.   
Moved by Ernie Schmitt and seconded by 
Roger Ott to approve the agenda items as 
presented.  Carried unanimously.
Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by 
Ernie Schmitt to open the public notice for 
the Start Date Waiver @ 7:05 PM.  The 
hearing will be open for one hour.
Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by Er-
nie Schmitt to approve the consent agenda 
items.   Carried unanimously.
 Minutes from the regular board 
meeting January 9, 2012.   
Financial reports and bills   
      
General Fund Bills  $130,574.49 
Capital Bills   $  62,851.32 
Clearing Account  $  30,441.13 
Hot Lunch Account  $  11,715.01
      Spring Play director - Roger Pollock 
      Golf Coach - John Reicks 
      Custodial Position - Mary Speltz retire 
effective May 31, 2012 
      Volunteer Asst Wrestling coach -Lee 
Meirick 
      Volunteer Asst Track coaches - James 
Duffy and Timothy Kruckman 
      Volunteer Asst Trap Team coaches- 
Josh Adams, Mary Ann Balk, Chad 
Cutsforth, Kurt Klimesh, Daryl Kuennen, 
Henry Langreck, Mark Langreck, Paul 
Mashek, Dave Njus, Mike Reicks, Christo-
pher Schmitt, Gerald Vrzak, Dave Vsetec-
ka, Robyn Vsetecka, Ryan Vsetecka, and 
James Weissenfluh.
Public Forum – none
Congratulations to the Future Cities team 
of John Gossling, Morgen Kuennen, Sadie 
Nymeyer, and Shelby Reicks on their 3rd 

February Board Minutes
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place at state competition.  They presented 
their project to the school board and an-
swered questions in regards to their model, 
essay, and experience.  Thank you to Paul 
Herold, Sharon Samec, and the parents that 
helped with and put in many hours towards 
this project.  It was a job well done!
Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by 
Ernie Schmitt to approve the roof bid 
from Moss Roofing, West Union IA, in 
the amount of $27400.00.  Carried unani-
mously.
Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by Er-
nie Schmitt to accept the CSIAC Commit-
tee as presented with the suggestion of new 
Waucoma mayor Donald Myers replacing 
Kevin Kleve.  Carried unanimously.
The purpose of the redistricting project is 
to use 2010 Census population to verify 
that each of Iowa’s 351 school districts 
conform to state law and to adjust direc-
tor district boundaries when appropriate.  
Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by 
Ernie Schmitt to approve the Redistricting 
worksheet to reflect no change in districts.  
Carried unanimously.
Mr. Hoover and the board discussed sig-
nage for the building.  Mr. Hoover will 
check into options and bring information to 
the board.
The board held the first reading of board 
policy 602.12, Multicultural and Nonsexist 
Equity Education Opportunity.  The second 
reading will be waived and the final read-
ing will be in March, 2012.
Moved by Ernie Schmitt and seconded by 
Roger Ott to approve the changes to the 
2012-2013 course guide.  Carried unani-
mously.
The 2012-2013 Calendar item is tabled un-
til the end of the meeting, to meet the one 
hour time requirement.
Moved by Ernie Schmitt and seconded 
by Roger Ott to approve the Cooperative 
Sponsorship of an activity (swimming) 
with Decorah High School for the 2011-
2012 school year.  Carried unanimously.
Ms. Knoll updated the board with the fol-
lowing items: girls basketball vs Kee High 

at Turkey Valley on Feb. 14.  The boys will 
play on February 16.  John Hageman will 
wrestle in Des Moines this week.  The 5-12 
Band concert will be held on Feb. 23rd and 
the 7-12 vocal concert will be Feb. 24th.  
Ms. Knoll will attend an ISFLIC meeting 
in Des Moines this week.  
Ms. Knoll and Linus Kuhn presented a 
proposal to do a Ford Fundraiser.  Ford 
is willing to donate to Turkey Valley for 
each person that test drives one of their 
vehicles.  Ms. Knoll and Mr. Kuhn will set 
a date with Ford and work out details of the 
event.  More information will follow.
Mr. Hoover stated that he and Janice 
went to a budget workshop @ Keystone 
AEA.  They worked with Larry Sigel 
from SAI and received good information.  
Mr. Hoover will present the budget at the 
March meeting. This week he will be at a 
meeting in Elkader on Tuesday and in Des 
Moines for ISFLIC on Wed. and Thurs-
day.  The Fitness Facility is still waiting on 
heating units.  There will be a walk through 
prior to the board meeting and a list of 
summer projects will be on the March 
agenda.  The Chickasaw County Board 
Representative will be John Cuvelier.
The board commented on the outside lights 
of the fitness facility.  They look very nice 
and asked if similar lights could be placed 
all the way down on the west side of the 
building.  It was also noted that the outside 
of the building matches the original very 
well.
At 8:15, moved by Ernie Schmitt and 
seconded by Roger Ott to close the Public 
Hearing for the start date waiver 2012-
2013.  The suggestion of starting the school 
year after the state fair was noted.
Moved by Roger Ott and seconded by Er-
nie Schmitt to adjourn at 8:16 PM.  Carried 
unanimously.
The next regular board meeting will be 
held on March 12, 2012 @ 7:00 PM.
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We want to thank all who participated in the 2011-2012 TVAB calendar 
sales.  All  benefits will be used to support athletic programs at the Tur-
key Valley Community School.   The drawing was held in December. 

