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Dear Parents and Community Members: 

          We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key information 

on the 2010-11 educational progress for North Middle School.  The AER addresses the complex reporting 

information required by federal and state laws.  The school’s report contains information about student 

assessment, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, 

please contact the principal for assistance. 

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site: 

www.vanburenschools.net or you may review a copy in the principal’s office at your child’s school. 

For 2010-2011, North Middle School made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in mathematics, but unfortunately 

did not make adequately yearly progress in reading for our subgroup of students with disabilities.  While we 

are pleased to have improved in mathematics with all students, we are continuously working to improve in 

those areas where we did not meet adequately yearly progress.  We appreciate the continued support of 

parents, staff and our community in the effort.  Overall, 92.6 percent of our students were proficient in 

mathematics and 75.3 percent were proficient in reading according to the Michigan School Report Card.  We 

are implementing a number of strategies this summer and in the coming school year to help improve student 

achievement.  Our Extended Year Program is working closely with those students who were not proficient in 

reading as well as math.  Teachers are involved in additional training on literacy during the summer, and they 

will apply those skills in the upcoming school year.  Parents are encouraged to come to the school to see what 

we are doing and to become involved in the school improvement committees. 

State law requires that we also report the following additional information: 

• Students are assigned to schools geographically, however, parents are permitted to request placement 

at other schools within the district. 

• The 3-5 year School Improvement Plan has been completed and submitted to the State of Michigan for 

approval. 

1.  All students will demonstrate proficiency in reading. 

2.  All students will demonstrate proficiency in writing. 

3.  All students will demonstrate proficiency in math. 

 

• The core curriculum is aligned to the state model.  Teachers have a copy of the curriculum and their 

instruction delivery in the classroom is aligned. 

 



 

• The percent of students represented by parents at Parent-Teacher Conferences is shown below: 

Year 
Fall 

% Attended 

Spring 

% Attended 

2009-2010 50.9% 39% 

2010-2011 55% 38% 

 

• Points of Pride: 
1.  North Middle School has increased the opportunities for technology use and learning in the classroom.  

Students have been able to create projects and increase their achievement through using i-pods, digital 

cameras, and smart phones.  Additional technology purchases of document cameras, projectors, and tablets 

have allowed teachers to present lessons using a variety of approaches and differentiating instruction.  

Teachers also wrote grants and were awarded items including classroom response systems, document 

cameras and nooks. 

2. Academic success is valued by our students at North Middle School.  Each marking period students are 

recognized for improving their grade point average, making the honor roll, and achieving all “A”s.  During the 

first marking period 42% of our students made the honor roll and another 8% made the all “A” honor roll.  

During the second marking period, 7% of our students raised the grades from first marking period to second 

marking period with 28% on the honor roll and 8% receiving all “A”s.  For the third marking period, 20% of our 

students raised their grades .4 or more from 2
nd

 to 3
rd

 quarter with 31% on the honor roll and 8% again on the 

all “A” honor roll. 

3. Analysis of data expanded this year due to further development of common assessments and the opportunity 

to thoroughly examine and discuss data from formative and summative common assessments.  Valuable 

discussions occurred and opportunities for adjustment in instruction took place.  Individual quarterly meetings 

with faculty were held to further explore student achievement and analyze progress. 

4. Our Viking Connections Program promoted connections and mentoring students in a smaller setting.  This 

advisory program addressed bullying, student achievement, and service learning as well as many other topics 

on a daily basis.  Our 6
th

 and 7
th

 graders participated through advisory and core classroom instruction on cross 

curricular service learning projects involving the concept of “pay it forward” and raising over $3,000 to build a 

well in Africa. 

5. North Middle School provides a wealth of opportunities for students to become involved in extra-curricular 

activities.  An extensive sports program encourages 7
th

 and 8
th

 graders to participate in competitive sports 

throughout the year and has involved over 250 students.  The intramural program for 6
th

 graders involves class 

to 100 students.  In addition, North Middle School started a Tech Club this year and a Green team which was 

able to write a grant to recognize North as a “green school”.  Our school play, student council and National 

Junior Honor society afford students other opportunities to make connections to the school. 

 

We continue to seek out more effective practices to monitor student learning and provide support before students fail.  

We welcome the opportunity to work with parents and the community to ensure success for all of the students in North 

Middle School. 

We look forward to working with you and your student in the coming school year! 

Sincerely, 

Dianne Tilson, Principal 


