
Columbia High School – Columbia Gorge Community College  

Running Start Steps 
STEP 1  

A:  Interested Columbia High School students and parents should gather information and research the 

Running Start program. Running Start information can be found in the following areas: CHS Counseling 

Center, CGCC website, and the OSPI website.  Links to the sites are located on the CHS website on Mrs. 

Hallead’s homepage. 

B:  Students should take the Accuplacer at CGCC (which replaced the Compass test). Accuplacer is a non-

timed, computerized assessment that helps the college evaluate your current skills and place you into 

appropriate courses. Accuplacer is not a "test." You cannot fail Accuplacer, and there is no "passing 

score." Rather, Accuplacer scores indicate areas in which you are strong and areas in which you may 

need help. CGCC offers classes at all levels, so no matter where the assessment recommends you begin, 

CGCC has a class appropriate for you.  

C:        Submit Accuplacer scores to the high school counselor upon completion to show readiness for college-

level courses.  

Get Started 

1. Apply to Columbia Gorge Community College (CGCC), take the Placement Assessment (study guides). 

2. Review the CHS & CGCC Running Start Equivalencies  to determine which courses will meet your high school 

graduation requirements. In particular, you must: 

a. Complete an RSEVF (Running Start Enrollment Verification Form) with the high school counselor to 

confirm the number of credits eligible through the RS program. Return the form to RS college advisor at 

the start of each term for verification and billing purposes. 

b. Complete a Release of Information formPDF listing parent(s) under “Release Information to”. This allows 

college advisors to disclose the selected information to their parents (optional). 

3. Meet with a CGCC Academic Advisor to discuss college goals and create an educational plan. 

4. Attend Group Advising session to register for classes. Under payment options, select “Bill Later”. A tuition bill 

for eligible credits will be sent to your high school. A separate bill for ineligible credits, fees and books will be 

sent to you. 

5. Attend New Student Orientation. 

6. Purchase books. 

Contact Information for CGCC 

The Dalles Campus       Indian Creek Campus 

400 East Scenic Drive (college mailing address)      1730 College Way 

The Dalles, OR 97058-3434          Hood River, OR 97031-7502 

(541) 506-6000          (541) 308-8211 

(541) 298-3104 – Fax         (541) 308-8202 – Fax 

 

https://www.cgcc.edu/admissions
https://www.cgcc.edu/advising/placement-assessment
https://www.cgcc.edu/advising/placement-assessment
https://www.cgcc.edu/files/Release%20of%20Information.pdf
https://www.cgcc.edu/advising/contact?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20meet%20with%20an%20advisor#email
https://www.cgcc.edu/admissions/new-student-checklist
https://www.cgcc.edu/nso
https://www.cgcc.edu/bookstore

