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June 18, 2020 

 

Dear DCC Church Family -  

Over the last few weeks, the DCC Elder Council has been watching and listening, as you have, to the 

events that have occurred in the aftermath of the killing of George Floyd.  Up to this point, we have sought 

to listen more than to speak, and to seek God’s direction for how to effectively shepherd Christ’s flock at 

Damascus during this time.  Given that many of you are hurting, confused, and asking for help in how to 

biblically respond to the racial tensions in our country, we feel compelled to offer some words to direct 

us to the heart of Jesus, our Chief Shepherd.  

How should a Bible-believing Christian respond to this current moment in our history?  There are no 

easy answers, and we as an Elder Council realize that our backgrounds limit us in both our knowledge and 

our experience.  How God leads one person may be different from the way he leads another.  But as we 

look to God for our appropriate response, there are some basic principles from Scripture to remember as 

we seek to walk in truth and live out love as a growing community for the glory and cause of Christ.   

 

1) We must call sin what it is.   

Racism is sin.  Believing that one person is superior to another simply because of the color of their 

skin is not only a sin of pride, but it violates basic biblical truths.   

- Since we all came from Adam & Eve, there is only one race (Acts 17:26).    

- Every person is created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27) 

- Every human being, regardless of one’s heritage or color is invited to be saved from their 

sinful lives through the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:16) 

- Every human being is united into one body of Christ through faith in Jesus (Colossians 3:11) 

Racism is a perversion of God’s Creation, an attack on the sanctity of human life, and a direct affront 

to the heart of Jesus.  And it is still a sin in our nation, and often as well in the American church.  Therefore, 
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as those who represent Jesus in this world, we who are the body of Christ must first purge racism from 

our own hearts, and then stand up and speak against it wherever we see it.  It is a pro-life issue, and the 

Church must not be silent.  To disengage and turn a blind eye to the suffering of our black friends and 

neighbors would also be sin, and we will be held accountable for our response (Proverbs 17:15; Jeremiah 

22:3-5).   

However, the Church must also not pursue fighting injustice by joining in further acts of injustice, 

looting, rioting and unlawful assemblies, and violence against police, for those are also sin (Romans 13).  

Injustice happens in a fallen world, and many of us have been victims of it.  That does not give us 

permission for sin. 

So how do we respond? 

 

2) We must seek to listen before we speak.   

In a time where we may be tempted to become sinfully angry by what we read in our newsfeed or 

see on social media, James 1 offers us valuable wisdom: 19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every 

person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the 

righteousness of God. 

It is amazing how easy it can be to assume we know the answer to an issue, until we start listening to 

people’s stories.  For the last few weeks, many of us have been broken by the stories we’ve heard from 

black friends and others whom we respect as they shared about how racism has affected their lives.  As 

we’ve heard fellow church leaders, adoptive moms, and dear friends share their pain, we realize that we 

haven’t always listened well to the plight of our black brothers and sisters in Christ.  We haven’t heard 

well-enough when they’ve shared how they have been victims of both systemic and isolated acts of racism 

in their communities.   

But listening is the only way we can begin to obey Galatians 6:2 to “bear one another’s burdens, and 

so fulfill the law of Christ.”  We must listen, and not just when the protests are raging.  As Christian rapper 

Shai Linne has reflected, “Long after George Floyd disappears from the headlines, I will still be a black man 

in America.”  If you don’t know what he means by that, you must listen to his story.   

At the same time, we need to listen to those who serve in law enforcement.  We can’t deny that some 

of the claims of systemic racism within the criminal justice system and police brutality are true.  However, 

the majority of police officers from all ethnic backgrounds, genuinely serve as public servants, and are just 

as horrified by these events as the most fervent protester.  And yet, they serve their communities, often 

without thanks or respect, and go home each day having been called horrific names, having had their 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/george-floyd-and-me/
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families threatened, and having endured physical attack simply because they wear a badge and a uniform.  

We are thankful for their service and must also listen to their experiences before we speak.   

We need to be quick to listen and slow to speak. Only then will we know how to rejoice with those 

who rejoice, and weep with those who weep (Rom. 12:15). 

 

3) We must seek to understand before we rebuke or affirm.   

Once we’ve heard their stories, then we must seek to understand what is being said before we rebuke 

or affirm an action or idea.  What is really being asked?  What is really being declared?  

Perhaps the most obvious example of the need for understanding is related to the phrase, “black lives 

matter.”  Some have affirmed it boldly on their social media pages, while others have hesitated out of a 

concern for associating with the organization by the same name, responding instead with “all lives 

matter.”  This is a case where we must seek to understand. 

When a black friend asks you if you would be willing to join him or her in saying, “black lives matter,” 

he or she may be asking a question akin to a wife asking her husband “do you love me?”  Her question is 

not, “do I love all people?”  She wants to know; will her husband affirm his love for her?  If he answers 

with, “well, I love all people,” it will not affirm that love for her.  It will cause her to question why he is so 

unwilling to state it.  In the same way, for many of our black neighbors and friends, who have heard 

generation after generation that their lives don’t matter, the plea embedded in “black lives matter” is for 

your willingness to affirm, “I believe your life matters.”  To respond with “all life matters” answers a 

question that is not being asked.   

