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Is the district still planning to begin school on August 13? 

Yes. The district still plans to observe the regular school calendar. View the Calendar at 
a Glance HERE. Students who choose the SSD Virtual Academy option will also 
observe the same school calendar. 

Is the district considering a schedule where students report to campus on 
alternating days or half days?  

No. There are no plans to schedule alternating days or half days for students.  

What is the difference between Virtual Learning and Blended Learning? 

Virtual (Online) 
The SSD Virtual Academy is a K-12 online school option where students can learn 
remotely full time while also having access to our curriculum, teachers, intervention, and 
support. Students will receive the same level of education they would receive on 
campus and will also have the opportunity to be involved in Yellowjacket extracurricular 
activities and events. 

The new virtual academy will be an improved version of the digital learning provided in 
the Spring of 2020 during the extended school closure. Families can expect a more 
rigorous curriculum that will be organized and monitored through a new learning 
management system. This system will make it easier for students and parents to 
navigate through the curriculum and instruction and will allow parents the ability to track 
their child’s engagement and progress throughout the school year. A device will be 
provided to each student enrolled in the virtual academy if needed. 

Families who choose the Virtual option will not be able to switch to the Blended, onsite 
option, until the completion of that semester. This will help us plan for transportation, 
dining services, and spacing in the classrooms. 

 

 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/738383/School_Year_at_a_Glance__8_.pdf


 

Blended (Onsite) 
Students returning to the classroom in the fall will have a Blended learning environment. 
Students will report to campus to learn, but both teachers and students will be prepared 
for remote learning if needed due to illness or inclement weather. Blended learning 
allows the student to continue learning grade-level content standards through an 
educational plan that leverages both technology-based and face-to-face instruction. The 
curriculum will be aligned with the content provided through the SSD Virtual Academy 
so that students and teachers can easily pivot from onsite to online instruction as 
needed. 

Is SSD Virtual Academy the right choice for my child? 

Virtual learning can be more difficult for some students. Families must strongly consider 
the following characteristics that lead to a successful virtual school experience for 
students. 

● Self-motivated 
● Independent Learner 
● Computer Literate 
● Time Management Skills 
● Effective Communicator 
● Personal Commitment 
● Academic Readiness 
● Technologically Prepared 
● Strong Parent Support/Involvement 

If my child commits to the SSD Virtual Academy option, can he/she switch to 
the Blended (Onsite) option?  

Families who choose the SSD Virtual Academy option will not be able to switch to 
the Blended (Onsite) option until the next semester. This allows us to plan for 
transportation, food services, and spacing in the classroom. 

Is there a charge for the SSD Virtual Academy? 

No. 

Do I have to provide my own computer for Virtual or Blended learning next year? 



 

No. All students in the Sheridan School District will receive a district-issued 
Chromebook for both the Virtual and Blended learning options that will remain the 
property of the school district. Those families who would prefer to purchase their own 
Chromebook, can purchase a Chromebook at a discounted rate from STS Education. 
Lean more HERE. 

How do I enroll in the SSD Virtual Academy? 

WE have not yet opened enrollment for the SSD Virtual Academy. However, we need 
all families to let us know whether they intend to enroll their students in this virtual 
option by responding to the SSD Virtual Academy Survey by July 1. 

Will I be allowed to have lunch at school with my child?  

No. In order to maintain proper spacing, we are limiting the number of people who can 
be in the lunchroom and classrooms. Parent and guardian visits to school will be limited 
to essential activity.  

Will face coverings be 
mandatory?  

Face coverings will be required to be worn correctly by adults and students fourth grade 
and older when proper physical distancing is not feasible. Face coverings should not be 
used on anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious; or anyone who is 
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering without assistance.  
 
Can children PK-3rd grades wear face masks to school if the parent chooses 
that for their child?  

Yes
.  

How will children socially distance in their classrooms?  

In accordance with Arkansas Department of Health directives, efforts will be made to 
limit close contact between students. We will limit contact through the following 
actions:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-kDvvp6Q7DAy5Ttbe8J8yofNc_mbevvx/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1CwOo0M6l01HYdZ_CYcE2XN1ORMgPuhseMs2V9DOIl1IIYg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

● Arrange classrooms and other areas to maximize spacing between students and 
teacher to the extent possible.  

● Amend schedules to conform with social distancing guidelines (e.g. 
stagger lunches, minimize transitions, teachers may go to students).  

What will school athletics, plays, concerts and performances look like 
in the fall?  

Large group gatherings will be limited. The Arkansas Activities Association will release 
guidance for all AAA activities.  

Will my child still receive support services like speech and mental health 
services in the SSD Virtual Academy?  

Yes. 

If staff and students are required to wear masks, how will they learn 
phonics?  

A clear plexiglass shield will be used when teaching phonics so students can see the 
teacher’s face.  
 
Will clubs, athletics and extracurricular activities continue for virtual 
students?  

Students sixth through twelfth grades will be able to participate in athletics, clubs 
and extracurricular activities on campus.  

 
Will there be bottle filling stations for the refilling of water bottles during the 
day?  

Some schools have water stations while others do not. You will need to send water 
bottles filled for the day. In emergency situations, your child may refill his/her 
bottle.  

 



 

Will students on school buses be required to wear a mask and socially 
distance?  

Yes. All students (fourth grade and older) will be required to wear a face covering at all 
times while on the bus. It is recommended that students younger than fourth grade 
wear a face covering where practical, since the bus is a confined area where physical 
distancing is not feasible. There may be exceptions for students with health, sensory, or 
other conditions. This will be addressed on a case-by-case basis.  

Will students in the SSD Virtual Academy still be responsible for state 
assessments? 

Yes, all students in the SSD Virtual Academy must complete assessments mandated 
by the Arkansas Department of Education. 
 


