
Question About 2010-11 School Year? 
If you have a question this summer about the new 
school year, please visit the school website, 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us, where we will provide 
resources for parents. 

There also is contact information to send us an 
e-mail with specific questions about the school year. 

Supply Lists Available Online 
Suggested supply lists for the 2010-11 school year 
are available on the school website, 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us.  

Community Celebrates Class of 2010 Commencement  
The Brunswick (Brittonkill) Central School District community celebrated the 
achievements of its newest class of alumni on June 25 as the district held 
its 51st Annual High School Commencement Ceremony. 

As proud parents and family members snapped photos and recorded video 
to memorialize the ceremony, 111 seniors from the Class of 2010 were 
honored during the event held in the District Auditorium. 

Superintendent Lou McIntosh congratulated students for their hard work 
and parents and family for the support they’ve provided. 

“You have been part of our Tamarac 
family for the past 13 years and we 
know that you are ready to make your 
mark on the world,” Superintendent 
McIntosh said. “We are very proud of 
each of you and your achievements. We 
wish you the very best as you begin the 
next phase of your life.” 

The Class of 2010 is going on to such 
colleges as Cornell University, Clarkson 
University, Siena College, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and Rochester 
Institute of Technology. 

To see a list of graduates, more colleges 
students will attend and awards received 
at Senior Award Night, visit the school 
website, www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 

Paul Daley Named BOE President; 
Christine Fox Vice President 

Paul Daley was reelected President of the Brunswick 
(Brittonkill) CSD Board of Education at the Board's 
July 8 Organizational Meeting. Christine Fox was 
elected Vice President. 

The Board also welcomed new members Kyle 
Christiansen, Craig Gilbert and Nancy Rheeman, 
who were elected by the community on May 18. 
Board member Karen Zagursky was also sworn in 
for another term after being reelected on May 18. 

Tamarac Middle School Honors Eighth Graders 
Hundreds of parents, family members and friends packed the 
district auditorium on June 23 as Tamarac Middle School held 
its 38th Annual Grade 8 Moving Up Ceremony. 
After a recital of the “Pledge of Allegiance” and a rendition 
of the “National Anthem” by student Devon Rooney, 
Superintendent Lou McIntosh thanked everyone for attending. 
Mr. McIntosh noted how “absolutely phenomenal” students 
behaved on the eighth grade cruise the evening before and how 

proud he was 
of them. Mr. 
McIntosh 
praised them 
for working so 
hard on their 
educations in 
Elementary 
and Middle 
School. 
“The next hur-
dle will be 
even bigger 
but we know 
you’re ready  

 

for it and we look forward to you returning next year,” Mr. 
McIntosh said. “You’re a great group.” 
The ceremony ended with a special recognition of teachers 
Mary Leathem and Edward Peck, who retired at the end of the 
school year. 
Eighth grader Maria Clemente praised Mrs. Leathem as a 
special teacher who made a huge impact on her and other 
students. 
“I wish Mrs. Leathem was our English teacher for the rest of our 
grades because I know we would be more than prepared for 
college,” Maria said. 
Eighth grader Matthew Murray noted that Mr. Peck’s “kind, char-
ismatic way” endeared him to students and he was always there 
for them. 
Matthew then recalled how Mr. Peck would end the student 
announcements each day with the phrase, “Go out and make it 
a great day.” The stage curtain was then drawn back to show a 
large banner donated by the student class with the phrase which 
will be placed in the Middle School cafeteria. 
“It was nice to know someone cared,” Matthew said. 
“Remember Mr. Peck, go out and make it a great day.” 

To read more and see more photos, visit the school website 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us.  



Last Day of School at Tamarac 
Elementary and Middle School 

There was plenty of excitement in the air, and a few 
tears on students' cheeks, as Tamarac Middle School 
and Elementary School let out students for the final day 
of the school year on Wednesday, June 23. 

As students left the Middle School and Elementary 
School buildings for 
the last time for the 
2009-10 school year, 
they stopped to hug 
teachers and teach-
ing assistants before 
heading to the buses 
lined up outside. 

Students chatted 
with friends one last 
time and thanked 
teachers along the 
way. For some stu-
dents, their emotions 
got the best of them as they sobbed while teachers and 
teaching assistants consoled them with comforting 
words about seeing them again next school year. 

To see more photos, visit  www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 

School Website Earns National Award 
The Brunswick (Brittonkill) Central School District’s 
website was recently honored with an award from the 
National School Public Relations Association in a 
competition that featured hundreds of entries from 
across the country. 

The school district’s website received an Honorable 
Mention award in the association’s annual Publica-
tions and Electronic Media Contest. The nationwide 
competition drew more than 800 entries and recog-
nized schools for outstanding newsletters, websites 
and other communication tools. 

In September 2009, Brunswick (Brittonkill) CSD 
launched a redesigned school website that made it 
easier for the community to find information about its 
schools, including individual webpages for the 
Elementary, Grade 6-8, Grades 9-12 and the district. 

The website provides timely information about 
upcoming events, student success stories and 
challenges facing the school district. 

In October 2009, Brunswick (Brittonkill) CSD was 
honored by the New York School Public Relations 
Association with a second place award in the Newslet-
ter category. The district’s newsletter was redesigned 
for the 2008-09 school year. 

Students Learn About Community by Building One 
When Diane Seaver’s third grade class thought about what their Lego 
City community would need this past year, a school was a top priority. 

But when it came time for an election on the school budget, students 
voted down the plans when they learned the cost. 

“We learned about school 
budget votes,” explained 
student Riley Willsey. “The 
first school budget was 
defeated. So we made the 
school smaller and then it 
passed.” 

Each year, students in Ms. 
Seaver’s class create a 
Lego City as a way to 
engage students to learn 
about finance, govern-
ment, and the needs of a 
community. 

Before building their city with Legos, clay and other materials, students 
researched actual cities to see what to include. They settled on two cities 
- Richland and Seattle - with a volcano separating the two. Students 
chose a volcano after learning about Mount St. Helens in Washington. 

Throughout the school year, students earned pretend money that they 
could use to purchase land in Lego City to build homes and then pay 
taxes. Students earned money by handing homework in on time or being 
kind to others. They had money taken away for late homework or if they 
were unkind to classmates. 

“They used math to determine land values and filled out purchase 
orders,” Ms. Seaver explained. “They had to do it all on paper. No 
calculators.” 

With land values at a premium, students had to decide what their 
communities needed versus what they wanted. 

“We learned you can’t always get something you really want,” said 
Melissa Young. 

Students chose things such as hospitals, banks, schools, grocery stores, 
farms and fire stations that were all important to a community. 

“We read a book about gardens so we created a city garden,” explained 
Athenea Metcalf. 

“We made a rock wall from clay and popsicle sticks and some rocks,” 
added Cassidy Galipeau. “We also have a pool with a slide, a bench, 
picnic tables and bumper cars.” 

Students even studied laws of the United States and other countries to 
see what to include. They decided on a democratic republic form of 
government and created laws such as being kind to others and not 
showing off in class. 

“My favorite part was building the middle section because we had to all 
work together,” said Luke Wagner. 

To see more photos, visit www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 


