
Major Assessment - The Hurried Child and The Acorn People summer reading response 
 

Read BOTH books and then choose ONE topic below: 
  
 
Essay 1:  In a 3 page essay, (MLA format) explain how and why David Elkind theorizes that 
parents hurry their children.  Show examples from the text, your own observations, experiences, 
etc.  Within your essay, also comment on how much you agree with David Elkind’s viewpoints 
and opinions about the danger of “hurrying” our society’s children.  Is it really as widespread and 
even dangerous to a child’s development and future?  You may/ should present your opinion in 
this essay as well.  You may write in first person point of view.  
 

OR  
 
Essay 2:   In a 3 page essay, (MLA format) explain how and why David Elkind theorizes that 
schools (and all aspects of schools: teachers, testing, extra curricular activities, etc) hurry their 
students.  Show examples from the text, your own observations, experiences, etc.  Within this 
essay, incorporate examples of how we, as teachers/ school staff, “hurry” our students.  Be 
specific and offer your own opinions on the issue of schools hurrying their children.  How can 
this problem, specifically in schools, be corrected?  
 

*********************************************** 
 
While each of these options focuses mostly on Elkind’s text, incorporate The Acorn People into 
your responses as well.  Consider the extreme alternative of not “hurrying” our children.  In The 
Acorn People, no expectations were placed on the camp attendees, which impacted them in an 

incredibly negative way, until the one summer referenced in the book.  How does lowering 
expectations and lowering standards impact children?  In contrast to “hurrying” children, have 

you seen parents, society, or schools lower expectations so much that it impairs children’s 
development?  Regardless of which essay option you have chosen, work in a segment to your 

essay that focuses on these few questions as well.   
 

This is due the first day of school.  Be ready to share and discuss your findings and response. 
You can likely find The Acorn People online as a PDF, or from Amazon.  


