
Woodbridge Township School District 
Test Tips for Students 

 
Dear Student:  Here are some tips on how to improve your test scores and marks. 
 
 

Long Range Preparation for Tests 
 
1.  Take your class and homework assignments seriously from the first day of  
     class and keep up with school-work on a daily basis.  
2.  Study regularly and review periodically.  Three hours of work spread over  
     three days will result in your remembering more than if you do all three hours  
     at once. 
3.  When you study, focus on facts, comparisons, and relationships. 
4.  Prepare for tests by taking good classroom notes.  Review your notes the  
     same day you take them.  The day before a test is not a good time to find out  
     that your notes don't make sense. 
5.  Find out from your teacher what is likely to be on the test. 

6.  Use any practice materials that are available to you from your teacher. 
7.  Remember that math requires involvement.  The only way to learn to do problems is to actually do them.   
     Practice with sample problems or problems to which the answers are given in the back of the book. 
8.  If the explanations in your text book are too hard for you to understand, then try to find another book that is  
     easier.  Many times, a different book will explain things more clearly. 
 
Before You Leave to Take a Test 
 
1.  Get plenty of sleep the night before. 
2.  Be sure to eat your breakfast or lunch.  Never take a test on an empty stomach. 
3.  Be sure to leave early enough so that you can arrive for the test in plenty of time, without rushing. 
4.  Dress comfortably and appropriately and be sure to bring your eyeglasses if you need them. 
 
Things You Should Know About a Test Before You Begin 
 
1.  When and where will the test be given? 
2.  What materials should you bring?   
3.  Will the test be timed?  Standardized tests most always are. 
4.  Can you ask questions during the test?  If not, be sure to ask them before the test begins.  It's also a good idea  
     to ask your questions ahead of time so that you don't waste valuable testing time. 
5.  Can you go back to previous sections of the test if you finish early?  On standardized tests, you usually can't  
     go back. 
 
While You Take the Test 
 
  1.  Be aware of the time, but don't spend too much time worrying about it. 
  2.  Be calm - relax.  Don't worry about what you don't know because it's too late for that.  Concentrate on  
       remembering what you do know. 
  3.  Pay attention to the directions.  Listen and read carefully. 
  4.  Do the practice questions if any are provided. 
  5.  If the test is long, be sure to plan your time well.  Don't spend 50% of the time on 10% of the questions. 
  6.  Answer the question being asked.  Read each question correctly and don't jump to any conclusions. 
  7.  In multiple-choice questions, be sure to read every choice.  Two or more choices may be partially correct.    
       You will have to select the best answer.  Eliminate obviously incorrect choices as you read them. 
  8.  Do the easy questions first and then go back to the harder ones.   
  9.  Draw diagrams to help you visualize problems.  Sometimes a picture will give you the answer right away.                                
10.  Check your math calculations (by working "backwards") if possible. 
11.  When working math problems be sure to copy down the correct numbers and "line them up" correctly. 
12.  Don't panic!  Worry about the question you are working on, not what the next one may ask. 
13.  Trust your first answer, but don't be afraid to change an answer if you feel sure you should. 
14.  Don't expect to be able to answer every question. 
15.  Don't try to score your test while you're taking it.  You'll only make yourself nervous and waste time. 
16.  Don't spend too much time filling in the answer spaces.  Once you've filled in the bubble or written your  

 



       answer, move on.  You're not expected to create a work of art. 
17.  If you finish early, be sure to use any remaining time to correct your work.  Many careless errors can be found  
       this way. 
18.  Never quit! Always use all the time you're given and do the best you can. 
 
Guessing 
 
1.  Find out if there will be any deductions for incorrect answers before you decide on your guessing strategy. 
2.  On a test where no fractional points are deducted for incorrect answers (like the ASK or HSPA) you  
     should always try to guess but make only "educated" guesses .  (see #4 below.) 
3.  On a test like the PSAT or SAT where fractional points are deducted for wrong answers, you should guess  
     when you are sure you can eliminate one or more of the choices.  However, don't guess if you have absolutely  
     no idea of the answer. 
4.  Never guess wildly.  All of your guesses should be "educated."  That is, you should try to eliminate at least one  
     of the possible answers before you make your choice. 
 
Essay and Open-Ended Questions 
 
1.  Major ideas are important here.  Use facts and details to support your major ideas. 
2.  Don't leave a question blank or write "I don't know." Even your simplest ideas might be worth something. 
3.  Write a short outline for most questions if you have time.  List both your major ideas and the details and facts  
     you will use to back them up.  This will help you organize your ideas and keep on topic.  Include an  
     introductory sentence which clearly states what you are trying to do. 
4.  Look for key words in essay questions such as:  contrast, compare, trace, illustrate, explain, discuss, criticize,  
     define, evaluate, etc.  You usually won't be asked to just list things, but rather to explain your response. 
 
 
 

Although nothing can take the place of hard work 
and good study habits, the hints we have given you 
can help you to do better on both teacher-made and 
standardized tests. 
 
 

Good Luck! 
 
 
 
 

 
 


