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Superintendent’s Newsletter 

Woodbridge Township School District, 428 School St, Woodbridge, NJ  07095 
732.602.8472 

SUPERINTENDENT ’S NEWSLETTER 

February means budget season for school 

administrators. This budget season we are challenged 

once again to provide a budget that will fund a top-

flight education for our children while maintaining 

fiscal responsibility for our taxpayers.  This year we 

are challenged with trying to fund additional facilities 

improvements.  We are working hard to present a 

budget that will address all needs.  Follow the district 

website under the “Board of Education” drop-down for 

details on our budget meetings, presentations and 

adoption timetable.  

One practice that is encouraged throughout our district 

is to allow teachers to pilot courses.  When we pilot a 

course, the initial interest usually begins at the school 

level.  A teacher or group of students will approach an 

administrator and ask. “Why don’t we have this 

class?”  If at all possible, we create the course in one 

school that showed interest. If the course is successful, 

we may try to expand it to the other interested schools.  

Sometimes the course will expand district-wide; other 

times it will be successful at one school but not others.  

Either way, pilot courses are an excellent way to 

expand our curriculum.  Our courses that began as 

pilots include: JROTC, Syracuse dual enrollment 

courses (SUPA), NJIT dual enrollment courses, 

Advancing With Apple, engineering, sports marketing, 

forensics, principles of marketing, CAD drawing, 

honors SAT prep, keyboarding (at the elementary 

level) and our very popular Teacher Apprenticeship 

Program.   

This is the first year that the graduates will have to 

fulfill the PARCC graduation criteria.  We are happy 

with the students’, teachers’ and parents’ cooperative 

efforts.  It was a learning experience, but we think we 

have been successful.  Thanks to all for helping us 

through the first year. 

The new calendar year also means decision time for 

our potential HS graduates.  It is quite exciting for 

teachers, students and parents to make these life-

altering decisions.  We are proud of our students who 

continue their experiences in college, military or the 

workforce.   
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You may have heard by now of the preliminary 

discussions on developing the Woodbridge downtown area 

and the plans to renovate our nearby schools.  If we move 

forward with these plans, we have an opportunity to 

replace two of our oldest school district buildings, 

renovate our oldest middle school, add elementary and 

middle school classroom space, address traffic flow at 

School #11, and possibly implement full-day kindergarten. 

All of this is to be done through development money and 

state reimbursement with no tax increases.  We hope to 

unveil the complete plan soon. 

One of our technology goals has been to increase our 

bandwidth capabilities between schools and our servers, 

which are housed at town hall.  Increasing bandwidth 

allows for increased internet connection speed, increased 

access points and more connected devices.  Our schools 

are now connected with copper phone lines, which are 

owned by Verizon.  We pay monthly rental fees for use of 

these lines, just as a homeowner would.  Our district, 

guided by the leadership of our technology team, had the 

vision several years ago to construct our own fiber optic 

network. Fiber optic cables allow for significant increases 

in our bandwidth when compared to copper lines.  A 

greater advantage of the fiber is that we will own our 

network—we will not have to pay monthly rental fees to 

Verizon.  We anticipate an excellent return on our 

investment.  A fiber network owned by a 

school/municipality is an extreme rarity and it is 

something that we are proud to be a part of.  This historic 

project would only have been possible with the visionary 

leadership of our Board of Education.  Special thanks also 

to our technology team, in particular Michael Esolda and 

Joe Masperi.  

 

 

 

 

 

N e w s l e t t e r  F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 6  

V o l u m e  3 ,  I s s u e  3  

By Robert Zega 
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Essay Contest 
 

SCHOOL DISTRICT WINNER 
MEAGAN D’SOUZA, KENNEDY PARK SCHOOL #24 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Individual School 
Winners 

School 

 Chloe Monsanto #1 

 Kara Mitch #4&5 

 Bryan Castillo #9 

 Caroline Ruiz #11 

 Isabella Gomez #14 

 Lucialta Cassamajor #18 

 Khushi Patel #19 

 Rohan Jain #20 

 Emma Downes #21 

 Dhruv Trivedi #22 

 Lindsey Gustofson #23 

 Meagan D’Souza #24 

 Arya Shah #25 

 Jada Harris #26 

 Austyn Minue #27 

 Julia Scotto #28 

Life's most persistent and urgent question is,                                           
'What are you doing for others?' 