$150 Grand Prize Winners:   Tom McGowen and Walter Wenthold 
$100.00 Winners:  Alpha Tap, Kevin Kleve, Spillville Locker, Mark Panos,  and JoAnn 
Wurzer  $50.00 Winners: Luke Anderson, M&M Convenience Store, Kalvin Langreck, 
Clinton Brannon, Carol Knoll, Lois Buchheit, Joe Langreck, Nicole Meirick, Bank Iowa, 
Anita Busta
$25.00 Winners:   Kathy Ball, Lucas Hanson, Old Mill Floral, Nick & Dorothy Stein-
lage, Amy Mehmen, Lisa Anton, Tammy & Kevin Winter, Sam Wenthold,  Ken Heme-
sath, John Farrell, Steve & Karla Baumler, Gerry & Gail Carolan, Nicole  Kleppe, Angie 
Adams, Shawver Well Company, Mark Winter, Walter Wenthold, Bob Robbins, Dan 
Hageman, Joel Martin, Dennis Wenthold, Vanessa Wenthold, Gail Stammeyer, Tuffy 
Blue, Lucas Anderson, Merit Trucking/S & B Cattle ($175), Decorah Chiropractic, Pro 
Cattle-Bob Peterson ($100), Terry Anderson, Clair Dietzenbach, Kyle Langreck, Keith 
Kuennen, Deb Langreck  Robert Meyer,   Mary Burns/Dale Christensen ($125),  Heather 
Zajicek, First National Bank-WestUnion/St.Lucas  ($100), Loras Drilling, Darlene Kuen-
nen ($100), Lori & Matt Herold, Don Huber, Marv Smith Electric ($75),  Harry & Barb 
Reicks,  Dr. Boeding & Speltz Family Dentristy ($50), Pat Kuepker, Headquarters, M & 
M Convenience Store ($125), Jillian Steinlage, Craig Kuehner, Joe Steinlage, Edna Stah-
ley, Darla Goerend, Kathleen Drilling, Pete & Sue Schmitt ($125), Lorna Neuzil, Becky 
Neuzil, Michael Kuhn,  Nic Schaufenbuel, Kayla Schaufenbuel, Joe & Emma Gayle 
Hageman ($50), Vernelle Hackman, Jay & Mary Schwamman, Marie Schaufenbuel, Deb 
& Mark Dietzenbach, Keith Schaufenbuel, Adam Schaufenbuel, Merle & Sheila Reicks, 
AlphaTap ($75), Phillips Modern Ag Co.  Gossling Wood Works ($50), Jim Brannon, 
Jane Kleve, Tom Sloan, Florian Langreck, Gary Balik, Laurie Ahrndt, Amie Rosenbaum, 
Chris & Karin Hoover, Carol Knoll ($75), John & Lynnie Reicks, Donna & Dennis 
Mracek, Bruce & Lolita Adams, Citizens Savings Bank/Spillville & Fort Atkinson ($50), 
Ida Ameling,  Beaver Creek Graphix-Karla Nymeyer ($100), Dave & Sharon Hackman 
($100), Mihm Bros.,Inc.,  Winneshiek Medical Center-Sports Rehab Center ($150), Mel-
vin & Mary Rausch, Howard’s Tire, Kuhn Enterprises, Inc.($175)  Busta Farms (Brian 
& Joan) ($75),  Busta Farms (Steve & Laura),  Bushman Insurance & Real Estate, Ace 
Telephone Association ($50),   Windridge Imp .LLC ($50), Peter & Kaya Kriener, Farm 
Bureau-Arnie Kriener ($100)  Matt Weis (Weis Buick),  A Perfect House Reality,  Mark 
Seed-Loren & Jim Kriener, Decorah Chiropractic ($50),  Spillville Locker,  Decorah Vet-
erinary Clinic ($75), Paul & Phyllis Doubek, Annette  Kime, Ryan Kipp, Leon Kipp, Lisa 
Perry, Don Huber, Roger & Judy Ott ($50),  Gerald & Kaye Schmitt, John Eichenberger 
($75), Five Star Co-op ($50), C.A.S.H.,Inc., Colleen Busta, Russell Busta, Debi Speltz, 
D.J. Busta, Verna & Jack Orvis ($50), Mark Timlin, Dan Steinlage, Kinnick McGrath, 
Fredericksburg Plumbing & Heating,  Fredericksburg Farmers Coop, Don Blazek, Ly-
nette Banks, Riley Buchheit ($75),  Lois Buchheit, Bruce Buchheit, Eric Polashek, Cory 
Polashek, Bob Busta ($50), A.J. Straw, Gerald Dostal, Kevin & Cheryl Mracek ($75), 
Deco Products ($75), Bernie Busta, DiAnna Arthur, Jamie Desloover, Mike Kime, Karen 
Straw, Lorraine Vopava, Gary & Roberta Swestka, Jerico Equipment ($100), Bill & Ann 
Meirick ($175),  Dave & Robyn Vsetecka ($75), L&R Manufacturing ($50), Phyllis 
Vsetecka, Kelly Baumler, Reicks View Farms ($100), Sydni Heims, Kathy Ryan, Fast 
Mart ($50),  Jeremy Reicks, Rory Reicks, Francis & Lucille Reicks, Amy Moudry, Ernie 
Schmitt ($50), Fredericksburg Farmers Coop,  Panos Farm Supplies,  Art Perry, Micki 
Pecinovsky, Ray Bina,  Mark & Wendy Meirick, Greg Meirick, Ray & Joyce Lukes, Ber-
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nice Ohm, Bodensteiner Imp ($100),  Jeff & Cindy Jirak, Kohlmeyer Inc,.  Jeanne Loftus, 
Loras Drilling & Sons Tiling,  Scott & Heather Busta, Ellen Wiest, Steve Lynch, Mike & 
Amy Baumler, Kristi Steinlage, Bill and Renae Croell, Kurt Huinker, Carroll Schaufenbuel, 
Kirk Reicks,  HRS ($75),  Tom Schmitt/Vickie Elliot ($125), Renae Huinker,  Bank Iowa 
($75), Gary Kuennen ($50), Ron Donn, John Cuvelier, Insurance Associates of Lawler 
($50), Beth Koshatka, Larry Gehling,  Fencl Oil ($50),  Mabel Berka, Joan Schwade, Jenna 
Throndson, Kim & Pat Lensing, Gerald Tieskotter Livestock Hauling ($75), Gene Winter, 
Shane & Elizabeth Brandt, Donald Krivachek ($75), Kelly Dietzenbach, Doug Burks, Kim 
& Keith Huinker, Denise Elsbernd, Landon Zwanziger, Ruth Loesch, Father Nick March, 
Betty  Hadacek, Randy & Zita Bruess, Josh Hansmeier ($50)  Livestock Express ($50), 
Vickie Mracek, Randy Mracek, Laura Busta, Howard’s Tire,  Dean Vrba, April & Ken 
Schmitt, Victor & Charlotte Fencl, Anne Lukes, Clayton Snyder, Local 2831 Calmar Mfg.,  
Frank Wilson, Hailey Vrzak, Colleen Durham sd($50), Todd & Carla Berst, Derek Schmitt, 
Brian Schmitt, Darren Schmitt
Donated Back Winnings:  Bill & Ann Meirick, Merit Trucking/S & B Cattle, Mary Burns/
Dale Christensen, Jerico Equipment, First National Bank-West Union/St. Lucas, Carol 
Knoll, Chris & Karin Hoover, HRS, Ace Telephone Association, Harry & Barb Reicks, 
Lois Buchheit, Deco Products, Reicks View Farms, Loras Drilling, Five Star Co-op, Busta 
Farms (Brian & Joan), Busta Farsms (Steve & Laura), Loras Drilling & Sons, Bruce Buch-
heit, Fredericksburg Farmers Coop, Ernie Schmitt, Old Mill Floral, Farm Bureau-Arnie 
Kriener, Pete & Sue Schmitt, Shawver Well, Kathleen Drilling, Renae Huinker, Bank Iowa, 
Colleen Durham, Steve Lynch, Doug Ball, Kerri & Deb Langreck, Nick Steinlage, Boden-
steiner Implement, John Cuvelier, Insurance Associate of Lawler, Bill and Renae Croell, 
Tom McGowan, and Art and Beth Perry.  

 St. Lucas Little League Program
 
We are looking for anyone interested in 
coaching boys and girls little league this 
summer. This paid position is for the end of 
May and the full month of June. 
Also, if your child is interested in playing 
little league this year and is in Kindergarten 
to seventh grade, please contact us!!!! 
Scott and Jenae Kuennen 563-778-2802

Thank you area First Responders

We would like to extend a HUGE THANK 
YOU to all the area First Responders for 
you quick respone and helping with the 
emergencies at our recent sporting events.  

Little League Coaches Needed:

Looking for coaches for little girls in Lawler. 
Please email resumes tocjkurtenbach@
myclearwave.net or mail resumes to Jenn 
Kurtenbach 3050 210th St, Lawler, 52154. If 
you would like a full job description please 
email me. Deadline is Friday April 13, 2012.

