
COOPERSTOWN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
39 Linden Avenue 

Cooperstown, New York 13326-1496 
(607) 547-8181 

 

 

 
 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
We are writing to share information with you regarding personal safety lessons that will occur in grades 7-12 this 
school year.  As you may be aware, the New York State law, known as Erin's Law requires, public schools to teach 
child sexual abuse and exploitation prevention classes to students in kindergarten through eighth grade.  Erin’s Law 
is intended to help with the identification of sexual abuse, and to provide awareness, assistance, referral, or resource 
information for children and families who are victims of child sexual abuse.   
 
As was done last year, the Cooperstown Central School District is partnering with the Otsego County Child 
Advocacy Center this year to educate and protect children and teens from all types of bullying, abuse, and 
victimization.  Lessons will be offered in some capacity at all grade levels, K-12.  In grades 7-12, specifically, Sarah 
Purdy, Coordinator of the Otsego County Child Advocacy Center, will provide the lessons with the support of our 
School Social Worker, Mary Clare Roberts, using the Monique Burr Foundation Teen Safety Matters™ program.  
The goal of the program is to help keep children and adolescents safe.  It educates and empowers teens with 
information and strategies to prevent, recognize, and respond appropriately to physical/emotional and digital 
dangers.  The program is based on the latest research and has been reviewed and endorsed by national experts.  
Students in grades 7-8 will receive two lessons in English class this month.  Students in grades 9-12 will receive one 
lesson in PE class in January.  If you also have children in the Elementary School, you may have already learned 
about this program for the Elementary level, or you will in the coming months.  
 
Research shows, and our district agrees, that everyone benefits when children are safe. Children who are safe have 
higher grades in school, have better attendance, and enjoy healthier, happier, and more productive lives.  If you have 
questions, please reach out to Mary Clare Roberts, Social Worker, and Taylor Biro, School Counselor, are available 
to answer questions at (607) 547-5300.  We look forward to partnering with families in sharing this information with 
students and keeping them safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
Owen Kelso, Secondary Principal 
 
 
 
 
  

Owen K. Kelso 
Junior/Senior High Principal 

 

Amy Malcuria 
District Assistant Principal 

 
 
 
 
 


