
 

“Inspiring, Challenging, Achieving” 

Depew Union Free School District 
DISTRICT OFFICES 
5201 S. Transit Road 

Depew, New York 14043-4335 
www.depewschools.org 

 

Hank Stopinski, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

(716) 686-5105 

Fax (716) 686-5101 

Superintendent’s Weekly Message 
8/5/2022 

Community Members, 

As we begin to prepare for the return of students to our school, I would like to thank all of those who 

have reached out to welcome me to the “Depew Family.” One never truly knows what to expect when 

considering a new school district or community to work until they have had a chance to spend quality 

time with the children and people of that community. I can share with 100% certainty that the Depew 

community has met and exceeded all that I could have asked for.  

The most common question that I have received this summer is “what do you plan to accomplish as our 

new Superintendent of Schools?” As I shared in my July 1 Community Message, as Superintendent for 

the Depew Union Free School District, my immediate goal will be to establish relationships, build trust, 

understanding, and get to know the administration, teachers, support staff, coaches, students, parents, 

and stakeholder groups within the community. Through my conversations, I will begin to understand the 

strengths, challenges, opportunities, and needs of the District. My plan will encompass three phases and 

I will present my findings around October 1. Not until I have had a chance to complete my entry plan will 

I be able to articulate my long-range recommendations to the Board of Education and school 

community. 

The pandemic has reinforced the importance of our schools, not only for the students that we transport, 

feed, nurture, and teach, but also for our importance in the community we serve and to the staff with 

whom we work. The past several years have had an impact on each and every one of us. While 

attending a conference this summer on culture, climate, and inclusivity, I posed the question to our 

District administrators, “What should we consider as a focus for the school year?” We discussed the 

importance of continuing to focus on exploring, nurturing, and enhancing our strengths as a school 

community, while celebrating our differences.  

I am working to learn more about the Depew Community and encourage community members to reach 

out to me if you would like to share any information or get to know me. Do not hesitate to pull me aside 

at a District or Community event and help me to better understand our schools and community. For 

those of you who may be interested, please consider following me on Twitter @DrStopinski where I will 

be sharing the good news of Depew. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Hank Stopinski 

Superintendent of Schools 


