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Thought Stream
By Robert Zega

As I began this newsletter I glanced at my desk
calendar and I realized that we are already a half
of a month into 2015 . . . time flies! Do you
realize that if you are five years old and you live
to your average life expectancy you will live to
see the year 2100—the 22nd Century?
It is my pleasure to welcome Marie Anderson to
the Woodbridge Township Board of Education.
Ms. Anderson is a JFK grad and we are excited
to work with her on the board.
This week I had the pleasure of spending an
evening with the Student Advisory Council,
which is a group of students from all three high
schools who meet informally with several board
members and me. I must say I was quite
impressed by the maturity and insight of these
(our) young adults. We discussed many issues
and it was certainly one of the most positive
experiences I’ve had as superintendent.
In December the board approved the purchase of
another round of chromebooks and laptops for
each of our schools. Since 2012 we have added
over 5,000 computing devices (chromebooks,
PC’s, laptops, iPads) to our schools. We’re
proud to be forging into the 21st century and
giving our kids what they need.
Also at the December BOE meeting the board
approved the purchase of six 3-D printers. A 3D printer is new technology that can be
connected to a computer and can “print” any
solid object. I can’t wait to see how our HS
classes use it to instruct and inspire.
I visited the Syracuse University dual enrollment
US History course being taught at JFK. This is
an actual Syracuse University course being
taught to our HS students. The course begins at
7:00 am, what we call “zero block” and runs all
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year. What a wonderful experience for our young
folks. Thanks to Vin Soccodato for teaching the
course and thanks to Professor Sharp from
Syracuse for visiting the class; and thanks for
remembering we are here to help. Woodbridge
and Colonia have similar programs.
Every time I leave my house in the morning I
can’t help but reflect on how lucky we were to
have such a warm December. When does trout
season open?
All three of our high school football teams not
only made it to the playoffs but won their first
round games. This was the first time in the
history of our district that this has happened.
Congrats to all!

I liked this picture of our flag so much I’ve
decided to keep it.
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PARCC FAQ’s
What is PARCC?
The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) is a group of 19 states working together to
develop a common set of computer-based K–12 assessments in English language arts/Literacy and math linked to the new,
more rigorous Common Core State Standards (CCSS).
Why do states need new assessments?
These tests will provide more meaningful, actionable and timely information for educators, parents and students because
they were built to mirror the Common Core instructional standards. The PARCC assessments will replace state tests currently
used to meet the requirements of the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
Which states make up PARCC?
PARCC was originally made up of 19 states. Nineteen are Governing States in the consortium: Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado,
the District of Columbia, Florida, Illinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Jersey, New Mexico,
New York, Ohio, Rhode Island and Tennessee. Kentucky and Pennsylvania are Participating States. The U.S. Virgin Islands is
a participating territory.
What are the benefits of the PARCC assessments?
In ELA/literacy, many states don’t assess writing and few assess critical-thinking skills. PARCC will do both. In math, most
current assessments are fill-in-the-blank “bubble tests.” PARCC will give students a chance to solve real problems. Plus,
they’ll not only have to solve complex problems, but show how they solved them. Many current state tests measure only
lower-level skills. The new assessments are designed to measure whether students are actually on track for college or
careers. Most current tests just require students to fill in the blanks. PARCC’s computer-based assessments will be much
more interactive and engaging. Too often, current tests fail to adequately measure the skills and knowledge of students
working significantly below or beyond their grade level. PARCC assessments will. The new tests will create comparability
among states and equity among the students who reside in them. What it means to be ready for success in college or
careers shouldn’t vary from state to state.
What are the components of the PARCC assessment system?
The assessments will cover English language arts (ELA)/literacy and math for grades 3–11. The system includes the following
components:
· Diagnostic assessments in reading, writing and mathematics. These optional tests, available throughout the year,
will help teachers identify students’ strengths and weaknesses.
· Mid-year assessments in ELA/literacy and mathematics. Designed to be given mid-way through the year, these
optional tests will help schools shape decisions about curriculum, instruction and professional development.
· Performance-based assessments (PBA) in ELA/literacy and mathematics. All students will take this summative
test toward the end of the school year to show what they know.
· In ELA/literacy, this will involve analyzing literature and a narrative writing task. Students will read texts and write several
pieces to demonstrate they can read and understand sufficiently complex texts independently; write effectively when using
and analyzing sources; and build and communicate knowledge by integrating, comparing and synthesizing ideas.
· In math, students will be asked to solve problems involving the key knowledge and skills for their grade level (as identified
by the CCSS), express mathematical reasoning and construct a mathematical argument, and apply concepts to solve model
real-world problems.

