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Community Members, 

Please be reminded that the District Offices will be closed on Monday, January 16, in 

recognition of Martin Luther King (MLK) day. Our buildings will be closed and no instruction 

will be taking place. Britannica.com summarizes the MLK recognition very well.  I encourage all 

families to take time to reflect on his life and impact on our nation.   

  

“[In the United States, Martin Luther King, Jr., Day is observed annually on the third Monday in 

January. The day commemorates the life and work of Dr. King, who was a Baptist minister and 

prominent leader in the American civil rights movement. People are encouraged to use the day to 

“reflect on the principles of racial equality and nonviolent social change espoused by Dr. King.” 

The holiday is typically observed with events such as marches and rallies and speeches by 

politicians and civil rights leaders. 

 

 

King was born on January 15, 1929. He rose to the forefront of the civil rights movement in 1955 

with the Montgomery bus boycott that followed the arrest of Rosa Parks, an African American 

woman who had violated the city’s racial segregation ordinances when she refused to give her 

seat on a bus to a white passenger. An advocate of Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of using 

nonviolent resistance to effect social change, King promoted the use of nonviolent means to 

bring an end to racial segregation in the United States. In 1964 he was awarded the Nobel Prize 

for Peace for his efforts. He was assassinated in 1968. 

 

 

Efforts to create a national holiday honoring King began soon after his assassination, although 

legislation for a federal holiday was not passed until 1983. The first nationwide observance of 

the holiday occurred in 1986.]” 

  

Do not hesitate to pull me aside at a District or Community event to share your thoughts on the 

future of the Depew Union Free School District. For those of you who may be interested, please 

consider following me on Twitter @DrStopinski where I will be sharing the good news of 

Depew.   
 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Hank Stopinski 
Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.britannica.com/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Martin-Luther-King-Jr-Day
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Martin-Luther-King-Jr
https://www.britannica.com/event/Montgomery-bus-boycott
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rosa-Parks
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mahatma-Gandhi