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth137105.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth137105.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth137105.html
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Community Use Projects 
 
At the October 2015 Town Council meeting Mayor McCormac announced another round 
of community use projects that Woodbridge Township and the Board of Education will 
be working.  These projects include: 
 
 WHS turf baseball field: Summer 2016 
 WHS turf softball/soccer field: Summer 2016 
 WHS restrooms and concession stand: Summer 2016 
 CMS turf softball field: Summer 2016 
 CMS softball field irrigation: Summer 2016 
 JFK turf softball field: Summer 2016 
 JFK wrestling room: Summer 2016 
 WHS wrestling room: Spring 2016 
 CHS press box improvements 
 WMS stage improvements 
 WMS auditorium mural reconditioning 
 CMS backstop replacement 
 Lafayette Estates Elementary School #25 backstop replacement: COMPLETE 
 Claremont Ave Elementary School #20 backstop replacement: COMPLETE 
 JFK press box sound PA system upgrades 
 Menlo Park Terrace Elementary School #19 paving: COMPLETE 
 Lynn Crest Elementary School #22 paving: COMPLETE 
 Windscreens for bleachers at CHS & JFK stadiums 
 New Scoreboards for HS & MS: COMPLETE 
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Board of Education Construction Update 
 

In addition to the upgrades funded by the Township, the Board of Education has also financed 
a substantial amount of projects. The updates are below: 
 
District-Wide fiber upgrades: under construction  
Avenel MS locker replacement: under construction 
Colonia MS locker replacement: under construction 
Fords MS locker replacement: COMPLETE 
Iselin MS locker replacement: COMPLETE 
JFK HS locker replacement: under construction 
Colonia HS locker replacement: under construction 
Woodbridge HS locker replacement: under construction  
Woodbridge HS breezeway gate replacement: under construction 
 
 

Welcome to the Board of Education  

Joseph Velez! 
 
Mr. Joseph Velez was appointed to the Woodbridge Township Board of Education on January 
21, 2016.  The Board of Education filled former board member Brian Small’s remaining term, 
which runs to the end of this year.  Joseph Velez is a lifelong resident of the township and a 
police lieutenant with the Woodbridge Police Department.Enlarge Map  Joseph Velez was 
nominated among four candidates, who included Sanjeev Kapoor, Kevin Robinson and former 
board member Judy Leidner. 
Joseph Velez has been a Woodbridge Township police officer for 33 years and currently 
supervises the crime scene and evidence unit. 
Joseph Velez said he has volunteered his time to help Boy Scout troops earn their fingerprint 
merit badges; helped with Tooling Around the Township, a home repair and fix-up program 
that provides low-income, elderly and disabled township homeowners with general home 
repair services free-of-charge; instructed the Civilian Police Academy, and more. 
We know Joseph Velez will be an asset to the district.  We welcome him and wish him the 
best of luck and success. 

Found at: http://em.gmnews.com/news/2016-
0204/Schools/Joseph_Velez_named_to_Woodbridge_Board_of_Educatio.html 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://em.gmnews.com/news/2016-0204/Schools/Joseph_Velez_named_to_Woodbridge_Board_of_Educatio.html
http://em.gmnews.com/news/2016-0204/Schools/Joseph_Velez_named_to_Woodbridge_Board_of_Educatio.html
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Woodbridge Tech Team Presents at Techspo 

 

 

 
 
On January 29, Assistant Superintendent John Bader led a presentation at Techspo in Atlantic 
City, NJ.  Techspo is a prestigious, annual, educational technology convention.  Presenters 
gather from across the nation to explain best practices and innovative technology programs.  
Mr. Bader and his tech team had the privledge of presenting the technology updates from our 
school district.   
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruder the Therapy Dog Visits School #9 

 

 
 

 

Few will have the greatness to bend history itself; but each of us can work 
to change a small portion of events, and in the total; of all those acts will be 

written the history of this generation. 
 

Robert Kennedy 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robertkenn135396.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robertkenn135396.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robertkenn135396.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robertkenn135396.html
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Bruder the therapy dog and Board of Education member Eileen Zullo visited the students at 
School #9 in Port Reading.  
 

