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June 12, 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
We know the last few months have not been easy and they have been filled with a deal of uncertainty.  We 
would love nothing more than to have students back in our schools providing we can do so in a safe manner. 
On Wednesday, June 10th we learned from Governor Scott that we are planning for reopening of schools in 
the fall.  Undoubtedly, this will come with some new rules.   As such there will need to be a new path forward. 
To prepare for school in the fall and the different possibilities for learning, impacted by health guidelines, as 
well as Guidance from the Agency of Education, we are developing a Slate Valley reopening plan. This plan 
will act upon information we have gathered since March of 2020 to be prepared to meet the needs of our 
school community in the different potential phases of learning we might encounter as we head into the 
2020-2021 school year. 
 
In order to be prepared for the potential transitions we may need to make between remote and in-person 
learning, Slate Valley is planning for Flexible Learning.  Flexible Learning is education that can occur in a 
variety of settings such as:  
 

Remote Learning is completely virtual with no in-person learning at Slate Valley schools.  
 
In Person Learning is in Slate Valley’s classrooms possibly with fewer students and/or altered 
schedules. Conditions for in-person learning would be driven by restrictions from the state of Vermont 
and the CDC. 
 
Hybrid Learning is time in classrooms for students to access their education in Slate Valley’s schools 
combined with virtual learning.  

 
Administrators and educators will be working throughout the summer to develop Slate Valley’s reentry plan, 
and we will share timelines and plans as they develop. 
 
In an effort to include your voices as parents/guardians of Slate Valley students, we welcome your 
perspectives as we reflect, learn, and plan for the fall of 2020. Here is a survey we have created in order to 
collect your input. 
 
The link is also included here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FDTZNTC 
 
In regards to summer meals, the last day for meal pick up or delivery in Orwell, Benson and Castleton will be 
Friday, June 26th.  On Friday the meals distributed will be for Friday through Tuesday, June 30th.  Starting on 
Tuesday, July 7th meals will be available for pickup only at  Fair Haven Grade School between the 
hours of 10:00 AM and 11:00 AM.  Any child from any town who is 18 years of age or younger can receive 
meals.  When children are not present at the time of meal pick up, a parent or guardian can only receive meals 
for their child or children.  Adults cannot pick up meals for other children when the children are not present with 
the adult.  Bags of meals will continue to be available for pick up at 10:00AM on Tuesdays and Fridays 
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throughout the summer at Fair Haven Grade School.  The last day for meal pick up will be Tuesday, August 
11th and will include meals through Friday. 
 
Additionally, the Governor has put forth restrictions on out of state travel.  There are some counties in the 
Northeast where travel is permissible.  However, travel is still being restricted in counties in the northeast with 
more than 400 cases of COVID per million.  If your child travels out of state or the country to any of the 
restricted areas prior to the start of the school year or the start of fall sports, they may be required to 
quarantine for 14 days prior to returning to in person school activities.  Here is the link to the map that is 
updated every Monday which indicates the areas under restriction in the Northeast: 
https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/restart/cross-state-travel  
 
Please reach out should you have any questions and as always thank you for your support! 
 
Be well, 

 
Brooke Olsen-Farrell 
Superintendent 
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