Superintendent’s Newsletter

Page 3

· End-of-year assessments (EOY) in ELA/literacy and math. All students will take this at the end of the school year.
The results will be combined with the performance-based assessment to produce a student’s summative assessment score.
For the end-of-year assessment, students will demonstrate their acquired skills and knowledge by answering computerbased, machine-scorable questions.
· Speaking and listening component (ELA/literacy only). All students participating in the PARCC assessments will
demonstrate speaking and listening proficiency using this tool, which can be administered anytime during the academic year.
While this is a required component of the assessment, currently PARCC does not envision combining results from this with
those of the performance-based assessment or end-of-year assessment to determine a student’s summative assessment
score.
Can my child op-out of the PARCC?
Yes. Just as parents can exclude their children from certain educational programs, such as gym or music, a parent may have
their child not participate in PARCC. If you choose to have your child opt-out of PARCC you simply need to write a note to
your principal stating so.
What will my child do if they do not take the PARCC?
You may send you child to school with recreational reading. If not, the school will provide alternate activities for your child
while their class takes the PARCC.
What is the academic advantage of taking the PARCC?
The PARCC can be used to give more data about your child’s learning. Data from PARCC will give your school a better
understanding of your child’s achievement and progression through benchmarks.
Is there any penalty for opting-out of PARCC?
There is NO penalty, academic or otherwise, for declining to take the PARCC for the individual student (just there was no
penalty for missing the NJ ASK). The PARCC is, however, one of the measures that may be used to show proficiency for high
school graduation.
What if a child takes the PARCC and does poorly? Are there any academic consequences?
If a child does not so well on the PARCC that data will be used to help create an accurate picture of the educational status of
the child. There is no penalty. The PARCC alone cannot be used to exclude a child from any academic honor society; nor
can the PARCC be the only determining factor when considering promotion or retention. PARCC is not part of the child’s
grade in the course and will not be reflected on the report card.
Does the PARCC data have any impact on my child’s teacher or the school or the district?
PARCC data may be used as part of certain teacher’s annual performance evaluation, but only weighted 10% of the overall
evaluation. PARCC data will be used as a way to evaluate schools, principals and other administrators, including the
superintendent. Each school is required to have 95% participation in the PARCC; so if there are enough students who do not
test, the school may receive a poor rating based on participation.
Do schools have to give the PARCC? Can they give another test? Why did we switch from the NJ ASK and the
HSPA?
In NJ, all school districts that receive state aid MUST administer the PARCC, beginning in the spring of 2015, to appropriate
students. They cannot replace the PARCC with another test. This decision was made at the state level—local school districts
did not have a say in the change.
For more info, please visit our Parent PARCC presentation at: http://www.woodbridge.k12.nj.us/Page/214
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Construction Updates
As part of our historic joint effort between Mayor McCormac, the Woodbridge Town Council
and the Woodbridge Township Board of Education, our schools facilities have undergone
major upgrades. These upgrades include:
Woodbridge HS stadium: COMPLETE (except for exterior doors)
Woodbridge HS gym bleachers: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS auditorium seating: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS tennis courts: under construction
Woodbridge HS parking lots: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS concession stand: under construction
Woodbridge HS JV softball field dugouts: COMPLETE
Colonia HS turf football/soccer field: COMPLETE
Colonia HS turf baseball field: COMPLETE
Colonia HS gym bleachers: COMPLETE
Colonia HS auditorium air conditioning: COMPLETE
Colonia HS paving: COMPLETE
JFK HS turf football/soccer field: COMPLETE
JFK HS running track: COMPLETE
JFK HS turf baseball field: COMPLETE
JFK HS auditorium seating: COMPLETE
JFK HS auditorium air conditioning: COMPLETE
JFK HS paving: COMPLETE
JFK HS softball field: COMPLETE
Woodbridge MS auditorium seating and acoustic upgrades: COMPLETE
Avenel MS athletic fields: under construction
Mawbey Street Elementary School parking: COMPLETE
Mawbey Street Elementary School playground: COMPLETE
Lafayette Estates Elementary School playground, walking track & basketball
court: COMPLETE
Playgrounds at elementary schools #9, #20, #23: COMPLETE
Basketball courts at elementary schools #23, #24, #26, #28: under construction
Walking tracks at elementary schools #9, #19, #22, #23, #24, #25, #26, #28:
under construction
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Board of Education Construction Update
In addition to the upgrades funded by the Township, the Board of Education has also financed a
substantial amount of summer projects. The updates are below:
Avenel MS boiler replacement: COMPLETE
Avenel MS clock replacement: COMPLETE
Avenel MS gym floor: COMPLETE
Avenel MS lockers: under construction
Avenel MS stage curtain: COMPLETE
Avenel Street #4&5 refinish 5 classroom floors: COMPLETE
Claremont Avenue #20 concrete ramp for wheelchair accessibility: COMPLETE
Colonia HS walk-in freezer: COMPLETE
Colonia HS wrestling/dance room: COMPLETE
Colonia MS clock replacement: COMPLETE
Fords MS clock replacement: COMPLETE
Iselin MS cafeteria floor: COMPLETE
JFK HS auditorium carpet: COMPLETE
JFK HS gym divider removal: COMPLETE
JFK HS refinish gym floor: COMPLETE
Lafayette Estates #25 parking lot expansion: COMPLETE
Mawbey Street #1 boiler replacement: COMPLETE
Patch & paint auditorium floor at WMS, WHS, JFK: COMPLETE
Paving/Sealing/Striping at schools #4&5, #18, #19, #20, #22, #23, #24, #25, IMS: COMPLETE
Pennsylvania Avenue #27 boiler replacement: COMPLETE
Port Reading #9 boiler replacement: COMPLETE
Robert Mascenik #26 boiler replacement: COMPLETE
Ross Street #11 painting four classrooms: COMPLETE
Ross Street #11 road & fence construction: COMPLETE
Woodbine Avenue #23 parking lot: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS auditorium air conditioning: under construction
Woodbridge HS auditorium carpet: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS gym divider removal: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS gym floor: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS heating system upgrades: under construction
Woodbridge HS new projector screen in auditorium: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS painted main foyer: COMPLETE
Woodbridge HS track repair: COMPLETE
Woodbridge MS clock replacement: COMPLETE
Woodbridge MS gym bleachers: COMPLETE
Woodbridge MS painting in gym and third floor: COMPLETE
Woodbridge MS refinished gym floor: COMPLETE