Wanted:
Kids Kdgn – 7th grade to play baseball and 
softball in Lawler. Practice starts in May. 
Games in June. Season done the end June. 
Please contact Jenn Kurtenbach if you didn’t 
play last year so you can get a registration 
packet. 563-238-8801 or cjkurtenbach@my-
clearwave.net

Swimming Lessons Transportation
     Due to budget constraints and to the decreasing number of students utilizing the busing for 
swimming lessons, Turkey Valley will not be able to provide transportation for swimming
lessons.
     Please remember that each pool has many sessions available, BUT Turkey Valley will no 
longer be able to offer transportation.  If you would like to attend sessions at the pools, please 
call the pools directly.  
Calmar City Clerk 563-562-3154  - Calmar Pool 563-562-3148
Annie Rude (Pool Manager) 319-361-8532 
New Hampton Park & Rec. Office 641-394-5464 
New Hampton Pool 641-394-3037
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Turkey Valley Community School District Receives $2,000 All-Clad Cookware Kit 

     The Turkey Valley Community School District recently 
received a $2,000 high-end All-Clad cookware demonstra-
tion kit. The award was granted to Diane Shileny, Turkey 
Valley Food Service Director and her staff, for their involve-
ment with the Northeast Iowa Food & Fitness Initiative 
(FFI). 
     Turkey Valley’s food service staff has attended a num-
ber of trainings and workshops held by the Northeast Iowa 
FFI including the 5th Season Workshop where participants 

learned cooking skills from French chef and author Monique Hooker. 
     Stephanie Conant, FoodCorps service member with the Northeast Iowa FFI presented 
the cookware kit to Shileny and her staff.  
     The kit included a stainless eight-quart stockpot, stainless three-quart saucepan, a 
stainless steal fry pan, induction burner, stainless solid spoon, stainless turner, stainless 
tongs, a chef’s knife, a paring knife, and a large cutting board.
     The All-Clad cookware kit was donated as a part of the Chefs Move to School pro-
gram and was distributed by the Northeast Iowa FFI, Share Our Strength, and Partnership 
for a Healthier America.
     According to the School Nutrition Association, Chefs Move to Schools encourages 
chefs to pair up with local schools to mobilize and excite a new generation of healthy 
eaters. By adopting a school, a chef will work with school food professionals, teachers, 
parents and students to help educate kids about food and nutrition, and help them to make 
healthy choices. 
     The Turkey Valley food service staff and the School Wellness Team, in partnership 
with the Northeast Iowa Food & Fitness Initiative, is working to offer healthier school 
meals and increasing opportunities for physical activity.  Together, they are fostering 
environments were students can better learn and play.

*****Attention Class of 1962 *****

     We would like to invite you, the class 
of 1962, to join us at the commencement 
exercises on Sunday, May 13, 2012 @ 1:00 
PM.  Your class will be recognized as 50 
year graduates from Turkey Valley.  There 
will be a section reserved for your class 
and we ask that you sit together as you 
did 50 years ago at your own graduation 
ceremony.
     Please join us in celebrating Turkey Val-
ley and all of its accomplishments.  Help us 
spread the word to all of your 1962 class-
mates.  
     Please RSVP to Turkey Valley School 
OR if you have any questions, please 
contact Turkey Valley Community School, 
563.776.6011.  You are welcome to have a 
spouse or guest sit with you in the reserved 
section.
     Thank you and we look forward to see-
ing you at graduation.

Little Trojan Relays 
 Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Grades Kdgn. – 6th beginning at 11:00 

The concession stand will be open for 
snacks and lunch.  The Elementary Book 
Fair will be located in the Elementary 
Library.  We are adding activities in the 
afternoon this year that will involve fam-
ily participation.  We encourage parents, 
grandparents and friends to attend.
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THE HEALTHY KIDS ACT

     The Healthy Kids Act was developed and signed into law in 2008 by then Governor 
Chet Culver in an attempt to create a healthier environment for our children.  The pur-
pose of the Healthy Kids Act is to set standards for foods and beverages sold or provided 
in school from the first bell of the day to the last bell of the school day.  It also requires 
school districts to ensure that every K-5 student has at least 30 minutes of physical activ-
ity a day, and that every 6-12 student has at least 120 minutes of physical activity per 
week.  Each student must also complete a course in CPR prior to graduation.  The final 
requirement is that each AEA must have a contract with a licensed dietician. 
     With these requirements, we are reminded that each of us plays an important role 
in making the Healthy Kids Act a success.   Staff members need to teach by example, 
choosing healthy and nutritious foods and beverages in the school setting.  They also 
need to be physically active to serve as role models to the students.  Staff members can 
also lead by example when they involve the students in physical activity both inside and 
outside of the classroom.
     As parents, it is important to offer good snack and meal food choices to children, 
both at home and away from home.  Rather than sitting in front of a television during the 
cold winter months, parents can play active video games or exercise with their children.  
Outdoor recreational activities are also recommended.  During warm weather months, 
families can be active in a variety of ways, including walking, biking, or working on lawn 
or garden projects together.
     We all know that students learn by following the example of adults, but they also learn 
by following the example of their peers.  If one friend is eating healthy and being physi-
cally active, their peers are much more likely to join them in their healthy habits.  
     Remember that the Healthy Kids Act has been put in place to provide guidelines for 
our schools to offer better food choices through the vending machines and other food 
sales during the school day. This law does not regulate the hot lunch program, as that is 
regulated by the federal government.   For more information on the Healthy Kids Act, 
visit the website at:  www.tinyurl.com/Iowa-HKA.

Lunch Price Change

     A report from the USDA shows that research indicates that average prices charged for 
paid lunches in some SFAs (school food authorities) are less than the cost of producing 
those lunches. Pricing paid lunches below the cost of production effectively increases 
Federal subsidies for higher income children because Federal funds intended for free and 
reduced price lunches are being used to help fill in the gap between what a paid lunch 
costs and what the school receives for it.  Children across all income levels are negatively 
affected by limiting the funds available to provide nutritious meals.  
     Effective February 1, 2012, Turkey Valley will increase its meal prices by .10¢.
Prices will be as follows:

Meal Prices Effective February 1, 2012
K-6 Lunch      $1.85
7-12 Lunch      $2.10
Student Breakfast     $1.35
Extra Milk      $  .40

        
Due to a federal mandate Turkey Valley is required to raise meal prices.  Should you have 
any questions, comments, or concerns please contact Chris Hoover, Superintendent.  
             
        Jan.11, 2012
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Second Quarter Honor Roll

Students are listed alphabetically in groups divided in regard to grade point average 
ranges.  The criteria for a student qualifying for the honor roll is obtaining a quality point 
average of 3.0 or above based upon the scale below.  Students receiving a “D” or “F” 
grade will not qualify for the honor roll.

