
                                        
 

McKenzie School District 
School Board Meeting 

January 15, 2020 
 
5:34 P.M. Meeting called to order 
Present: Tim Halloran, Alyssa Brownlee, Kent Roberts and George Beverly  
Absent: James Rudisill, Melissa Norlund, Patence Winningham 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
COMMUNITY COMMENTS 
None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Actions that are routine or usually call for no discussion, such as approving 
minutes of previous meetings, acceptance of donations and similar actions, 
often handled together in one vote by the Board. 
 
Agenda Amendments: Personnel: 1. Hire Miyanna Hayes Girls Middle 
      School Basketball Coach 
    Action Item: CANCEL 2. Public Charter School 
               Report 
 
1. Minutes Board Work Session December 10, 2019 and Regular School Board  

December 18, 2019 
2. Approval of Financial Report/Statements  
3. Acceptance of Donations  

Donation from Crow Farm Foundation -$2,000 for shop class, skate board projects. 
4. Personnel 

Hire Girls Middle Girls Basketball Coach 
Hire Ruth Barth Special Services Transportation Aid  
Hire Cassandra Mattus Educational Assistant 
Retirement notice Dave Hunter, Mathematics Teacher 7-12th, July 1, 2020 

5. Enrollment 
 

Alyssa Brownlee  moved  to approve the consent agenda as amended, seconded by George 
Beverly and unanimously approved. 
  Lane thanked Dave Hunter for his years of service here at McKenzie teaching middle 

 school and high school math. 
 

REPORTS & DISCUSSION 
District Report  
 Superintendent/ Principal  

• Since we last met: 
 Staff and students enjoyed a well deserved winter break. 

• The CTE Revitalization Grant was submitted to ODE. It would further our Construction, 
Design and Computer Science CTE programs. We were eligible for these funds because of 
our small HSS allocation and our focus on providing CTE programming with those funds. I 
wanted to show you the initial info they requested, I will ask you to vote and approve our 
application once we have follow up conversations with ODE. 

• McKenzie Education Foundation met, the MEF is working to refocus this group to better 
support the needs of McKenzie. This is an exciting time to be working with MEF. 



• Attended the McKenzie River Chamber of Commerce meeting last week. I shared with them 
our focus on regular attendance, the Student Success Act and the Student Investment 
Account, as well as our transition to a charter school. I answered a lot of good questions, 
overall they were very positive about McKenzie. I look forward to continuing to connect with 
the Chamber as they have a focus to support the community as a whole through business. 

• In 2016, the District did some initial testing and did not detect any issues with lead in our 
buildings. In complying with the updated Healthy and Safe Schools rules, we are testing all 
taps in our buildings where students could feasibly drink. Of the 103 samples we have 
received results that 31 were elevated. Of those 31, 13 are in spaces students regularly have 
access to. Tyee Burwell and Chris Lester are doing a great job shutting off access or posting 
appropriate signage to help reduce access until we can conduct follow up testing and 
remediation. A letter will be sent home to families explaining the Healthy and Safe School 
Plan requirements and the steps the district will be taking. 

• Attendance: 
As a District we are currently sitting at 94% attendance, the Elem is at 96%, the MS is 92% 
and the HS is at 91% 

• Currently, 81% of students are regular attenders, 19% are chronically absent. 
 Keep in mind that as few as 7 days can make you chronically absent at this point of the year. 
 
Building Report 
 Assistant Principal- 
 Brent Meister provided his report, he was unable to attend tonight 

• Students returned from Winter Break on January 6, 2020.  Overall, the general feel in the 
school has been calm and comfortable.  I am hoping this means students and staff alike 
were able to recharge and relax during break 

• The end of the first semester comes next week.  Elementary teachers and students are 
finishing up units and projects, and Middle/High students are preparing for finals.  Finals will 
take place on Wednesday, January 22, and Thursday, January 23.  Finals for periods 1-4 will 
be given on Wednesday, and 5-7 on Thursday.  Teachers have a grading day on Friday, 
January 24.   

• Our Gear Up Coordinator and Teacher, Brent Caulley, will be putting on a carnival with the 
8th grade Gear Up class at 2:50 on the 23rd.  Students in the class will be setting up booths 
and games which have to do with skills and information one needs to better pursue a post-
secondary path.  This is a fun experience, typically culminating with students earning tickets 
to get prizes which include a pie to the face of a teacher of choice.  Please feel free to show 
up to the Old Gym at 2:50 on 1/23/2020 if you’d like to see what is going on or even 
volunteer to get a pie in the face!   

