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Community High School District 117 Families and Staff, 
  
I hope everyone is adjusting to the stay-at-home order and to the remote learning experiences created by our 
teaching staff.  In an effort to provide the very best experience for our students, we have solicited feedback on 
how remote learning is proceeding.  I would like to thank our teachers, staff, and students for their continued 
responsiveness and willingness to modify remote learning plans to best serve the needs of our students. We are 
proud of the amazing ways that teaching and learning are occurring during this ever-evolving situation. 
  
We are very fortunate as a school district to have Chromebooks as a learning tool for all of our students and 
staff.  Similarly, we have extremely talented instructional coaches supporting the creative lesson development 
by our teachers.  Many of the engaging student experiences would not happen without these professionals. I 
want to thank them for their dedication and flexibility. The District Technology staff can assist students that 
may be experiencing technical difficulties by emailing them at elearning@chsd117.org. 
  
As you know, Governor Pritzker extended the mandatory school closure and the use of remote learning days for 
Illinois schools until April 30. While we will be prepared to have our faculty, staff, and students return to school 
May 1, we continue to plan for the strong possibility that we will complete the year through remote teaching 
and learning. 
  
Even if we do return to school in the month of May, there will likely continue to be social/physical distancing 
requirements.  As such, unfortunately, many of our activities, recognitions, award ceremonies, and celebrations 
will need to be adjusted or canceled.  We are in the process of planning events remotely or rescheduling to a 
later date.  I can imagine the graduating Class of 2020 and their families, are very disappointed with the 
unimaginable events that have occurred this second semester.  While I share your frustration and sadness, I 
want to thank those of you that have sent me your thoughts and support of the job our amazing schools are 
doing to maintain some semblance of academic order and emotional support.  It is clear to me that our 
community understands and is taking seriously the greater public health priority, concerns, and the necessity to 
abide by all restrictions on the size of public gatherings and the importance of social/physical distancing.  
  
Consistent with the State recommendations regarding grading, students will not be negatively impacted during 
this school closure period.  Given the new mode of remote learning, final exams will be adjusted to reflect 
current learning.  More specific information will follow from teachers regarding the final exams.  It is important 
to understand there may be discrepancies as teachers add individual grades to their grade books, grades may 
fluctuate now, sometimes negatively, but will end at or above their Progress 7 grade.  Students looking to 
improve their Progress 7 letter grade are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the learning opportunities 
being offered via Remote Learning.  Additionally, individual assignment grades are expressed as a percentage 
in teacher’s grade books that are ultimately converted to a letter grade on an official transcript.  
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We understand Prom is also a significant event in the lives of our students.  Given the current stay-at-home 
order and social/physical distancing requirements, an alternate date and venue are currently being planned. 
Similarly, high profile events such as honors nights and award ceremonies are currently being reviewed by our 
administration and staff. We greatly appreciate your understanding and flexibility regarding these events.  That 
said, it is likely that these events will be rescheduled, reimagined, or canceled.  
 
I know many families are wondering about graduation and the District’s plan to celebrate our graduating 
seniors.  The District plans to proceed with some form of a graduation ceremony on the originally scheduled 
date of Sunday, May 17, 2020.  We all would prefer to have a traditional graduation ceremony, however, that is 
highly unlikely given the State issued social/physical distancing requirements.  Given the feedback that we have 
received from our students, we are also planning an in-person graduation ceremony later in the summer, perhaps 
in the month of July. We will provide more details within the next few weeks regarding an alternate schedule 
for graduations. 
   
Those students who take advantage of summer school will likely experience a different approach to teaching 
and learning similar to the remote learning structure currently taking place.  The dates for summer school are 
likely to change to late July.  Stay tuned for more information regarding summer school offerings, schedules, 
including credit recovery options for students who receive an “incomplete” grade for the semester. 
Recent changes to nearly every aspect of our lives, combined with the ongoing unknown future, cause stress 
and presents new personal challenges.  These unprecedented times can make you feel like you don’t have a lot 
of control.  Try to stay resilient!  A definition of resilience is the ability to adjust to adversity, maintain some 
sense of control over your environment, and move forward in a positive manner. The American Psychological 
Association has outlined 10 Ways to Build Resilience that benefit anyone, particularly in these unusual times: 

1. Make connections virtually. 6. Look for opportunities for self-discovery. 
2.        Avoid seeing crises as insurmountable problems. 7. Nurture a positive view of yourself. 
3. Accept that change is a part of living. 8. Keep things in perspective. 
4. Move toward your goals. 9. Maintain a hopeful outlook. 
5. Take decisive action.           10. Take care of yourself. 
  

Thank you for your continued support and feedback as we support your students together.  We know we are 
stronger and better together.  Please continue to check our websites for updates. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Dr. Jim McKay 
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