
District Expects $784,804 Cut in State Aid 
Under Governor’s Budget Proposal 

 
Governor David Paterson's proposed 2010-2011 ex-
ecutive budget, which was released Tuesday, January 
19, cuts state funding to Brunswick schools. 
Under the Governor’s proposed budget, Brunswick 
(Brittonkill) Central School District would see a reduc-
tion of $784,804 or a 9.92 percent cut in state aid next 
school year. 
The Governor’s budget proposal indicates that Foun-
dation Aid – aid on most operating expenses – would 
remain flat through 2011-2012. The Governor also has 
proposed a one-time $1.4 billion reduction to certain 
aid categories. 
State aid accounts for approximately 46 percent of 
Brunswick’s 2009-2010 school budget. It is one of two 
main sources of revenue for Tamarac schools, the 
other being local property taxes. 
“We certainly recognize New York State is facing a 
large deficit. However, the cuts in state aid that Gover-
nor Paterson has proposed would have a significant 
impact on our budget and would make it difficult for 
Tamarac schools to continue to offer the quality edu-
cation our community expects,” said Superintendent 
Lou McIntosh. 
McIntosh noted that it’s difficult at this point to deter-
mine what the proposed state aid cuts will mean to 
Tamarac schools because the figures are not yet final-
ized. The state Legislature will weigh in on Governor 
Paterson’s proposal before school aid is finalized for 
2010-2011. 
School district administrators have already begun 
planning for the 2010-2011 budget. With the release 
of the Governor’s proposed budget, the district now 
has a better sense of revenues for next year and will 
refine the 2010-2011 budget in the upcoming months. 
The district will continue to apprise the community of 
the budget process as it continues. 

Students Learn About Caribbean Music and Culture 
The weather outside may have been cold but this month Tamarac students 
enjoyed the warm, island sounds of steel drums brought by a music 
teacher from Watertown and a band of students. 

The River Rat Rhythm Project visited Tamarac schools on January 8, per-
forming a concert and engaging students in workshops. The group consists 
of music teacher Dan Hammond and students of various ages and abilities. 

The purpose of the group, 
Hammond explained, is to en-
gage communities and stu-
dents in a celebration of the 
music and culture associated 
with Caribbean music. The 
group’s visit was paid through 
a Learn and Serve America 
grant. 

“We certainly enjoy performing 
the music and having it heard 
but we also hope to educate as 
well,” Hammond said. 

Presenting to middle and high school students, Hammond explained how 
the steel drums are all man-made. The instruments originated with oil bar-
rels that individuals used as they performed protest music. Each drum has 
different sized indentations pounded into the metal. The larger the size, the 
deeper the sound it makes. 

Tamarac students then got an opportu-
nity to try the instruments for them-
selves, learning how to play them with 
the help from students of the River Rat 
Rhythm Project. 

The music was a particular hit with ele-
mentary students, who rocked their 
heads and hopped up and down in their 
seats to the music during an afternoon 
concert. Hammond also worked with 
elementary students, giving them an op-
portunity to play a variety of drums. The 
biggest challenge turned out to be con-
trolling the children’s excitement as they 
anxiously waited to play the instruments. 

“I love the sound when you all play together,” Hammond told the students 
after they quickly learned to play a short song. 

Tamarac music teacher Kevin Barcomb explained that he organized the 
group’s visit to Tamarac as a way to expose students to not only a style of 
music they might not be familiar with but also the Caribbean culture. He 
also praised the message of the River Rat Rhythm Project, which seeks to 
involve students of a variety of ages and musical abilities. 

“I was hoping to expose them to a different music and culture. Hopefully 
they get inspired by it, particularly seeing students involved in something so 
positive,” Barcomb said. 

To see more photos, visit the school website, www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 

Half Day for Students - Friday, January 29 
There will be a half day for all Tamarac students on 
Friday, January 29 due to a Staff Development Day. 

• Elementary students will dismiss at 11:40 a.m. 

• Students in grades 6-12 will dismiss at 10:32 a.m. 