The will to win, the desire to succeed, the urge to reach
your full potential... these are the keys that will unlock the
door to personal excellence.
Confucius
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Next Round of Community Updates Proposed
Our histioric parenership with Woodbridge Township continues: The Board of

Education and the Township of Woodbridge are planning more community use
improvements. Work should commence later this spring. These new items include:









New scoreboards in our high school gyms
New scoreboards in our middle school gyms
New bleachers in our middle school gyms
Additional paving at some schools
Replacing gym dividers at our middle schools
New softball scoreboards at our high schools
Locker room renovation at Colonia High School
Refreshment stand renovations at JFK & CHS

Your time is limited, so don't waste it living
someone else's life. Don't be trapped by dogma which is living with the results of other people's
thinking. Don't let the noise of others' opinions
drown out your own inner voice. And most
important, have the courage to follow your heart
and intuition.

Steve Jobs
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What’s New In Our Schools
Syracuse Professor Sharp Teaching During Zero Block
SUPA American History Class at JFK

Ross Street Read Across Our Neighborhood Program
In an effort to improve community relations, communication and student achievement, the
staff at School #11 kicked-off their Ross Street Read Across our Neighborhood Program.
They will be meeting at the Bunns Lane Rec Center Thursday evenings to participate in
family-centered learning activities. There were over 30 participants from 11 families on
the first night.
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Avenel Middle School wins the First Ever
Woodbridge Township Middle School Baseball Championship

One of the First Creations Made by Our New 3-D Printers in Our High Schools

We've arranged a civilization in which most crucial
elements profoundly depend on science and
technology.
Carl Sagan
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Colonia Football Makes the State Finals

Click Here for NJSIAA N2 G4 Championship Game Highlights:
Colonia v. Phillipsburg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhzRpLMVLoc&feature=youtu.be&app=desktop
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Colonia High School Football
WCTC Co Team of the Year!

WHS Football Alum and NFL Hall of Famer
Lou Creekmur added to Ring of Honor by Detroit Lions
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Click Here for Highlights From Woodbridge HS Hockey:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zDs8Av3Z-Y&list=UUTgizoAPLIL7nhWPgr2b3CA

School #27 Winter Concert

JFK Winter Concert
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JFK Winter Concert. Great Job Mustangs!

Woodbridge Bowling Champs

Congrats Tyler Karpincez, Adam Trabalka & Louis Polise 1st place finishers in the
Woodbridge Holiday Tournament!