A+        = 4 points                       B+  =  3.33 points                        C+   =   2.33 points
A = 4 points                        B    =  3.00 points                         C     =   2.00 points 
A- = 3.67 points                   B-   = 2.67 points                          C-   =    1.67 points

3.75-4.0
Morgen Brooks Kuennen, Brooke Herold, Emily Luzum, Sadie Nymeyer, Shelby Reicks, 
Kailey Steinlage, Keegan Steinlage, Kennedy Balk, Amber Barloon, Emily Dietzenbach, 
Teresa Hageman, Taylor Kuennen, Delaney Lensing, Stephanie Martin, Hailiegh Maser, 
Kayla Schaufenbuel, Izaack Best, Johanna Blazek, Elizabeth Bruess, Erika Custforth, 
Josie Einwalter, Josine Gossling, Justin Hackman, Nathan Herold, Ashley Kurash, Nicole 
Meirick, Arianna Rausch, Nicole Schmitt, Nathan Suell, Jenna Winter, Toril Einwalter, 
Marisa Goerend, John Hageman, Olivia Reicks, Regan Schmitt, Rebekah Shindelar, Mac-
ey Winter, Carson Bruess, Vicki Eichenberger, Paula Kovarik, Jordan Mitchell, Adam 
Schaufenbuel, Jordan Schmitt, Phillip Schmitt, Sterling Shatek, Kayla Sloan

3.50-3.74 – Kaylee Buckendahl, Kayla Gebel, Kacy Ourada, Carrie Rassman, Kyle Balik, 
Reece Barloon, Andrea Baumler, Blake Busta, Eric Drilling, Sara Fischer, Kelsey Jen-
cks, Cole Langreck, Thomas Reicks, Jensen Winter, Claire Achen, Noelle Berst, Steven 
Landa, Tierney Lensing, Riley Meirick, Mackenzie Straw, Carolyn Busta, Jessica Hans-
meier, Kalyn Kruse, Ashley Throndson, Shelbee Winter, Joseph Adams, Lexi Dietzen-
bach, Kelsey Huinker, William Kuehner, Brian Kuhn, Chase Langreck, Morgan Lens-
ing, Danielle Mashek, Nolan Milbrandt, Jeremy Mueterthies, Ray Schaufenbuel, John 
Schmitt, Jessica Stahley, Emma Vsetecka

 3.25-3.49 – Sydney Kuennen, Nathan Mueterthies, Kelby Reicks, Josefina Escamilla-
Solis, April Stammeyer, Joey Bruch, Selena Carlson, Ryan Izer, Megan Jencks, Haley 
Klimesh, Taylor Novotny, Allie Rausch, Tyler Sawyer, Ethan Throndson, Riley Buch-
heit, Chloe Reicks, Joseph Throndson, Allison Dietzenbach, Robin Kime, Victoria Berst, 
Zachary Brummond, Noah Buss, Grant Franzen, Tess Kuennen, Blake Langreck, Shaun 
Morris, Daniel Throndson

 3.00 – 3.24  - Isaiah Drilling, Kandace Engelhardt, Cody Hackman, Leo Herold, Katelyn 
Martin, Amy Schmitt, Riley Schmitt, Horacio Gonzalez-Uribe, Sarah Busta, Macie Njus, 
Eva-Nicole Otters, Samantha Sawyer, Tanner Winter, Leo Balk, Travis Reicks, Sarah 
Stahley, Riley Busta, Charles Hadacek, Tanner Miller, Michael Novotny, Kyle Reicks, Ju-
lie Throndson, Corey Buchheit, Emily Elsbernd, Jeremy Humpal, Alexandra Njus, Kody 
Reicks, Larissa Rucksdashel, Ashley Bucheit, Nathan Dietzenbach, Joshua Hansmeier, 
Adam Kriener, Shantel Perry
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First Semester Honor Roll

Students are listed alphabetically in groups divided in regard to grade point average 
ranges.  The criteria for a student qualifying for the honor roll is obtaining a quality point 
average of 3.0 or above based upon the scale below.  Students receiving a “D” or “F” 
grade will not qualify for the honor roll.

A+     =    4 points                    B+    =  3.33 points                      C+     =    2.33 points
A       =    4 points                     B   =  3.00 points                        C       =    2.00 points 
A-      =   3.67 points                B-   =  2.67 points                        C-      =    1.67 points

3.75-4.0
Morgen Brooks Kuennen, Kaylee Buckendahl, Brooke Herold, Emily Luzum, Sadie 
Nymeyer, Shelby Reicks, Kailey Steinlage, Keegan Steinlage, Emily Dietzenbach, 
Teresa Hageman, Taylor Kuennen, Delaney Lensing, Stephanie Martin, Hailiegh Maser, 
Kayla Schaufenbuel, Izaack Best, Johanna Blazek, Elizabeth Bruess, Blake Busta, Erika 
Cutsforth, Josie Einwalter, Sara Fischer, Josine Gossling, Justin Hackman, Nathan Her-
old, Kelsey Jencks, Ashley Kurash, Cole Langreck, Nicole Meirick, Arianna Rausch, 
Nicole Schmitt, Nathan Suell, Jenna Winter, Riley Meirick, Mackenzie Straw, Toril Ein-
walter, Marisa Goerend, John Hageman, Olivia Reicks, Regan Schmitt, Rebekah Shinde-
lar, Macey Winter, Carson Bruess, Vicki Eichenberger, Paula Kovarik, William Kuehner, 
Jordan Mitchell, Adam Schaufenbuel, Ray Schaufenbuel, John Schmitt, Jordan Schmitt, 
Phillip Schmitt, Sterling Shatek, Kayla Sloan, Jessica Stahley

3.50-3.74 – Sloan Huinker, Kennedy Balk, Amber Barloon, Kacy Ourada, Carrie Rass-
man, Kyle Balik, Andrea Baumler, Selena Carlson, Allie Rausch, Thomas Reicks, Jensen 
Winter, Claire Achen, Noelle Berst, Riley Buchheit, Steven Landa, Tiereny Lensing, 
Chloe Reicks, Carolyn Busta, Allison Dietzenbach, Jessica Hansmeier, Ashley Thrond-
son, Shelbee Winter, Joseph Adams, Victoria Berst, Lexi Dietzenbach, Grant Franzen, 
Kelsey Huinker, Brian Kuhn, Chase Langreck, Morgan Lensing, Danielle Mashek, Nolan 
Milbrandt, Jeremy Mueterthies, Daniel Throndson, Emma Vsetecka

 3.25-3.49 – Isaiah Drilling, Kandace Engelhardt, Kayla Gebel, Sydney Kuennen, Nathan 
Mueterthies, Kelby Reicks, Amy Schmitt, Josefina Escamilla-Solis, Eva-Nicole Otters, 
Samantha Sawyer, April Stammeyer, Leo Balk, Reece Barloon, Eric Drilling, Ryan Izer, 
Megan Jencks, Haley Klimesh, Taylor Novotny, Tyler Sawyer, Sarah Stahley, Ethan 
Throndson, Riley Busta, Charles Hadacek, Michael Novotny, Joseph Throndson, Jeremy 
Humpal, Robin Kime, Kalyn Kruse, Zachary Brummond, Noah Buss, Nathan Dietzen-
bach, Adam Kriener, Jennifer Kuennen, Tess Kuennen, Blake Langreck, Shaun Morris, 
Shantel Perry

