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The St. Louis Language Immersion School closely monitors the spread of 

high-risk infectious diseases in the St. Louis community and region, and has developed 
this plan for implementation before, during, and after confirmed cases are reported 
within the St. Louis Language Immersion School staff, students, or proximal community 
members. Guidance was taken from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
the World Health Organization, and the St. Louis Health Department. For the purposes 
of this plan, high-risk infectious diseases are defined as diseases which are 
transmitted among a population rapidly, have a higher-than-average mortality rate, or 
have been identified by the World Health Organization or the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention as a public health emergency. 
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School procedures for preventing the spread of infectious diseases 
 

 
Procedures and Guidance for Families/ Students 

 
The following guidelines and procedures can be located in the SLLIS Family 

Handbook (updated June 6, 2019) on pages 17 through 19: 
 

“If your student has contracted a communicable disease such as chickenpox, 
strep throat, measles, mumps or fifth disease, please notify a SLLIS administrator. 
Letters may be sent home to the parents/guardians of their classmates to notify and 
inform them of the signs/symptoms of the communicable disease, in accordance with 
state and federal privacy laws. If your child needs to be excused from recess or physical 
education for more than one (1) day, written permission from your physician is required. 
When a child returns after a significant illness or injury (fracture or sprain), the doctor 
should provide a note indicating when a child may resume normal physical activities, if 
applicable and that the child is medically cleared to attend school. 
 

You MUST keep your child home and call your physician when one or more of 
the following symptoms persist: 

 
• Fever of 100.0 or over, taken in the morning before school – child must be fever free 
for 24 hours (without the use of medication) before returning to school. 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Skin rash or sores 
• Inflamed, swollen or reddened eyes 
• Excessive coughing or sneezing 
• Diarrhea 
• Sore throat 
• Headache/earache 
 

Your child must be free from the above illnesses for 24 hours before returning to 
school, or you may provide a doctor’s note indicating that the child is medically cleared 
to attend school. 

 
All students MUST have a medical emergency form on file with telephone 

numbers where a parent/guardian and family doctor can be reached. The card must 
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also include a telephone number of a relative or designated individual who will be 
available in the event of an emergency. A student can only be released to people listed 
on the emergency card.” 

 
Families of SLLIS students who are suspected or confirmed to have an infectious 

disease are strongly urged to inform appropriate school personnel (their child’s teacher, 
receptionist, or administration) of the potential infectious disease so the school may 
make appropriate decisions to prevent the spread of disease. 

 
Procedures and Guidance for Faculty 
 

SLLIS faculty will be informed of best health and safety practices in a school or 
childcare setting and will be given guidance from the administrative team in the event of 
infectious disease developments. SLLIS classes have scheduled restroom breaks which 
allow opportunities for student hand-washing and supplies are provided by SLLIS for the 
purposes of disinfecting hands and surfaces (hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, etc.). If 
faculty suspect infectious disease in either themselves or SLLIS students, they should 
report the symptoms or reasons for suspicion to the nurse on-duty to evaluate the 
individual and inform administrators of possible risk to the population. 

 
If and when deemed appropriate by administration, SLLIS will provide the 

community with appropriate information about possible infectious disease, preventative 
measures, and possible risk factors.  
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School procedures for confirmed reports of high-risk infectious diseases in the 

general St. Louis geographical region 
 

In the event of confirmed reports of high-risk infectious diseases in the general 
St. Louis geographical region (including the Illinois counties of Bond, Calhoun, Clinton, 
Jersey, Macoupin, Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair and the Missouri counties of 
Franklin, Jefferson, Lincoln, St. Charles, St. Louis County, and Warren), SLLIS 
administration will take necessary steps to gather information about the immediate and 
long-term risks and updated guidance from the St. Louis City or the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention to make an informed decision about next steps. These steps 
may include but are not limited to gathering current facts from the Centers for Disease 
Control website, contacting the St. Louis City Department of Health to receive specific 
guidance, or contacting other area health officials. 

 
SLLIS will utilize up-to-date information from credible sources to respond to 

high-risk infectious diseases in an appropriate way. This may include: 
 

● Training or reminding staff of best health and safety practices for child care and 
school facilities. 

● Communicating with shareholders and the community regularly with information 
about SLLIS’s response plan to infectious disease situations. 

● Communicating regularly with the St. Louis City Department of Health for 
updated regional guidance for operating procedures. 

● Follow community guidance from appropriate city officials regarding the decision 
to continue general operating procedures, enact modified operating procedures, 
send students home, or close the school. 

● Enact facility cleaning procedures in the event of school closure. 
● Enact a remote learning plan to provide instruction with fidelity in the event of 

long-term school closure. 
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School procedures for confirmed high-risk infectious disease in proximal 

community members 
 

In the event of confirmed reports of high-risk infectious disease in proximal 
community members (here defined as persons with whom SLLIS student(s) share a 
household, first-degree contact between someone in the building and a confirmed case, 
etc.), SLLIS urges the community to inform the appropriate faculty of the disease. SLLIS 
administrators will confirm the diagnosis by following-up with the community member 
and make appropriate decisions with the guidance of St. Louis City Department of 
Health to prevent the spread of disease within the school. 
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School procedures for suspected high-risk infectious disease or high-risk 

infectious disease symptoms in SLLIS students. 
 