2016 CJMEA Honors Symphonic Band 
 
 

 
 

Woodbridge Township was well represented at the Central Jersey Honors Symphonic Band 
performance in Sayreville on 1/28/2016.  Participants included: Nicole Belenski, WHS, 
Nicholas Brennan, JFK, Jordan Bukofsky, WHS, Roy Demarco, WHS, Spencer Dubay, WHS, 
Rebekah Harris, WHS, Jaylen Henderson-Pena, CHS, Jessica Kenny, WHS, Antonio Lombardi, 
CHS, Hena Mehta, CHS, Jessica Morley, CHS, Jeremy Pampo, CHS, Kevin Pinkham, CHS, 
Stephen Rollo, WHS, Amanda Seickel, JFK, Gian Vargas, WHS, Theodore (TJ) Wagner, WHS, 
Justin Wolff, CHS.  In addition to the three high school directors, Sarah Benkert (WMS 
director) also participated.  She was the band manager and conducted a piece.  
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Woodbridge Girls Bowling Earns GMC Championship 
 

 
 
From left to right: Coach Small, Samantha Sclafani, Deanna Calantoni, Tyler 
Karpinecz, Carly Kjersgaard, Sabrina Yip, Kaitlyn Sclafani, Eliza Abreu and Isha Chada 

 
 

Woodbridge Boys Bowling Captures NJSIAA Central Jersey Group 3 
Sectional Championship 

 

 

 
From top left to right:Travis Makara-Marino, Kyle Bilawsky, Adam Trabalka, John 
Drost, Alex Silva.  From bottom left to right: Stephen Parente, Joseph Palmer, James 
Stoveken, Michael Bocra 
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Woodbridge Junior Bryan McLaughlin Gains 

100th Career Victory in Wrestling 
 

 
 
Bryan won his 100th match by technical fall during the NJSIAA semi-final match in Middletown 
on February 10.  Pictured above are Head Coach Mike Carbone, Bryan McLaughlin and 
Assistant Coach Joe Liquori. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

More enduringly than any other sport, wrestling teaches 
self-control and pride. Some have wrestled without great 

skill - none have wrestled without pride. 
 

Dan Gable 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dangable454976.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dangable454976.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dangable454976.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dangable454976.html
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Colonia HS Swimming Champion Monika Burzynska Recognized 
During Halftime at a CHS Basketball Game  

 

 
 
Monika has been the GMC champion the past two years in the  100 meter backstroke and fly.  
She also qualified for the Meet of Champions @ Gloucester County College on 2/27 and 2/28 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

JFKMHS Student Illustrates Children’s Book 
 

 

 

Past performance speaks a tremendous amount about 
one's ability and likelihood for success. 

 
Mark Spitz 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/markspitz371887.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/markspitz371887.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/markspitz371887.html
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Illustrator and JFKMHS junior Brandon Bravo (on right) and author Jesus Ramos hold 
copies of the recently published children’s book, Tab Albers Finds His Purpose.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 

 

Accept the challenges so that you can feel the 
exhilaration of victory. 

 
George S. Patton 

 

 

 

 

 

Children's literature is one of my joys, and it's also my 
mental comfort food. 

 
Gretchen Rubin 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgespa122094.html?src=t_motivational
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgespa122094.html?src=t_motivational
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/george_s_patton.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/gretchenru619325.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/gretchenru619325.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/gretchenru619325.html
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Five Concert Choir Members Represented JFKMHS  
at the CJMEA Region II Choir 

 
 

 
 

Five JFKMHS students qualified for the prestigious Central Jersey Music Educators 
Association Region II Choir.  Pictured above from left to right: Klaudia Stanislawski, 
Amanda Fiore, Mariah Simpson, Gabby Vendrell, and Briana Alvarez 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society must set 
the artist free to follow his vision wherever it takes him. 

 
John F. Kennedy 

 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnfkenn109214.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnfkenn109214.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/johnfkenn109214.html
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Bryce Barneys Signs With Monmouth University 

 

 
 
Colonia HS senior football standout Bryce Barneys signed a National Letter of Intent to 
accept an athletic scholarship to play football at Division I Monmouth University.  
Joining Bryce are his parents and his brother Chase. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Now, everybody always says there's no 'I' in team, but 
there is an 'I' in win, because the individuals make the 
team what it is, and how they think and what they do is 

important to the team. So when you act like the individual 
is not important, well, it is important who these people are 

and what they are. 
 

Nick Saban 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nicksaban608185.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nicksaban608185.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nicksaban608185.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nicksaban608185.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nicksaban608185.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nicksaban608185.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/n/nicksaban608185.html
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Once you've wrestled,                       
everything else in life is easy. 