 3.00 – 3.24  - Jaden Bruess, Evan Busta, Cody Hackman, Leo Herold, Katelyn Martin, 
Lucas Rhodas, Riley Schmitt, Horacio Gonzalez-Uribe, Sarah Busta, Kirsten Huinker, 
Jacob Kuhn, Macie Njus, Julie Stahley, Maggie Winter, Tanner Winter, Joey Bruch, Jus-
tin Kime, Travis Reicks, Mauranda Wilkerson, Jacob Buss, Allison Kuennen, Nicholas 
Meirick, Kyle Reicks, Julie Throndson, Jamee Blazek, Corey Buchheit, Emily Elsbernd, 
Alexander Engelhardt, Jacob Hackman, Kalissa Kramer, Alexandra Njus, Kody Reicks, 
Larissa Ruckdashel, Ashley Bucheit, Reid Buchheit, Joshua Hansmeier, Calvin Klimesh, 
Benjamin Novotny, Mark Panos
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Turkey Valley Inducts New National Honor Society Members

The 2012 Turkey Valley National Honor Society induction ceremony 
was held on January 18th at Jackson Heights Country Club. Guest speaker 
for the evening was former educator Mrs. Patty O’Hollearn. Students at 
Turkey Valley were given the opportunity to apply for induction if they 
currently hold a GPA of 3.5. This must be maintained while in high school. 
The organization is nationally recognized and asks that students excel in 
the areas of scholarship, leadership, service and character. New inductees 

were Corey Buchheit, son of Corey and Sherry; Toril Einwalter, daughter of Darin and 
Sue; Robin Kime, daughter of Dan and Annette; Olivia Reicks, daughter of Dean and 
Sandra; Regan Schmitt, daughter of Wayne and Denise; Rebekah Shindelar, daughter of 
Allan and Kay Shindelar; Ashley Throndson, daughter of Wayne and Cindy; and Macey 
Winter, daughter of Mark and Nena. Senior members along with advisor Evie Milbrandt, 
high school principal Carol Knoll, and district superintendent Chris Hoover also spoke 
on behalf of the organization and offered congratulations to the newest members. The 
Turkey Valley Chapter of NHS dedicates time to service needs at school and in our local 
communities. 

Front from left to right: Phillip Schmitt, Jenny 
Kuennen, Toril Einwalter, Regan Schmitt, Robin 
Kime, Ashley Throndson, Paula Kovarik, and Car-
son Bruess.  Back from left to right: Chris Hoover, 
Sterling Shatek, Macey Winter, Rebekah Shindelar, 
Olivia Reicks, Corey Buchheit, William Kuehner, 
Jordan Mitchell, Carol Knoll and Evie Milbrandt.

New Inductees - Front from left to right:  Toril 
Einwalter, Regan Schmitt, Robin Kime, Ashley 
Throndson.  Back from left to right:  Macey Winter, 
Rebekah Shindelar, Corey John Buchheit, and 
Olivia Reicks

Students participate in Iowa Future Cities   
 
A team of seventh-graders from Turkey Valley School imag-
ined living in a city of the future on a Hawaiian island called 
Magnatroid as part of their entry in the Iowa Future Cities 
competition, held in Cedar Rapids. 
     The team of John Gossling, Morgen Kuennen, Sadie Ny-
meyer and Shelby Reicks, with the help of their talented and 
gifted teacher, Sharon Samec, and their engineering mentor, 
Paul Herold from Herold-Reicks Surveying of New Hampton, 

brought home a third place trophy Saturday, Jan. 21. 
     There were 31 teams in the competition.  The team spent many hours designing the 
physical model of Magnatroid, creating a virtual design of their city on SimCity software, 
writing an essay about energy use in the future and delivering an oral presentation in 
which the team fielded questions from judges who specialize in engineering.



Touchdown Donation

Bank Iowa, with locations in Lawler, Fred-
ericksburg, Waucoma, and New Hampton, 
recently donated $675 to the Turkey Valley 
Athletic Boosters. Bank Iowa contributed 
$25 for each Turkey Valley touchdown 
scored at the regular season “HOME” foot-
ball games last fall.
 Attending the presentation were (l-r) Head 
Coach Mark Scott, John Schmitt, Brian 
Kuhn, Mike Hackman, Jordan Mitchell, 
Lana Schmitt and  Bank Iowa President 
Rich Kriener.  The TVAB would like to 
thank Bank Iowa for their generous dona-
tion.

Dollars for Scholars Donation

Bank Iowa recently donated $1000 towards 
the annual pizza fundraiser held each No-
vember for Dollars for Scholars.  We would 
like to thank the junior and senior classes 
for another successful year.  Pictured with 
Bank Iowa President Rich Kriener are this 
year's top sellers.  Mark Panos who sold 
136 items and Danielle Mashek who sold 
129 items.  The Dollars for Scholars Foun-
dation would like to thank Bank Iowa, and 
our community members for your contin-
ued support and donations.   

2012 Upper Iowa Conference Band Festival in West Union
 
North Fayette hosted the Upper Iowa Conference Band Festival on Monday January 16, 
2012.  The event featured two bands in concert beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the gymnasium.
 
Schools that are members of the Upper Iowa Conference include: Central of Elkader, 
Clayton Ridge, Lansing Kee, MFL MarMac, North Fayette, Postville, South Winneshiek, 
Sumner/Fredericksburg, Turkey Valley, Valley of Elgin, and West Central of Maynard.
 
The UIC Concert Band was comprised of over ninety musicians from the member 
schools.  Turkey Valley students selected for this band include: Robin Kime and Mack-
enzie Straw on flute, Allison Dietzenbach on clarinet, Jensen Winter on tenor saxophone, 
Nathan Suell on baritone saxophone, Jennifer Kuennen on trumpet, Nathan Dietzenbach 
on trombone, and percussionists Macey Winter and Nicole Schmitt. 
 
The UIC Symphonic Band had seventy-five members.  The players chosen for this group 
are designated as “All Conference”.  Turkey Valley students selected for this group in-
clude: Carson Bruess on alto saxophone, Jessica Stahley on trumpet, and William Kueh-
ner on trombone. 
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2011-2012 ACT Testing Dates

Testing dates and registration deadlines are:
     March 9—for the April 14 testing date
     May 4—for the June 9 testing date

The school code for Turkey Valley is 162-
435. The basic fee for ACT (no writing test) 
is $34.  Practice booklets are FREE and 
available in the guidance office.  In addition, 
students can access free ACT prep materials 
on the  ihaveaplaniowa.gov website from 
their homepage.

Scheduling for the 2012-2013 School Year

In upcoming weeks, students will receive registration materials for the 2012-2013 school 
year.  The Course Guide, a listing of all high school courses offered at Turkey Valley, will 
be available electronically on the school website.  Paper copies will be available for student 
use in the guidance office, media center, study halls, and in each junior-senior high school 
classroom.  Each student will then complete and return a course registration sheet indicat-
ing the courses they plan to take for next year.  The sheet requires a parent signature; please 
review this information with your son or daughter. Keep in mind that some lab courses are 
limited to the number of students allowed per section and also that some courses are limited 
to when they are offered. Students are required to take six classes and PE each semester; 
50 credits are required to graduate

There are different types of classes offered at Turkey Valley including:
• Regular high school classes (elective and required) receive high school credit.
• Concurrent enrollment classes are taken for both high school and college credit (through 

NICC).  These courses are offered at Turkey Valley by an instructor or via the ICN, 
or offered at other NICC sites.  Students enroll for these classes at Turkey Valley.  
(These classes are listed in all CAPITAL letters in the Course Guide and on registration 
forms.)

