
2020-2021 AP Literature Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Choose one of the novels listed below and annotate, paying particular attention to the literary 
elements used by the author. 

• Choose a novel to read. You may choose to reread a book from a previous course; you 
may choose to read something completely new. This is your choice. There is value in 
rereading. 

• Annotate the text completely. Please see the attached instructions for annotations. You 
will turn in your novel on the first day of class for a minor assessment (weighted twice). 
Your annotations will be scored for quality over the course of the entire novel. Late 
work will be assessed 10 points each week day. 

• Complete both the literary vocabulary journal and the major works data sheet for your 
novel. These documents are loaded in Google Classroom. Each of these assignments will 
be scored as minor assessments. 

• At the end of the second week of school, you will use class time to write a timed literary 
analysis using a previous AP prompt. This essay will be score using the College Board AP 
literature rubric and will count as a major assessment. 

 
Possible novels/plays to read and annotate: 

• The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald) 
• The Crucible (Miller) 
• Macbeth (Shakespeare) 
• The Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne) 
• A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry) 
• The Handmaid’s Tale (Atwood) 
• The Things They Carried (O’Brien) 

 
Looking for something written a little more recently? Check out these contemporary titles: 

• Sing, Unburied, Sing (Ward) 
• Americanah (Adichie) 
• The Water Dancer (Coates) 
• Everything I Never Told You (Ng) 
• Nickel Boys (Whitehead) 
• The Tattooist of Auschwitz (Morris) 
• An American Marriage (Jones) 

 
Please note that some of these texts (both the classics and the contemporary choices) deal with 
sensitive, mature topics. Please use your own discretion when choosing a text appropriate for 
you. 
 
Since you are expected to annotate the text for a grade, please purchase your own copy of 
the book. If this is an issue, please reach out to Ms. Hartness immediately. 