Superintendent’s Newsletter
Team Infinity Performs at the WHS Pep Rally
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WHS Chorus Performs Over the Winter Break at St. Andrew’s Church

The Three A’s:
Arts
Academics
Athletics
Michael Cilento
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WHS Pep Band Performs at a Basketball Game
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The Finishing Touches Going Up on WHS Stadium

When you rise in the morning, give thanks for the light, for
your life, for your strength. Give thanks for your food and for
the joy of living. If you see no reason to give thanks, the fault
lies in yourself.
Tecumseh
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Woodbridge Township
Board of Education

John Golden
President

Term - 2016

Ezio
Tamburello
Vice President

Term - 2015

Frank
DellaPietro
III
Board Member

Term - 2017

COMMITTEES
Ad Hoc*
Curriculum
Finance & Insurance*
Negotiations
Special Education
Transportation

COMMITTEES
Security & School Safety*
Athletics & Extracurricular
Personnel
Transportation*
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COMMITTEES

Daniel Harris
Board Member

Term - 2015

Brian F. Small
Board Member

Term - 2016

Building & Grounds*
Ad Hoc
Cafeteria*
Special Education
Policy & Planning

COMMITTEES
Building & Grounds
Ad Hoc
Athletics & Extracurricular
Personnel*
Security & School Safety

COMMITTEES

Brian Molnar
Board Member

Term - 2017

Marie
Anderson
Board Member

Term - 2017

Building & Grounds
Athletics & Extracurricular*
Personnel
Negotiations*
Security & School Safety

COMMITTEES
Finance & Insurance
Policy & Planning
Technology*
Negotiations
Transportation
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Jonathan
Triebwasser
COMMITTEES

Board Member

Cafeteria
Curriculum
Finance & Insurance
Policy & Planning*
Technology

Eileen Zullo

COMMITTEES

Term - 2016

Cafeteria
Curriculum*
Special Education*
Technology

Board Member

Term - 2014

*Denotes
Committee
Chairperson

The philosophy of the school room in one generation
will be the philosophy of government in the next.
Abraham Lincoln
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Student Letter
Each month we hope to publish a letter from a Woodbridge Township School District
student. This month’s letter comes from JFK senior Joseph Duffy. Joseph has been a
member of the Member of Heroes and Cool Kids and is also a four year Varsity Basketball
Player
As my time in high school begins to dwindle down and graduation day rapidly
approaches, I look forward to embarking onto college and a new series of endeavors.
However, I would not be the person I am today if it was not for my journey from freshman
to senior year at John F. Kennedy Memorial High School. I have learned countless morals,
lessons, and an incredible education in my unforgettable high school experience. My
teachers, administrators, coaches, as well as fellow classmates and teammates have made
my time in high school enjoyable and have taught me so much.
John F. Kennedy Memorial High School has both a rich history and a bright future. I still
remember walking into the auditorium for freshman orientation and listening to Mr. Cilento
tell us incoming freshman, “Respect is the key to success.” Four years later I cannot put
into any words how true that statement is. JFK is truly a melting pot as we have a diverse
staff and student body that share a mutual respect for each other. In the classroom, in the
hallways, in the cafeteria, and in the extracurriculars you see diversity and respect shared
between everyone.
Personally, I see diversity every day on the basketball court, on the team we have
people of all types of different ethnic backgrounds and we all share an immutable respect
for each other. That is merely one example of the respect throughout the school, every
day I see a respectful and accepting culture in school. This culture had made JFK an
environment for students and will continue to do so for years to come.
At JFK we make it our best effort to excel in “the three A’s,” the arts, the academics,
and the athletics. It is so incredibly easy to become involved, the only reason one is not
involved in something is because they choose not to be. There are an abundant amount of
extracurriculars you can participate in, whether it is sports, a club, the band, or the school
play there are many opportunities to become involved.
My time in high school has flown by right before my very eyes and my advice for
incoming freshman is very simple. First, I would tell them to focus in the classroom. There
is nothing more important in school than getting good grades and that is incredibly difficult
if you do not focus and dedicate yourself to your studies. Next, I would tell them to get
involved. An easy way to meet new people, make friends, and have fun is to join a club or
team. Finally, I would tell them to relax and have fun. You are only in high school once so
enjoy it, there is nothing to be nervous about so relax and enjoy yourself. High school will
go by before you know it so don’t take it for granted.
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Woodbridge Township School District
428 School St
Woodbridge, NJ 07095
Central Administration
Robert Zega, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
732-602-8550
John Bader
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction
732-602-8487
Dennis DeMarino
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
732-602-8536
Joanne Shafer
Director of Personnel Services
732-602-8470
Julie Bair
Director of Special Sevices
732-602-8575

Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind
with an open one.
Malcolm Forbes

