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Community Members,

Women's History Month is celebrated annually in March. It started as Women's Day, which was
celebrated on Feb. 28, 1909, by a group of Manhattan socialists and suffragists in honor of the
one-year anniversary of the garment strike led by the International Ladies' Garment Workers'
Union. March 8 was designated as International Women’s Day by the United Nations in 1975.
International Women's Day is marked annually on March 8 to recognise and honor the
contribution of women to different fields across the world. The day also aims to highlight the
achievements of women and raise awareness about women's equality.

NBC news posted an article entitled What is International Women's Day and why does it still
matter?  It is important to all of us to understand the success and struggles from around the world
and the contributions of so many in making a difference.  Over my career, I have had the
pleasure to work with many outstanding leaders, some of whom have been women that broke
down the barriers of what were once traditional male dominated roles in education.   I admire
their work in education and am grateful for what they have taught me as a Superintendent.

I would be remiss if I did not make mention of two women in my life who I admire more than
words can begin to share.    The first is my wife Carol who has made personal and professional
sacrifices to raise our two sons.   Over the 30 plus years of our marriage, Carol has made our
children a priority and as a result, they have grown to be well rounded young men who are now
making a difference in the lives of others.   The second is my mother, who like Carol made
sacrifices to raise myself and my three siblings.    I cannot begin to express my gratitude for the
core values and principles that she imparted on each of us to build our foundation as adults.   Her
non-judgemental approach to parenting and support is a model for others to follow.

I hope that each of you can identify one or more women in your life who you either aspire to be
like, or have influenced you.   For those who have influenced you, consider picking up the phone
or drafting a letter of appreciation during this month of recognition of women.

For those of you who may be interested, please consider following me on Twitter @DrStopinski,
where I will be sharing the good news of Depew.

Sincerely,

Dr. Hank Stopinski
Superintendent of Schools
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