
 

“Inspiring, Challenging, Achieving” 

Depew Union Free School District 
DISTRICT OFFICES 

5201 S. Transit Road 
Depew, New York 14043-4335 

www.depewschools.org 
 

Hank Stopinski, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

(716) 686-5105 
Fax (716) 686-5101 

Superintendent’s Weekly Message 
11/23/2022 

 

Community Members, 

The recent snow emergency in the region reminded me of the need to once again share some 
guidance on winter weather preparedness. I encourage all of our community members to discuss 
with their children the importance of dressing appropriately, monitoring winter weather 
conditions and to be careful when preparing to come to and from our schools.  
 
The Institute for Childhood Preparedness published a three minute read in December of 2021 
entitled, “Winter Preparation and Safety Tips for Parents and Children.” The post shares helpful 
hints specific to snow-storm preparation, preparing children for outdoors, clothing safety and 
more.  In addition to the post, several sources of additional information is made available at the 
end of the post. 
  
The New York State Department of Motor Vehicles has a variety of resources regarding school 
bus safety that I encourage you to review.  During the winter, students should dress appropriately 
for cold weather and wear heavy jackets, hats, mittens or gloves and boots.  In addition, students 
should be on time at the bus stop, at least five minutes prior to their regular bus routes scheduled 
time. However, sometimes buses will be late due to weather and road conditions. If this is the 
case, please be patient, as our drivers need to make student safety our priority. 
  
 
 
Other tips for students: 

• Students should wait for the bus several feet further back off the road in a safe place. The 
roads can be slippery. 

• Use the handrail when boarding and exiting the bus to prevent slips and falls on icy steps. 
• Keep head and limbs inside the bus windows to prevent frostbite and other injuries. 
• Before crossing in front of the bus, wait for an “all clear” from the driver. Cross 10 feet in 

front of the bus so the driver can see you as you cross. 
• Don’t play on snow piles at the bus stop — you could slide into the street. 
• Don’t try to retrieve personal items from under the bus that may have fallen — the driver 

can’t see you. 
• Don’t push or shove when getting on or off the bus. 
• Don’t chase the bus or grab the bus when it’s moving.  

 

https://www.childhoodpreparedness.org/post/winter-preparation-and-safety-tips-for-parents-and-children
https://dmv.ny.gov/more-info/school-bus-safety
https://dmv.ny.gov/more-info/school-bus-safety
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Tips for parents and guardians: 

• Parents should keep their car windows clear of frost, ice and snow. 
• Parents should use extra caution in school zones and at bus stops, especially where snow 

piles exist. 
• If a student misses the pick-up, don’t try to catch the bus at another stop. Drive the 

student all the way to school. 
• Don’t follow buses too closely with your car — they make frequent stops. 
• Always stop for red flashing signals on a bus. 

Do not hesitate to pull me aside at a District or Community event and help me to better 
understand our schools and community. For those of you who may be interested, please consider 
following me on Twitter @DrStopinski where I will be sharing the good news of Depew.   
 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Hank Stopinski 
Superintendent of Schools 