• PSEO (Post Secondary Enrollment Options) courses are for both high school and col-
lege credit (through NICC). These courses are taken online or at an NICC site.  A list of 
courses can be found on the NICC website (www.nicc.edu).  Under Quicklinks on the 
right-hand side, pull down the menu to Schedules/Registrations to search for courses.  
PSEO registration forms are available in the guidance office.  If a similar course is 
offered at Turkey Valley, the class cannot be taken PSEO.  Administrative approval is 
required.

• AP (Advanced Placement) Courses through the Iowa Online Academy for students iden-
tified as gifted/talented. Qualifying students should contact the school G/T coordinator 
for a list of available courses and number of openings.  AP courses are taken for high 
school credit with the possibility of receiving college credit based on the end-of-course 
exam score.

NOTE:  Concurrent enrollment and PSEO courses are paid for by the district, but may re-
quire additional out-of-class time or fees/materials that are the responsibility of the student.  
These courses are taken as juniors and seniors; courses are also available to G/T freshmen 
and sophomores.  Some age restrictions and qualifying placements may apply.  For more 
information, please contact the guidance office.

Attention:  Seniors

Applications for our 
local scholarships, 
including Dollars for 
Scholars, are avail-
able in the guidance 
office.  All completed 
applications are due 

in the guidance on or before NOON on 
Wednesday, March 7—no exceptions.
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Library Happenings

I am so impressed with the reading that’s happening in the high school and elementary 
these days. Our kids are doing a super job getting their hands on good reads. There’s 
much to say for why this occurring. I believe it’s due to many factors. For one, I really 
marvel at the support our parents play in purchasing books and making trips to our local 
libraries and book stores a positive experience. Our school book fairs always prove to us 
that we have incredible love for reading by old and young alike. Many times our little 
ones tell us that they received books as gifts. This too makes a difference. Another factor 
is that our kids are constantly in conversation with library staff members as to what they 
enjoy and what they would like to see on the shelves. Then there’s the fact that we’ve had 
tremendous book donations from our community members which allows us to purchase 
new and exciting titles. We have some of our students purchasing Kindles, Nooks and 
iPads for their personal pleasure, and we are seeing that some are investing in free down-
loads as well as purchased books. We received an e-reader as a donation and are finding 
ways to get free content on it. As a library staff we welcome our adults in the building 
and you as district patrons to utilize our books because this role modeling is so important 
too. And finally, we as a school see how reading impacts a student’s life. We enjoy what 
we do and make work to make every trip to the library a great one.

Second grader Garrett Kurtenbach is shown sharing his first quilt con-
structed with the aid of his grandmother Sharl. Chloe Suckow, a sixth 
grader, has her kitten quilt on display in the elementary, and Victoria Berst 
has provided another beautiful quilt currently in the high school media 
center. Along with these gorgeous fabric creations, students are sharing 
pottery and paintings being done under Ms. Olson’s guidance. Going to the 
library is a visual experience.

Fund Drive for Preschool Playground
 
The Preschool Advisory Committee is 
spearheading a fund drive for the new TV 
Preschool Playground and Play Space. The 
playground is a response to the recent Iowa 
Department of Education Visit which cited 
the current playground as inadequate for 
our preschoolers. A fund drive called “Pen-
nies for the Preschool Playground” is un-
derway. Donations for the new playground 
may be sent to the elementary office 
Thanks for helping us make a safe place for 
our preschoolers to play and grow. 

Come One, Come 
All It’s Quilt Share 
Time

If you love fabric 
and want to see 
what others in the 
neighborhood are 

creating these days, make plans to attend 
Turkey Valley’s Annual Quilt Share. We 
will once again be hosting this evening in 
the elementary media center on Thursday, 
March 29th at 7:00 p.m. Bring your latest 
pieces of artistry and enjoy the comradarie 
of those who understand your addiction. If 
you are just interested in seeing the quilts 
others are working on, please come too. 
Our little group often has new tricks to 
share and words of wisdom for others to 
gain from. Hope to see you in March.
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UIC Pride Academy Leadership Day

On January 25th, 5 of our high school 
students represented Turkey Valley at the 
Upper Iowa Conference Pride Academy 
Leadership Day.  This event was held at the 
YMCA in Postville and was facilitated by 
the Pride Academy from the Iowa Hall of 
Pride.  Students brainstormed and learned 
about issues related to school spirit, bully-
ing, and student leadership. Students left to right:  Mark Panos, Ashley Kurash, 

Justin Kime, Chloe Reicks, and John Hageman

Geography Bee Winners
     On December 15th students in grades 
4-8 had the opportunity to take part in the 
annual National Geographic Bee at Turkey 
Valley.  It was hosted by Leslie Raymond 
and Jackie Lennon.  Congratulations to all 
the students who participated.  The winner, 
James Schmitt who is a fifth grader, will 
advance to the next level of competition.  
It consists of a written examination used 
to determine state competitors.  We do not 
know the results of this test yet.  The na-
tional champion will win a $25,000 college 
scholarship at the national competition in 
May in Washington, D.C.
1stJames Schmitt (center), 
2nd Luke Anderson (left),
 3rd Sloan Huinker (right)

Kindergarten 
Celebrates the 
100th Day of 
School

     Hooray, it’s 
the 100th Day!  On 

January 19th, the kindergarten class partici-
pated in many activities to celebrate the 
100th day of school.  One way we celebrat-
ed was to collect 100 reasons our students 
and staff love Turkey Valley School.  Heart 
cut-outs were distributed to our preschool 
through 6th grade classrooms, on which 
students and staff wrote a reason that they 
love our school.  Kindergarten then formed 
a display in the hallway with those hearts.  
The following are examples of what stu-
dents and staff wrote:

• We get to play with friends. (pre-
school) 

• We have good lunches. (kdgn.)
• There are nice teachers and kids. 

(1st grade)
• I love the books and large library. 