• Teachers will have an opportunity to meet with Sarah Anderson from Cottonwood School of 
Civics and Science on January 31, to get 1:1 input on the many projects they continue to 
pursue with students.  This will be a great chance to glean resources and continue to forge 
connections in the area of Project Based Learning.  

• There are many positive things going on in the area of projects, but one highlight is in Mr. 
Day’s Scientific Research and Design Class.  Students are learning how to write professional 
emails in order to connect with experts in various fields they are researching.  In one 
instance, a student has connected with a leading crow intelligence researcher, Cheryl 
Friesen, to get input and support for their work.  

• Teachers participating in the salmon egg project were able to release the salmon into Elk 
Creek before break.  Students enjoyed the learning process and seeing the beginning 
salmon life cycle (with McKenzie River salmon), in their own backyard.   

• We look forward to celebrating positive attendance and academic achievement again for 
Quarter 2/Semester 1, and will continue to keep you apprised of how students are doing at 
MRCS.  
 
 
 



Financial  
 
Wendy Whitson reported in December McKenzie received $699,552 in revenue, of this $591,060 
was tax revenue, $103,414 was the state school fund, and the expenditures were $321,082. 
In review of the financial obligations, District Accounts payable $78,950.08, Payroll $142,896.62, 
High School Student Body $4,102.03 and Elementary Student Body $ 336.03 
 
Due to the audit report (page 6 of 6) under Best Practices number 5, Bank Accounts, as per the 
school boards request to see how many bank accounts McKenzie currently has open, you have a 
copy of a summary page of all district bank accounts, with a print out from Umpqua, LGIP and Key 
Bank showing the December 31, 2019 balances for McKenzie School District.  Each account was 
then reviewed by the school board.  
 
Another request of the school board was to ask the auditor regarding the (page 5 of 6) Best Practice 
number 2, Fidelity Insurance Coverage. She e-mailed the auditors with this question and received a 
phone call this week, the understanding is that we may not be able to have enough coverage for this 
risk.  The auditor said they could move this to an exit comment instead of a best practice.  The 
auditors would like the board to be aware of the fact the McKenzie does not have enough coverage 
and they recommend the board examine this exposure risk and make a determination as to the 
amount of insurance coverage they feel is prudent in regard to their oversight.    
 
After reviewing the coverage and cost the board feels the risk of fraud is extremely low and don’t feel 
a need to increase insurance coverage at this time. 
The board thanked Wendy for her dedication--“We are very lucky to have you “. 
 
McKenzie River Community School 
None    
 
Facility Report  
The Facilities Committee met on Thursday January 9th. We reviewed tentative plans to conduct 
public outreach meetings starting in February. We reviewed potential topics and what might fit our 
community best. We will be meeting again Thursday February 6th to further refine our plans and 
continue to discuss next steps.  
 
Budget Committee 
Lane reviewed the open budget committee terms  
                                               
      School Board Members     Budget Committee Members 
 Position # 2  Kent Roberts     20/23 
    # 6             Tim Halloran     20/23 
 
The board will try to have recommendations for their budget committee member at the February 
board meeting. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Division 22 Standards 
Each year by February 1st, school district Superintendents are required to report to their 
communities the district’s standing with respect to all of the Standards for Public Schools for the 
previous school year. I emailed you all the copy of McKenzie’s report to communities. I am required 
to share this with you as well as post to our website by February 1st. You will notice I reported us out 
of compliance in four areas. These were areas that were reported to you last year as well. As a part 
of the compliance plan we spent time last year getting us in compliance, so technically we were still 
out of compliance last year. Next January, these should be cleared up! 
 
Kent Roberts moved to approve the Division 22 Standards for Public Elementary and Secondary 
Schools 2018-2019 Assurances: “Report to the Community”, seconded by Alyssa Brownlee and 
unanimously approved. 
 



SCHOOL BOARD COMMENTS 
George Beverly will be attending the National School Board Association Annual Convention/Equity 
Symposium in Washington D.C. and will give a report at our February school board meeting. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA 
 
 February 19, 2020 Regular School Board Meeting 5:30 P.M. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
6:22 P.M. George Beverly moved to adjourn, seconded by Kent Roberts and unanimously 
approved. 