 
Dan Gable 

 

 
Coach Grasso Reaches 100 Career Victories  

 
 

 
 

Colonia HS Head Wrestling Coach Dan Grasso celebrates his 100th career win with the 
CHS Varsity wrestling team, his brother Joe Grasso and assistant coach Mike Monaco. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dangable198630.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dangable198630.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dangable198630.html
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Woodbridge HS Boys Basketball Team Visits With School #11 
 

 
The WHS Boys basketball team took part in the Ross Street PBSIS Star program on 
Tuesday Feb 9th at Ross Street Elementary. Ross Street star winners were able to 
spend 45 minutes with the team and head coach learning basketball drills and what it 
takes to be part of a winning team. The players focused not only on teaching them 
basketball fundamentals but academic and social skills necessary to play high school 
sports.  
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Woodbridge Township 

Board of Education 
 

Ezio 
Tamburello 
President 
Term - 2018 
Follow 

@EzioTamburello 
 

 

 

Daniel Harris 
Vice President 
Term - 2018 
Follow 

@danielharris08  
 

 

Ad Hoc Committee 
Building & Grounds Committee 
Chairperson 
Finance & Insurance Committee 
Personnel & Grievance Committee 
Policy & Planning Committee 
Transportation Committee 

Marie 
Anderson 
Board Member 
Term - 2017 
 

 

Athletics & Extracurricular 
Committee 
Cafeteria Committee 
Curriculum Committee 
Negotiations 
Committee Chairperson 
Policy & Planning 
Committee Chairperson 
Technology Committee 

 

 

mailto:board@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:board@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:ezio.tamburello@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:ezio.tamburello@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
https://twitter.com/EzioTamburello
https://twitter.com/EzioTamburello
mailto:daniel.harris@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:daniel.harris@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
https://twitter.com/danielharris08
https://twitter.com/danielharris08
mailto:marie.anderson@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:marie.anderson@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:judy.leidner@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:judy.leidner@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
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Frank 

DellaPietro III 
Board Member 
Term - 2017 
  

 

Ad Hoc Committee 
Athletics & Extracurricular 
Committee Chairperson 

Curriculum Committee 
Special Education Committee 

John Golden 
Board Member 
Term - 2016 
 

 

Ad Hoc Committee Chairperson 
Finance & Insurance 
Committee Chairperson 
Security & School Safety 
Transportation Committee 

Brian Molnar  
Board Member 
Term - 2017 

 

Athletics & Extracurricular 
Committee 
Building & Grounds Committee 
Personnel & Grievance 
Committee Chairperson 
Security & School 
Safety Chairperson 

Jonathan 
Triebwasser  

Board Member  
Term - 2016 
  

 

 
Cafeteria Committee Chairperson 
Finance & Insurance Committee 
Policy & Planning Committee 
Technology 
Committee Chairperson 

mailto:frank.dellapietro@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:frank.dellapietro@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:judy.leidner@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:judy.leidner@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:john.golden@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:brian.molnar@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:brian.molnar@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:jonathan.triebwasser@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:jonathan.triebwasser@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:ezio.tamburello@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:ezio.tamburello@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:ezio.tamburello@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:ezio.tamburello@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
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Joseph Velez 
Board Member 
Term - 2016 
 

 

Building & Grounds Committee 
Negotiations Committee 
Special Education Committee 
Security & School Safety 
Committee 
Transportation Committee 

Eileen Zullo 
Board Member 
Term - 2018 
 

 

Cafeteria Committee 
Curriculum Committee Chairperson 
Personnel & Grievance Committee 
Special Education 
Committee Chairperson 
Technology Committee 

  

 

 

No student ever attains very eminent success by simply doing what is 
required of him: it is the amount and excellence of what is over and above 

the required, that determines the greatness of ultimate distinction. 
 

Charles Kendall Adams 

 

mailto:joseph.velez@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:eileen.zullo@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesken197461.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesken197461.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesken197461.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesken197461.html
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There is no greatness where there is no simplicity, 
goodness and truth. 

 
Leo Tolstoy 

 

 

 

    
 
 

     WWooooddbbrriiddggee  TToowwnnsshhiipp  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  
   428 School St 

    Woodbridge, NJ 07095 

Central Administration 
 

Robert Zega, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

732-602-8550 
 

John Bader 
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction 

732-602-8487 
 

Brian Wolferman 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

732-602-8536 
 

Joanne Shafer 
Director of Personnel Services 

732-602-8470 
 

Julie Bair 
Director of Special Sevices 

732-602-8575 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/l/leotolstoy153759.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/l/leotolstoy153759.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/l/leotolstoy153759.html
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mailto:mailto:superintendent@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:mailto:superintendent@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:mailto:curriculum@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:mailto:curriculum@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:mailto:curriculum@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:mailto:babs@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
mailto:mailto:babs@woodbridge.k12.nj.us
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