(Harley, 2nd grade)
• Mrs. Cuvelier is a nice and helpful 

nurse. (Rory, 3rd grade)
• We receive a good education, and 

the teachers will do anything to 
help. (Cole, 4th grade)

• Our school is clean. (Kelsey, 5th 
grade)

• Turkey Valley has great school 
spirit. (Braeden, 6th grade)

	 	

Star Lab

During the month of Janu-
ary, the 5th graders have 
been enjoying science class 
in the Starlab Planetari-
um.  Starlab is a portable 

planetarium borrowed through Keystone 
AEA.  Each day the students get to go into 
the dome, where it is dark inside, and find 
different stars and constellations and learn 
about space.  The students also get to learn 
about the Ancient Greek and Native Ameri-
can myths that accompany many of the 
constellations in our night sky.  They have 
enjoyed getting out of the classroom and 
learning about the cosmos without having 
to go out into the cold!
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Turkey Valley Receives i3 Reading Recovery Grant

     The Turkey Valley Community School District has received an i3 Reading Recovery 
grant through the University of Northern Iowa.  This grant provides funding for the dis-
trict to train their Title 1 Teacher, Jean Rosonke, in Reading Recovery.  Improving read-
ing comprehension scores continues to be an emphasis at Turkey Valley and this is one 
initiative that is being implemented for the 2011-2012 school year.
     Reading Recovery is a highly successful and intense one-to-one reading intervention 
program for first graders.  It is designed to reduce the number of first grade students who 
are struggling to read and to prevent long term reading difficulties.  Trained Reading Re-
covery teachers meet one-to-one with struggling first grade readers for 30 minutes each 
day for an average of 12-20 weeks.  Reading Recovery is not a replacement for good 
classroom teaching, but is in addition to regular reading instruction, designed to bring 
lower readers up to the level of their peers and assist them to develop independent read-
ing and writing strategies.  The program focuses on the students’ strengths, and builds off 
of those strengths.  
     The i3 grant provides initial training for the first year and support for the following 
two years.  Each Monday afternoon, Mrs. Rosonke goes to training sessions at Keystone 
Area Education Agency in Elkader to be trained by her Reading Recovery Leader, Betty 
Gitz.  It is required that Mrs. Rosonke takes students “behind the glass” four times during 
the course of the school year in Elkader.  This provides feedback from other teachers as 
well as her teacher leader about the quality of instruction and ways to enhance her in-
struction more effectively.  
     Through the grant, Turkey Valley received training materials, books, and teaching sup-
plies for the program, as well as funding for Mrs. Rosonke to attend the National Read-
ing Recovery Conference in Ohio in February and the Elementary Literacy and Reading 
Recovery Conference at UNI in April.  

Turkey Valley Trap Shooting Team
 
    Turkey Valley Trojans will have a new team sport added to their roster of sporting events to 
attend. This March practice officially starts for the Turkey Valley Trap Shooting team at Boyd. 
Students will need to attend six or more practices and shoot in four or more invitational meets to 
letter in the sport. The team’s goals are : 
    To assist youth in learning the importance of academic achievements, sportsmanship, social 
skills, team building skills, responsibility, safety for themselves and others, and a sense of per-
sonal accomplishment. 
    This shooting program allows eligible participants the opportunity to compete regardless of ex-
perience or skill level. There is a place for everyone to achieve their own personal and team goals. 
    We are fortunate to have Mr. Kurt Klimesh as the head volunteer coach of the team. Gerald 
Vrzak, Robyn & Dave Vsetecka, Ryan Vsetecka, Josh Adams,Chris Schmitt , Mark Langreck, 
Mike Reicks, Paul Mashek, Mary Balk, James Weissenfluh, Dave Njus, Chad Cutsforth, Daryl 
Kuennen, and Henry Langreck  are all assistant coaches. Chad Cutsforth will be our NRA Range 
Officer specializing in safety. We have about 16-20 students interested in taking the sport. They 
will receive lots of individual attention with the ratio of coaches to student athletes at almost one 
to one! 
    The students will be shooting 12 gauge shotguns at 50 clay targets throughout a practice or at a 
team meet. At team meets they’ll shoot in squads of 5. The cost of this sport is expensive be-
cause of all the shells and clays that a student athlete will go through in a single practice or event. 
Students were able to fundraise; selling RADA and gun raffles to defer some of the costs. Parents 
needed to pay the balance of their child’s expense. We have been fortunate that so many area 
businesses donated to our team to enable us to purchase a trailer to transport our guns to practice 
and team events. Annette Kime, Gerald Vrzak, and Frank Wilson have worked on grants to help 
fund some of the other needed supplies for starting up this team.  
    A huge thank you to everyone who has supported this team as we start on this new endeavor for 
our students here at Turkey Valley. Go Trojans!
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Turkey Valley Kindergarten Round-Up for 2012-2013 

     Turkey Valley Kindergarten Round-up will take place on Friday, March 16th in the 
kindergarten classroom.  Parents of all students who will be five years old on or before 
September 15, 2012, are asked to register their child for Round-Up.  If your child current-
ly attends preschool at Turkey Valley, information will be sent home with him/her from 
preschool to register for Round-Up.  Children not attending the Turkey Valley Preschool 
will attend either the morning or afternoon session on March 16th.  Please call the El-
ementary Office at 563-776-6011 by March 9th to register your child.
     On Friday, March 16, preschool classes will have the same preschool schedule—rid-
ing the bus and/or being picked up at the regular time.  During their regular preschool 
time, the students will be visiting the kindergarten classroom and participating in a vari-
ety of activities. Parents will not need to attend Kindergarten Round-Up.
     There will be NO SCHOOL for the current kindergarten students on March 16th so 
that Round –Up may take place.

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

     It’s time to register preschoolers for the 2012-2013 school year. Turkey Valley School 
plans to offer morning or afternoon preschool classes for 4 or 5-year-olds. A 3-year-old 
class will also be offered.  Frequency of classes and cost will be decided after final state 
funding has been determined. 
     Turkey Valley Preschool is a Quality Preschool Performance Standards early child-
hood program.  Preschool students participate in a variety of activities that promote 
language development, fine and large motor skills, listening skills, social skills, and 
readiness skills for kindergarten.  A caring, knowledgeable staff is in place to make your 
child’s first school experiences both fun and highly successful. 
     If your child will be 3, 4, or 5 years old on or before September 15, 2012, mark your 
calendar now to register your child for Turkey Valley Preschool. See the information 
below.
     If you know of families who do not receive the school newsletter but may have chil-
dren of this age, please share this information and encourage them to attend. 

TURKEY VALLEY PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
For 2012-2013 School Year

Wednesday, March 21, 3:30-6:00 p.m.

Preschool Registration will be held in the Elementary Library/Media Center on Wednes-
day, March 21, between 3:30-6:00 p.m. Please bring your child’s birth certificate as proof 
of birth date and his/her social security number. 

Registrations will not be accepted by phone. Students will be registered on a first 
come-first served basis, so be sure to stop in during registration. If you are unable to 
attend registration, you may send a friend or relative who can register your child on 
your behalf.



