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June 16, 2020 
 
Dear ECS Families; 
 
Good morning. As we officially close out the 2019/20 school year and begin looking towards 2020/21 I wanted to take a 
moment to reach out and share a few thoughts. 
 
First I would like to personally thank all of the students, parents, and ECS staff members for making the most of a bad 
situation over the course of the past three months. I don’t think that anyone could have predicted on the evening of March 
12 as we were gathered for parent teacher conferences that the following day would be the last time that we would be “in-
person” for the remainder of the 2019/20 school year. Over the ensuing week and months we all learned quote a bit about 
“remote learning.” 
 
As we begin to look toward the upcoming 2020/21 school year I wanted to share a few important considerations. First and 
foremost, I want to state that it is the goal of ECS to provide in-person instruction in as close to normal fashion as possible 
this coming fall. In order to do so, ECS has assembled a team of elementary and secondary teachers who will be meeting 
regularly this summer to develop plans for how to safely “get back to school.” As a team we will be considering each of 
the following aspects. 
 

1. ECS places a premium value on “in-person” education. It will be our primary goal to provide as close to a normal 
school experience as is safely possible. 

2. ECS values the health and safety of our students, staff, and families. We will be working closely with local health 
officials to develop plans and protocols to keep all who enter the doors of ECS as safe as possible. 

3. ECS will take lessons learned during the past three months and use them to plan for potential interruptions. While 
as stated above it is our primary goal to provide in-person instruction, we will also be planning for other 
scenarios. If this experience has taught us anything, it’s that we need to plan and prepare for the unexpected. 

4. ECS will consider the concerns and needs of our students and families. In the coming week please be on the 
lookout for a family survey designed to gauge the concerns and thoughts of students and parents as we begin 
looking towards the 2020/21 school year. 

 
We anticipate receiving guidance from the State of Michigan on protocols and rules for reopening in mid-July. While we 
will certainly be planning for many potential scenarios prior to that, we are hesitant to announce any specific plans 
without first knowing what the parameters will be. Currently ECS is planning on working closely with parents and staff 
throughout the coming weeks with the goal of having a formal plan announced by the first week of August. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank you again for your patience and support of our students and staff over the course of the 
past several months and ask for continued patience in the coming weeks as we learn more about the framework of 
education moving forward. Please be on the lookout for a survey later this week and do not hesitate to reach out with any 
questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Aaron Gaffney, Superintendent 


