
Mark Your Calendars 
 

Oct. 8 -  Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 12 - Columbus Day - District Closed 

Oct. 15 - High School Picture Day 

Oct. 16 - Elementary School Picture Day 

Oct. 19 - Middle School Picture Day 

Oct. 19 - PTSA Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 19 - Booster Club Meeting, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 21-22 - PTSA Elem. Book Fair Preview 

Oct. 22 - Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m. 

(New teacher and staff welcome at 6:30 p.m.) 

Oct. 23-30 - PTSA Elementary Book Fair 

Oct. 23 - Half Day for Students 

Oct. 30 - PTSA Halloween Party 

Tamarac Students Create Unique Artwork 

Tamarac High School students 
recently got an opportunity to learn 
about artist Andy Goldsworthy and 
then try their hand at his unique 
artistic style. 

Students in Jillian Kautz’s Studio in 
Art class learned about Goldswor-
thy, an artist who uses natural and 
found objects to create site-specific 
sculpture and land art. 

“Andy Goldsworthy used rocks and 
raw materials instead of pencils or traditional art materials,” explained fresh-
man Gerry Ramundo. 

After learning about the artist, students went outside and collected rocks, 
leaves, sticks, feathers and other objects to try their hand at it. 

Gerry Ramundo worked with Alex Whittet to create three pieces, including a 
yin yang symbol and a “dinosaur egg nest.” 

“The project was to take raw materials in nature and make something crea-
tive,” Gerry explained. “We used mainly rocks and leaves to create ours.” 

“I made whatever looked right 
and whatever fit together,” ex-
plained sophomore Katherine 
Clemente. “It was windy so that 
was challenging. I wasn’t going 
to use rocks but I used them to 
hold the leaves and flowers 
down.” 

To see more photos, visit the 
school website, 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 

Parents Soon Will Be Able to Pay 

Online for Cafeteria Accounts 

Within the next couple months, parents of Tama-
rac students will be able to go online to put money 
in their children’s cafeteria accounts. 

The school district switched to a new computer 
system for its food services this year that will allow 
parents to use the internet to see how much 
money is in their children’s cafeteria accounts and 
pay online. 

“With technology being integrated more and more 
into our daily lives, we decided to look into offering 
online payments for the cafeteria,” said Gail 
Lathrop, Director of Business Operations. “This is 
something our parents have asked about and now 
we’ll have the ability to offer that.” 

The new online payment feature is currently being 
installed and staff also need to be trained. Parents 
should expect a letter in the next month or two 
announcing when the new service is available and 
directions on how to use it. 

Tamarac Schools Improve Safety With Single Point of 

Entrance to School Buildings 

In an effort to provide a more secure school environment, both Tamarac Elemen-
tary and Secondary School buildings have initiated a single point of entrance sys-
tem this year. 

As a result, students and visitors can only enter Tamarac school buildings through 
the main entrance during the regular school day. 

All other exterior doors will be locked during the school day. Visitors to school 
buildings will have to sign in and show identification before being allowed into 
the building. They must wear visitor identification badges while in the building. 

Safety experts recommend a single point of entrance system for all schools in 
order to ensure that only faculty, staff, students and approved visitors are al-
lowed within school buildings. Tamarac schools recently switched to a secure 
swipe card system for faculty and staff that now allows the district to make this 
recommended change. 

Juniors: Register for the PSAT Exam 

Tamarac juniors have until Friday, Oct. 9 to sign 
up for the PSAT exam that will be administered 
Oct. 14 at 7:30 a.m. 

The Counseling Center encourages all juniors to 
sign up for the exam, which is a very important 
tool used in the college application process as a 
preparatory exam for the SAT. 

Registration takes place in the Counseling Center 
until Oct. 9. A $13 fee is required at the time of 
registration; if paying with a check, please make it 
out to "Brittonkill Central Schools.” 



Fourth Graders Learn About Crayfish in Science Classes 

Tamarac fourth graders 
are learning about crayfish 
in their science classes 
this year, getting an oppor-
tunity to care for them and 
record information such as 
what they eat and what 
habitats they prefer.  

“It’s a fun way to start the 
school year while also 
teaching our students 
about science,” said 
teacher Lori Hamm. 

Students first were asked to list what they already knew about crayfish. Stu-
dents then learned about the different body parts of the crayfish, and what 
traits they learn and what ones are inherited. 

“How do they defend themselves?” Hamm asked her class as students shot 
their hands up, eager to provide an answer. 

“They use their pinchers,” said one student. “They tuck their tails under-
neath them,” said another student. 

As the lesson progresses, students learn how crayfish mouths don’t move 
up and down like a human’s mouth but side to side. Students also will learn 
how the animals breathe as they drop harmless food coloring in the water 
and see how the crayfish’s gills absorb the water and breathe it out. After 
the science lessons are complete, the crayfish will be released in the wild. 

To see more photos, visit the school website, www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 

Tamarac Students to Participate in Breast Cancer Walk 

On Sunday, Oct. 18, the Class of 2012 will participate in the 2009 Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk at the Washington Park Parade 
Grounds in Albany. The event starts at noon. 

Any parents or community members interested in joining students in the 
walk are welcome to attend. Please see the school website, 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us for additional information. 

Don’t Forget: No School for 

Columbus Day, Monday October 12 

Free Strengthening Families Workshop  

The award-winning, six-week Strengthening Families 
workshop program will return this month to Tamarac. 

This program helps parents and children in Grades 4 
– 8 increase communication, set boundaries, talk 
about issues facing families today, and develop 
strategies that set limits with love. The workshop is 
unique in that both parents and kids come together. 

The workshops run on the following Thursdays: Oct. 
15, Oct. 22, Oct. 29, Nov. 5, Nov. 12, and Nov. 19. 
The workshops are held in the High School cafeteria 
at 6 p.m., with dinner served at 5:30 p.m. at the Oct. 
15 and Nov. 19 workshops. 

For more information, please visit the school website, 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. or call Lois Rondeau at 
279-4600 ext. 2708. 

Seniors Recognized for Excellence 

Two Tamarac seniors were recently honored for their 
outstanding scores on the Preliminary SAT/National 
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

Laura Colaneri was named a National Merit Scholar-
ship Program semi-finalist after placing in the top 1 
percent of students taking the exam. Each year, 
more than 1.5 million students take the test. Laura 
was one of just 16,000 students nationwide to be 
named a semi-finalist. She also qualifies for the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship. 

Sheila Smith was named a Commended Student for 
her outstanding scores on the exam as well. Sheila 
finished in the top 5 percent of students who took the 
test. Sheila also was recently named a Scholar Lau-
reate by the American Council of Teachers of Rus-
sian. Congratulations! 

Information About College Open 

Houses and Scholarships 

Does your student need information about 
college open houses or scholarships? 

Make sure they stop by the High School 
Counseling Center which has regularly up-
dated information about what colleges are 
offering open houses and scholarships that 
are available. 

Parents are also welcome to call the Coun-
seling Center whenever they have a question 
at 279-4600 ext. 2406. 

 

Tamarac Students Show 

School Pride 

There was plenty of Tamarac 
cheer on Oct. 2 as students 
held pep rallies to cheer on the 
Bengals sports teams. Students 
filled both the High School gym-
nasium and multi-purpose to 
loudly cheer for their class-
mates. 

To see photos from the events 
please visit the school website, 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 


