As we begin our conversation about the Common Core State Standards, I’d like to
look at it through the lens of forming a partnership. There is not just a single
influence that shapes and molds a child and helps him/her on the pathway to
future success. Parents are probably the most essential partner and are near
and dear to my heart, perhaps because I am one or because I have been
privileged to work with so many during my 19 years as a teacher and
administrator. Unfortunately, parents have probably been the least informed of
the partners and it is my deep commitment to change this moving forward. I
believe all the partners share a vision of helping children to be all they can and
want to be. Each of the partners may see things differently but we all share one
thing in common – wanting to see students achieve and I believe if THIS remains
our focus together we can work through the obstacles. As we begin our
conversation today about the Common Core State Standards and our roles, I
want to clarify what these standards are and what they mean for their
child/children.
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1) The 9 content areas represented by the Core Curriculum Content Standards are English
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, technology, 21st century life and
careers, comprehensive health and physical education, visual and performing arts, and
world languages.
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The words “standards” and “curriculum” cause a great deal of confusion and are
often used synonymously which is incorrect and feeds the misunderstanding.
Standards describe the knowledge and skills a student needs by the end of each
school year. Standards are the “what” of education. Standards are written by
teams of experts and educators, posted for public comment, and adopted by the
State Board of Education. Standards are not a ceiling but rather an assurance
students are taught the skills they need at each grade level to ensure they are
ready for the next step on the journey.
Curriculum is the detailed plan for day-to-day teaching, the “how” of education.
Curriculum is written by a team of district teachers and administrators and
adopted by local school boards.
“The Standards must therefore be complemented by a well-developed, contentrich curriculum consistent with the expectations laid out in this document.” CCSS
ELA introduction.
“These Standards do not dictate curriculum or teaching methods.” CCSS
mathematics “How to Read the Standards”
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One of the greatest benefits of common standards is that all children, regardless of zip
code or birth circumstances, are given the same skill foundation.
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1) In the past everyone taught a little bit of all the same topics. The CCSS are carefully
stair‐cased to build on the skills of the previous year to ensure students are able to
work toward mastery and be ready for college and/or careers upon graduating from
high school.
2) Due to this narrowing of the topics to be taught at each grade level, students are able
to develop a deeper understanding and firmer foundation for future learning.
Students, regardless of grade level, always ask “when will I ever use this?” – real world
applications allow students to understand how the skills they are learning will help
them in life causing students to be more highly engaged and increase motivation to
achieve.
3) Our children need strong communications skills both now and for their futures. They
each have a voice and need to be heard. For years we taught students to write and
speak about their opinions, now with the CCSS we are teaching them how to support
those important opinions with evidence to raise their voices so they can be heard. We
are also giving them many opportunities to practice listening and speaking coupled
with their continued instruction in reading and writing.
Refer to bullet 1 – importance of children moving along the staircase building a strong
foundation to be college and career ready. I’d like to take a few minutes to talk about
what it means to be college and career ready.
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This slide presents a visualization of how U.S standards used to be arranged,
giving equal importance to all four areas - like “shopping aisles.” Each grade goes
up and down the aisles, tossing topics into the cart, losing focus. This
visualization, and the curriculum which it represents, shows no priority. The
CCSS domain structure communicates the changing emphases throughout the
elementary years (e.g., Ratios and Proportional Relationships in grades 6 and 7).
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In contrast to the prior slides visualization, this picture shows a shape. Early
emphasis on operations and algebraic thinking and number and operations –
base ten build to more sophisticated concepts in middle school and then to
authentic algebra, rather than the all too common “experience with algebra” for
all.
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Standards can be looked at across grade levels to see the progression of skill
development.
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1) In the past everyone taught a little bit of all the same topics. The CCSS are carefully
stair‐cased to build on the skills of the previous year to ensure students are able to
work toward mastery and be ready for college and/or careers upon graduating from
high school.
2) Due to this narrowing of the topics to be taught at each grade level, students are able
to develop a deeper understanding and firmer foundation for future learning.
Students, regardless of grade level, always ask “when will I ever use this?” – real world
applications allow students to understand how the skills they are learning will help
them in life causing students to be more highly engaged and increase motivation to
achieve.
3) Our children need strong communications skills both now and for their futures. They
each have a voice and need to be heard. For years we taught students to write and
speak about their opinions, now with the CCSS we are teaching them how to support
those important opinions with evidence to raise their voices so they can be heard. We
are also giving them many opportunities to practice listening and speaking coupled
with their continued instruction in reading and writing.
Refer to bullet 1 – importance of children moving along the staircase building a strong
foundation to be college and career ready. I’d like to take a few minutes to talk about
what it means to be college and career ready.
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As the parent of two boys in NJ public schools, one of whom is entering his
Senior year this year, this incredibly important to me. As parents, we believe, our
children graduating with a high school diploma are ready for college and career
pathways. However, the 2013 ACT report, a test similar to the SAT that many
colleges use to place students in college courses, shows approximately 30-55%
of students entering college are not ready to take credit bearing courses. What
does this mean? This means students are taking remedial courses in college,
courses they should have passed in high school, only this time they are burning
through precious financial aid without getting any closer to a college degree
because colleges don’t count these classes for credit.
When we look to the skills needed for post secondary success and then plan
backward to ensure those skills are securely in place by the completion of 12th
grade, we arrive at the CCSS.
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Some of our children will head directly to careers which require coursework and licensing
exams. This graph shows the level of text complexity required for military, citizenship,
workplace, community college, and university readiness. Text complexity is the difficulty
of the text a student will need to read to be successful in each category. The continuum we
were on left students falling short of being able to read the materials necessary to pass
certification exams and demonstrate success in the various pathways shown on the graph.
The CCSS increases the text complexity students are reading from grade to grade to ensure
students are prepared for career pathways as well as college. All children deserve to reach
for and achieve their dreams therefore it is critical they have the skill sets to open the doors
along the way.
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It’s true that the CCSS should cause some shifting in what school looks and feels
like. The CCSS ensure our children are building the skills they will need for they
jobs they will hold, many of which do not even exist yet. One of the primary goal
of the CCSS is to teach critical thinking and problem solving. Students will
become active learners – rather than passive – in a dynamic classroom
environment. They will become independent thinkers
who can create informed opinions, critique the opinions of their peers and their
world, defend their arguments with evidence, and
communicate their points of view effectively.
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Again, as a parent, the CCSS allow me to communicate in a much more meaningful way
with my sons’ teachers to better support them at home. They are 2 very different types of
learners and the CCSS allow me to understand their individual strengths and weaknesses as
opposed to only knowing if they are an “A,” “B,” or “C” student.
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While this list is certainly not exhaustive, it is meant to give parents support as
they seek to understand the CCSS and how to best support their child/children
at home and at school.
1) Encourage your child to “stick with it.” Imagine the growth both now and
post-secondary if students learn to hang in there and persevere even when
it’s hard.
2) I know I’m guilty of doing too much for my children. I want my children to be
able to be independent thinkers who are able to be critical thinkers and
problem solvers on demand.
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If we are going to talk about the importance of working together to help all
children succeed it is imperative all voices are part of the conversation. We are
going to move to a short panel discussion at this time. Before introducing the
panel formally I want to thank them for being here today to share their
views/opinions about the CCSS with us. Their incredible gift of time is a
treasure. Unfortunately, I do not have a student on this panel as this is a school
day for many students in New Jersey. They are certainly a voice that needs to
be present in the future.
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