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Why Standards-Based?

 Standards-based grading “involves measuring students’
proficiency on well-defined course objectives.”

 ~Tomlinson & McTighe, 2006

 Standards-based grading is a way of thinking about
grading and assessment that more clearly communicates
with parents and students how well learners currently
understand the course objectives, standards, and
competencies.

 ~Townsley, 2014 



Purpose 

 Standards based report cards give parents/guardians a
more detailed report of how a student is performing on
specific areas of each major subject rather than an
overall letter grade where the strengths and weaknesses
cannot be identified

 Standards based report card focuses on student’s
progress toward meeting standards in areas of content
and performance



Goal 

Improve student learning by reporting 
grades that are supportive of learning 



What is Standards-Based Learning?

 Focuses on student progress with specific skills

 Skills align to the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards 

 WTSD Curricula is in alignment with these standards

 Instruction is connected to these standards

 Students are assessed in terms of meeting these 
standards



Report Card

 Report cards will be issued in MP2, MP3, and MP4

 Some standards are blacked out under Math because
these have not yet been taught or have not been
taught enough to be accurately accessed







Assessment Key

 3 = Student performs consistently and steadily meets expectations 

 2 = Student sometimes performs at grade level, but requires assistance and/or 
does not work independently

 1 = Student needs assistance and does not perform independently 



 Refers to a text level or range at which a student 
can handle the text, content, and structure easily 
and without assistance

 Letter Range: A-Z

 This is Kindergarten-High School

 WTSD Goal – G or Higher by the end of Grade One

Independent Reading Level



 Behaviors to Observe

 Accuracy – use variety of strategies to solve words, make sure 
the reading makes sense, and continue reading

 Comprehension – demonstration of understanding elements 
of the text

 Fluency – reading at a natural speaking pace

Developing Good Reading Habits



Benefits of Standards-Based System

 Measure what a student should know and be able to do 
by the end of grade one in each learning area

 Identify concepts and skills in each learning area

 Indicate skills that have been mastered, strengths, 
weaknesses

 Progress is reported for each of the standards rather than 
a single grade for each subject area

 Everyone has a common goal to ensure students make 
progress throughout the year



How Can I Help My Child?

 Focus on few areas of strengths and few areas for 
improvement when talking with your child.

 Do not think of this report card in terms of traditional 
grades. 

 Reach out to your child’s teacher for strategies you can 
use at home.

 Have your child read every day for at least 15-20 minutes!



FAQ

 Why are only some standards listed?

 Descriptors that were most significant for student growth in each subject area 
were chosen.

 Why do I see % scores on my child’s work and in the Genesis Gradebook?

 Percentage scores indicate student overall performance on given 
assignments. There is no direct correlation between the overall % score and 
the 3, 2, or 1 your child receives on the report card. 

 Can a student receive a 3 in one MP and then a 2 in the next?

 Yes. Expectations change each marking period as the students move toward 
the grade level expectations for the end of the year.

 What should my expectations be for my child?

 Every child learns differently and at his/her own pace. The goal is for students 
to reach a 3 when the standard has been thoroughly taught.



Questions?