Wrestling Team Earns First League Title 
The Tamarac High School Wrestling Team earned the 
school its first Wasaren League regular season title in 
school history on January 14 by edging out Granville, 
40-39. Congratulations to our athletes and coaches! 



Report Cards Heading Home 
Report cards for the second quarter will be headed home in the 
beginning of February. 

Elementary school report cards are expected be sent home with 
students on Monday, February 1. 

Report cards for students in grades 6-12 will be mailed home to 
parents and are expected to arrive the first week of February. 

Student Artwork Exhibited at Siena College 
Ten Tamarac second grade students had their artwork selected 
for the 23rd annual Martin Luther King Jr. Art Invitational at Siena 
College. 

In honor of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, students 
worked for weeks on post-
ers that incorporated the 
theme of peace achieved 
through strong character. 

Students tie-dyed paper 
and used symbols of 
peace to illustrate their 
work. In addition to the 
word “peace”, art classes 
incorporated school char-
acter words such as com-
passion, acceptance, hon-
esty and fairness. 

The ten posters selected 
for the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Art Invitational were put 
on display at Siena Col-
lege as part of the univer-
sity’s annual lecture and 
art series. The remaining posters created by Tamarac second 
graders are on display in the elementary school. 

Students selected for the Siena College exhibit are: Emily Dud-
woire, Blake Dunteman, Zachary Forette, Will Johnson, Zachary 
Krill, Tray Lapham, Sean Pusatere, Aaron Stillman, Ainsley Whit-
tet and Spencer Yetto. 

To read more about what Tamarac students worked on in recog-
nition of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., visit the school website, 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us.  

RPI Graduate Student Speaks to Science Classes 
Tamarac students recently learned first hand what a graduate 
student at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute is doing to try to 
combat the HIV virus that causes AIDS. 

Jacob Martin visited middle school science and high school biol-
ogy classes as he described his work at the university as he pur-
sues a doctorate in chemical engineering. He explained chemi-
cal engineers can work in a lot of fields, from working for NASA 
to developing alternative fuels to improving medicine. 

“The reason I got into it was to help people,” Martin explained. 

Martin provided 
an overview of 
viruses that corre-
lated with stu-
dents’ lessons. 
He explained 
there are count-
less viruses, from 
those that cause 
the common cold 
to one that 
causes rabies. 

The HIV virus is 
particularly dam-

aging because it attacks the body’s immune system, Martin said. 
“That’s why it’s so difficult, because it fights your body’s natural 
ability to protect itself,” he said. 

Using pieces of wood attached with Velcro, Martin simulated 
how a virus uses a strong bond to attach to the outside of a cell. 
The virus then penetrates the cell and multiplies until the cell is 
overwhelmed and breaks, releasing more viruses into the body. 

Martin explained his work on the HIV virus focuses on trying to 
prevent the virus from mutating by preventing it from attaching 
and getting into the cells. While medication can control many of 
the symptoms of AIDS, the HIV virus that causes the disease 
becomes part of the cell’s DNA so it is with someone for life. 
Once an individual stops taking medication, therefore, the symp-
toms will reappear. 

Martin noted scientists have made a lot of progress in learning 
how the HIV virus acts but questions still remain about why it 
acts the way it does. “There’s still a lot to learn,” he told stu-

BEEP Afterschool Program Seeks Volunteers 
The Brittonkill Educational Enrichment Program (BEEP) is look-
ing for adult volunteers to assist in classrooms this year. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please visit the school web-
site, www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us, for contact information. 

BEEP is an afterschool enrichment program for Elementary stu-
dents that runs on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 3:30 to 
5:30 p.m. from February 23 until March 31. A list of courses will 
be sent home to parents with students the week of January 25. 

NYS Regents Exams - January 26 - 29 
New York State Regents Exams will be held Tuesday, January 
26 through Friday, January 29. A schedule of exams is avail-
able on the school website, www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 
Please note these exams are for students who are making up or 
retaking Regents exams; all other students will attend classes as 
normal. All students who need to take an exam will be reminded 
by his/her counselor prior to January 26. 