Procedure for suspected or confirmed case on school premises 
 

In the event of a faculty member or student noticing symptoms of a high-risk 
infectious disease in a student, the student should be taken to the nurse or healthcare 
personnel on-duty as soon as possible for evaluation. The nurse should inform the 
administration of symptoms which align with a high-risk infectious disease, and a team 
of administrators and the nurse on-duty should make decisions together based on this 
information. 
 

If symptoms align with a high-risk infectious disease, the student should be 
quarantined in a previously designated room separate from the nurse’s office so there is 
no contact with any personnel or students other than the nurse. The nurse should follow 
appropriate safety measures when interacting with the student or entering the 
quarantine room, such as wearing personal protective gear and utilizing disinfecting 
supplies. 

 
SLLIS administrators should immediately contact the student’s parent or 

guardian emergency contact to pick the child up from school. If appropriate, SLLIS 
should provide the emergency contact who picks up the child with printed information 
and guidance related to the disease and suggested next-steps for the family. The 
individual with the suspected high-risk infectious disease should exit the school through 
the back door after the cafeteria and playground have been cleared of other students 
and faculty. The nurse or an otherwise healthy individual should open all doors for the 
individual with the suspected high-risk infectious disease and ensure the individual does 
not touch any surfaces outside of the quarantine room. 

 
After the student with the suspected high-risk infectious disease is off school 

premises, all students and faculty should leave their classroom and move to another 
location in the building until the classroom can be fully cleaned and disinfected. If 
possible, every individual who was in the classroom with the student with the suspected 
high-risk infectious disease should thoroughly wash their hands and avoid physical 
contact or close proximity with other people. 

 
A letter should be sent home by the school to all families of students in the same 

class as the student with the suspected high-risk infectious disease the same or 
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following day. The letter should inform parents of the suspected high-risk infectious 
disease but should not disclose any personal or identifiable information about the 
individual. If appropriate, the school should follow-up with the family to encourage them 
to report the possible high-risk infection to their primary physician and their local health 
agency. 

 
Procedure for suspected or confirmed case off school premises 
 

In the event of a student or the parent or guardian of a student reporting a 
suspected or confirmed case of a high-risk infectious disease to SLLIS while the student 
is absent from school, the staff member who received the information should forward it 
to the Executive Director, Principal, or Assistant Principal. Depending on when the 
student was last in school and when symptoms were displayed, the administration will 
make decisions about appropriate facility disinfecting, communication about the 
infectious disease to parents and faculty, and other operative adjustments that must be 
made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
 
 



 
School procedures for suspected high-risk infectious disease or high-risk 

infectious disease symptoms in SLLIS personnel 
 

Procedure for suspected or confirmed case on school premises 
 

In the event of a faculty member noticing symptoms of a high-risk infectious 
disease in themselves or a colleague, the faculty member should visit the nurse or 
healthcare personnel on-duty as soon as possible for evaluation. The nurse should 
inform the administration of symptoms which align with a high-risk infectious disease, 
and a team of administrators and the nurse on-duty should make decisions together 
based on this information. 
 

If symptoms align with a high-risk infectious disease, the faculty member should 
be quarantined in a previously designated room separate from the nurse’s office so 
there is no contact with any personnel other than the nurse and designated 
administrator. The staff member should be sent home as soon as possible and should 
exit through the back door after the playground and cafeteria have been cleared. The 
nurse should use appropriate personal protective equipment when interacting with the 
faculty member or entering the quarantine room. 

 
If appropriate, SLLIS should provide the faculty member with printed information 

and guidance related to the disease and suggested next-steps. The individual with the 
suspected high-risk infectious disease should exit the school through the back door 
after the cafeteria and playground have been cleared of other students and faculty. The 
nurse or an otherwise healthy individual should open all doors for the individual with the 
suspected high-risk infectious disease and ensure the individual does not touch any 
surfaces outside of the quarantine room. 

 
After the faculty member with the suspected high-risk infectious disease is off 

school premises, all students and faculty should leave their classroom and move to 
another location in the building until the classroom can be fully cleaned and disinfected. 
If possible, every individual who was in the classroom with the individual with the 
suspected high-risk infectious disease should thoroughly wash their hands and avoid 
physical contact or close proximity with other people. 

 
A letter should be sent home by the school to all families of students who worked 

directly with the faculty member with the suspected high-risk infectious disease the 
same or following day. The letter should inform parents of the suspected high-risk 
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infectious disease but should not disclose any personal or identifiable information about 
the individual. If appropriate, the school should follow-up with the faculty member to 
encourage them to report the possible high-risk infection to their primary physician and 
their local health agency. 

 
Procedure for suspected or confirmed case off school premises 
 

In the event of a faculty member reporting a suspected or confirmed case of a 
high-risk infectious disease to SLLIS while the faculty member is absent from school, 
the staff member who received the information should forward it to the Executive 
Director, Principal, or Assistant Principal. Depending on when the faculty member was 
last in school and when symptoms were displayed, the administration will make 
decisions about appropriate facility disinfecting, communication about the infectious 
disease to parents and faculty, and other operative adjustments that must be made. 
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School procedures for school closure due to high-risk infectious disease 
 

SLLIS will make all school closure decisions due to high-risk infectious disease 
under the guidance of the City of St. Louis Health Department, the Missouri Department 
of Health and Senior Services, or another appropriate governing agency. In the case of 
long-term school closure due to high-risk infectious disease, the school will provide 
opportunities for remote learning to students with fidelity. Remote-learning procedures 
will be adapted and modified on a case-by-case basis. 
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