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Students, families, and stakeholders, 
 
 
This past week has been an unusual spring break for all of us; I hope you were able to find some time to catch 
up on sleep and enjoy time with your family.  We have just completed week two of this new “normal”.  What 
unites all of us is we are sharing this unique moment of a world-wide health crisis.  A crisis we will get through! 
 
I want to start with some good news; we have an update on Federal educational requirements.  The state of 
Illinois has submitted to the federal government an application to waive requirements of statewide assessments. 
Additionally, standards have been relaxed relative to the Every Student Succeeds Act as well as AP testing. 
More specificity will follow. 
 
As an update on next week, March 30 – April 3rd,  we are anxiously awaiting the anticipated ISBE guidance on 
remote learning.  Absent any new information from the state, what we do know is that 3/17-3/30 are considered 
Act of God Days - and we know the Governor’s special closure lasts from 3/31- 4/7.  The soonest the District 
can reopen is Wednesday, April 8th, understanding that timing and scheduling is highly fluid at this juncture and 
subject to change. 
 
I want to lay out broad concepts and direction for e-learning/remote learning days and allow our talented 
teaching staff the professional latitude to take it from there. Having collected feedback from both students and 
teachers regarding the first 3 days of e-learning prior to spring break, we know that the teaching staff is 
accurately taking attendance online, teachers have been live-streaming classes by videoconferencing, recording 
classes and posting assignments online for students to complete on their own.  We are still fine tuning the 
workload balance of not enough work and what’s too much.  We need to continue to work through what’s the 
right workload and how much students can get through.  
 
As promised, the administration met today to discuss the status of clubs, activities, arts, and athletics. 
According to the Governors school closure declaration, the soonest we could resume school is April 8th. 
Knowing timing and scheduling is very fluid, practices, rehearsals and extracurricular activities may resume at 
that time, but are subject to change. 
 
These fast changing and uncertain times are a learning process for everyone from teachers to schools to families 
to students.  Unexpected challenges will emerge and we will have to adjust our practices to meet the challenges. 
Working together will make these challenging times far easier.  
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The following are the top priorities during the COVID-19 crisis: 
 

● Feed our families that are in need.  Lunches continue to be available for anyone at both schools. 
● Ensure the safety, health and welfare of the people in our community. 
● Communicate clearly 
● Provide meaningful e-learning for students. 

 
We are aware that high profile events such as AP exams, musicals, prom, graduation and summer school, 
among others, are still unresolved.  We are working hard to provide as much clarity as possible.  We will 
provide further updates when we learn of pertinent information. 
 
With this deadly Pandemic, we’re part of the system - a huge and significant part of the system - but still just a 
part of the system. Principals will continue to provide building specific updates throughout the continued 
closure.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to leadership should you have any questions or concerns.  
 
Lastly, please adhere to the social and physical distancing protocols issued by the state.  We have been notified 
that kids are congregating in large numbers in parks, and at times on school property.  In an effort to mitigate 
the spread of this disease, we must have people refrain from gathering in large numbers and in close proximity. 
The more we do now to stop the spread of this disease, the faster we will get through this crisis.  Please continue 
to check the District websites for further updates and information. 
 
Stay Healthy, 
 
Dr. Jim McKay 
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