March 1   Turkey meatball sub, green beans and pears
*Bagel
March 2   No School
March 5   Popcorn chicken, grapes, mixed vegetable, 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich
*Cereal and toast
March 6   Taco pizza, fresh vegetable, and peaches
*Breakfast wrap
March 7   Baked potato, ham, and cheese toppings, 
broccoli and cheese, fruit mix, peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich
*Glazed french toast
March 8   Chicken patty on bun, creamy cucumbers, cin-
namon apple slices
*UBR bar
March 9   Pizza dippers, apple with carmel sauce, peas, 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich
*Cinnamon breadstick
March 12  Breaded pork patty, whipped potatoes, straw-
berries, bread and butter sandwich
*Pancake on a stick
March 13  Lasagna, lettuce salad, garlic breadsticks, and 
pears
*Cereal and toast
March 14 Cheeseburger, french fries, pickles, and onions, 
and banana
*Breakfast pizza
March 15 Scalloped poatoes, ham slice, cottage cheese, 
peaches and bread and butter sandwich
*Breakfast wrap
March 16  Pasta and sauce, cheese sticks, raisins, corn, 
bread and butter sandwich
* Egg patty and toast
March 19  Beef gravy over whipped potatoes, green 
beans, applesauce and wheat bread and butter sandwich
*Cereal and toast
March 20  Pulled pork sandwich, baked beans and 
pineapple
* Glazed french toast
March 21  Chilli, dinner roll, celery, orange wedge, 
peanut butter and jelly sandwich
* Fruit and yogurt
March 22  Mandarin orange chicken, rice, mixed vegeta-
ble, fruit mix, fortune cookie, bread and butter sandwich
*Cinnamon breadstick
March 23  Cheese pizza, apple salad, and corn
*UBR bar
March 26  Softshell chicken fajita, lettuce, tomato, green 
beans and kiwi
*Breakfast wrap
March 27  Maidrites, cauliflower with cheese, and pears
*Cereal and toast
March 28  Chicken nuggets, carrot sticks, orange 
wedges, harvest pudding, bread and butter sandwich
* Egg omelet and toast
March 29  Turkey gravy over whipped potatoes, corn, 
pineapple, and a dinner roll
* Bagel
March 30 Cod fish sandwich, grapes, yougurt and blue-

berries
* Egg patty and toast
April 2   Sub sandwich, creamy cucumbers, and banana
* Breakfast pizza
April 3   Popcorn chicken, fresh vegetables, apple-
sauce, wheat bread and butter sandwich
* Cereal and toast
April 4   Lasagna, breadsticks, lettuce salad and 
peaches
*Scrambled eggs and toast
April 5   BBQ turkey sandwich, baked beans, and pears
* UBR bar
April 6     No School
April 9     No School
April 10   Chicken patty, green beans, apple with 
carmel 
*Bagel
April 11   Spaghetti, garlic toast, coleslaw, and fruit 
mix
* Egg patty and toast
April 12   Baked chicken, stuffing, corn, and strawber-
ries
*Cinnamon breadstick
April 13   Breaded pork patty, whipped potatoes, cin-
namon apple slices, bread and butter sandwich
*Cereal and toast
April 16   Soft shell chicken fajita, lettuce, cheese, 
tomato, green beans, mandarin oranges
* Pancake on a stick 
April 17   Cheese filled breadstick, fresh vegetable, and 
pears
*Cereal and toast
April 18   Hamburgers, pickles, onions, french fries and 
orange wedge
* Fruit and yogurt
April 19   Taco pizza, lettuce salad, and applesauce
*Breakfast wrap
April 20   Baked potato, ham, and cheese toppings, 
broccoli with cheese, peaches, peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich
* Glazed french toast
April 23   Cheesy chicken casserole, green beans, 
grahm cracker, and banana
* Egg omelet and toast
April 24   AuGratin potatoes, ham slice, pears, bread 
and butter sandwich
* UBR bar
April 25   Mandarin orange chicken, rice, mixed 
vegetable, peaches, fortune cookie, bread and butter 
sandwich
* Cereal and toast
April 26   Maidrites, parsley potatoes, and strawberries
* Bagel
April 27   Fish sticks, pea salad, applesauce, bread and 
butter sandwich
* Cinnamon breadstick
April 30   Chicken nuggets, glazed carrots, blueberriesa 
nd yogurt, bread and butter sandwich
* Scrambled eggs and toast
*Breakfast menu. Each breakfast is served with juice and milk. A 
variety of milk choices is served with each lunch meal. Meals are 
served with wheat bread.  Menu is subject to change.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Menus for March/April
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Varsity Golf  

Date Opponent Location Time
Mon. April 2 Valley Community Jackson Heights 4:00
Thurs. April 5 West Central Big Rock Country Club 4:00
Thurs. April 12 Clayton Ridge Jackson Heights 4:00
Mon. April 16 MFL Mar Mac Tri-City GC @ Luana 4:00
Tues. April 17 South Winneshiek  TBD 4:00
Thurs. April 19 North Fayette Jackson Heights 4:00
Mon. April 23 Postville Jackson Heights 4:00
Thurs. April 24 Crestwood Jackson Heights 4:00
Thurs. April 26 South Winneshiek Jackson Heights 4:00
Mon. April 30 Sumner-Fred. Meadowbrook CC 4:00
Thurs. May 3 Central Elkader  Elkader 4:00
Mon. May 7 Conference Meet Fayette  - Big Rock 10:00
Fir. May 11 Sectionals-Boys TBD TBD
Mon. May 14 Sectionals-Girls TBD TBD
Fri. May 18 Districts-Boys TBD TBD
Mon. May 21 Regionals -Girls TBD TBD
Fri. May 25 State-Boys TBD TBD
Tues. May 29 State-Girls TBD TBD

High School Track
Date Opponent Location Time
Mon. March 19 UIC -Coed Indoor Luther College 4:30
Thur. March 29 Sumner-Fred. - Coed Sumner 4:30
Tue.  April 3 Postville - Girls Postville 4:30
Thurs. April 5 Decorah - Girls Decorah 5:00
Thurs. April 5 Postville - Boys Postville 4:30
Tues. April 10 Waukon - Girls Waukon 4:45
Tues. April 10 Nashua-Plainfield - Boys Nashua 4:30
Thurs. April 12 New Hamtpon -Coed New Hampton 5:00
Mon. April 16 Decorah - Boys Decorah 5:00
Tues. April 17 Charles City - Boys Charles City 5:00
Thurs. April 19 Nashua-Plainfield - Girls Nashua 4:45
Thurs. April 19 North Fayette - Boys West Union 4:30
Mon. April 23 Sumner-Fred. - Coed Sumner 4:30
Thurs. April 26 MFL MarMac - Girls Monona  5:00
Fri. April 27 North Butler - Girls Greene 4:30
Fri. April 27 Starmont - Boys Starmont 4:45
Mon. April 30 North Fayette - Girls West Union 4:30
Mon. April 30 MFL MarMac - Boys Monona 4:30
Thurs. May 3 West Centeral - Coed Oelwein 4:30
Mon. May 7 Conference Meet - Girls Sumner 3:30
Mon. May 7 Conference Meet - Boys Clayton Ridge 3:30
Thurs. May 10 Girls Regionals TBA 4:00
Thurs. May 10 Boys Districts TBA 4:00
May 17, 18, & 19 State Des Moines TBA

7/8 Track   
Date Opponent Location Time
Tues. April 10 Clayton Ridge - Boys Guttenberg 4:00
Thurs. April 12 Clayton Ridge - Girls Guttenburg 4:00
Mon. April 16 Postville - Boys Postville 4:00
Tues. April 17 North Fayette - Boys West Union 4:00
Thurs. April 19 Cresco - Girls Cresco 4:00
Fri. April 20 West Central - Coed Oelwein 4:30
Tues. April 24 Cresco Cresco 4:00
Tues. April 24 North Fayette - Girls West Union 4:00
Thurs. April 26 Nashua-Plainfield-Coed Nashua 4:00
Fri. May 4 Conference Meet-Boys MFL MarMac 4:00
Fri. May 4 Conference Meet-Girls Calmar 4:00