And so, on the foundation of the Word of God which declares that all men are created in the image 

of God, we must declare unapologetically and without qualification, “yes, black lives matter!”  To our black 

friends and neighbors, your lives matter!  And we are committed to examining, first our own hearts for 

needed changes, and then pursuing the change around us wherever the Word of God demands it.    

 

4) We must be wise with our words.   

As much as we must boldly declare that black lives do matter, we must realize that there is a 

difference between that affirmation of the value of a life, the support for the right to peacefully protest, 

and the blanket endorsement of organizations in support of or opposed to a particular movement.  

Therefore, it is important to realize the difference between declaring that black lives matter and offering 

blanket support for all organizations within the “Black Lives Matter” movement.  As in any movement, 

we must now discern what within this movement aligns with truth and light, and what aligns with evil 
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and darkness (2 Corinthians 6:14).  Where there is light, a Christian should stand in support, and be 

careful not to condemn efforts to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God in fighting 

against the injustice of racism (Micah 6:8).  Where there is darkness, we should not.   

We must remember that as followers of Jesus when we do make choices to endorse, participate 

with and engage with others, we are declaring through our actions and words what we believe the Bible 

says about what Jesus would endorse, where Jesus would engage, and what Jesus would say.  And so be 

wise with your words and treat others with kindness and respect, because your words can either start a 

fire or bring a blessing, the truth, and peace (James 3:1-18).  

 

5) We must keep the Gospel at the forefront.   

In addition to being the Good News of Jesus’s death and resurrection that provides salvation for all 

who would believe, the Gospel is a statement of God’s justice.  The justice of God demanded that Jesus 

come to pay the due penalty of mankind for his sin (Romans 3:23-25).  And in mankind’s sin he has become 

futile in his thinking and foolish, he exchanges the truth about God and His Creation for a lie, and he is 

filled with envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice (Rom. 1:18-31).  That is why we have racism in the first 

place, and it’s why any effort to destroy racism outside of the clear proclamation of the Gospel will 

ultimately fail.  It is because, before we have a racism problem, we have a sin problem.  And there is only 

one name under heaven by which a man can be saved from that problem of sin – Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12).  

Only the cross of Jesus Christ has the power to reconcile us to God (2 Cor. 5:18-21) and only His cross can 

destroy the hostility between all people, regardless of ethnicity or color, and unite them into one Body of 

Christ (Eph. 2:14-16).  There are places to argue for reform, and there are practices that need to change, 

but only the Holy Spirit’s work through the Gospel of Jesus Christ can reform and change the heart and 

bring lasting reconciliation between both God and man. 

And therefore, the Gospel must be at the forefront of our message.   And as those entrusted with the 

Gospel, we must bring that message into our culture’s conversations about race and injustice.  The Gospel 

of Jesus Christ condemns racism, and as ambassadors of Christ, given the ministry of reconciliation, we 

must not abdicate that responsibility or that message to any organization or our favorite political party. 

We must speak the Gospel-driven truth.   

 

6) We must speak, but must speak the truth in love.   

There is no doubt that there are times like these when the Church must speak.  But it must speak that 

truth in love (Eph. 4:15).  And it must begin with us.  We must speak the truth in love to one another, 
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when we hear fellow church members use racially disparaging comments, when we see one another 

spreading false information, or speaking unlovingly to others.  For our love to be sincere, it must hate 

what is evil, and hold fast to what is good, and that must start among we who claim Christ’s name (Rom. 

12:9).  Only when we have spoken the truth in love to one another, will we be ready and have the integrity 

to speak that truth in love to the world around us.   

 

7) We must be fervent in prayer.   

Prayer is fueled by the understanding that the efforts of man alone will not remove sin or stop its ugly 

consequences.  Human efforts both holy and unholy cannot do what needs to be done, because the 

problem of racism and every other evil resides in hearts that must be changed.  Through prayer we 

fervently ask God to change hearts, to redirect people so that their thoughts and actions align with his 

love, righteousness, and justice.  We believe this will come primarily through redemption, as the love of 

God is poured out in the hearts of believers.  But God is able to work in and through men in spite of them, 

to fulfill his good purposes, and so we pray. 

We call upon God to intervene, that the systems and institutions and hearts that continue to express 

hatred through racism or violent riots will be stopped.  That people will turn to God and be healed of their 

sinful ways with the painful outcomes that so many have experienced.  That the leaders of our nation, in 

government and business and private institutions, will be moved to address inequality, recognizing the 

worth and value of black lives, yes!  That all humans of every race and color will receive the honor due 

their sacred lives because they are made in the image of God. 

As we pray, we will listen, and learn, and speak truth in love, to participate in the conversation on the 

side of God’s truth to the end that love prevails and justice is served.  God help us be instruments of his 

peace, bearers of the Good News to all, and those who promote healing rather than causing more pain 

and injury to those who have suffered. 

 

By His Grace, 

The DCC Elder Council 

 


