
Students Treat Senior Citizens to Concert and Luncheon 
Having just enjoyed a concert performed by Tamarac students, senior 
citizens Betty Larkin, Betty Zepf and Pat Finnen sat down in the High School 
gymnasium for lunch. 

It was the first time the long-time friends 
had attended the school’s Senior Citizen 
Concert and Luncheon, but certainly not 
their last, they quickly noted. 

“The music was wonderful. They must have 
put a lot of hard work into it. They were just 
as good as Glenn Miller,” said Ms. Zepf. “It’s 
a nice treat. It gives you a lift. You don’t get 
a chance to hear music played like that.” 

“It’s nice to see the kids,” added Ms. Larkin. 
“And the lunch was very good and so well 
organized.” 

The 16th Annual Senior Citizen Concert and 
Luncheon once again drew hundreds of 
area seniors to Tamarac on November 12. 
The event is organized by students in the 
Key Club and National Honor Society. 

Filling up the district auditorium, seniors tapped their feet and enthusiasti-
cally applauded as the high school Jazz Ensemble, Choralaires and Concert 
Band performed a variety of songs, including popular favorites “Puttin’ on 
the Ritz” and “Gospel John”. 

After the concert, seniors made their way to the gymnasium where they en-
joyed a lunch organized by students. As students served beverages, seniors 
stopped to thank them and congratulate them for the musical performances. 

Gloria Fonda, director of the Troy Area Senior Service Center, explained 
she brought a van of seniors to the event. She said their only regret was 
they wished the concert could have kept going. 

“They had a great time. I didn’t think we were in front of students. If you 
closed your eyes, you thought it was professional musicians. We were danc-
ing in our seats,” Ms. Fonda said. “They love the day out. This kind of com-
mitment they see from the kids, caring about senior citizens, means so 
much to them.” 

For more photos or to listen to mp3s of student concert performances, visit 
www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 

Fathers and Grandfathers Come to School 
to Help Kindergartners Carve Pumpkins 

There was plenty of excitement at Tamarac Elemen-
tary School on October 22 as the school held its 
annual pumpkin carving activity. 

Dads, grandfathers and uncles visited kindergarten 
classrooms to lead groups of students in lessons on 
pumpkin carving. 

Principal Karen Led-
erman explained the 
activity is specifically 
designed for fathers, 
grandfathers and 
uncles since mothers 
are traditionally more 
involved in school 
activities. 

“It’s a nice way for 
them to visit their 
children and get involved in our school community,” 
she said. “And the students absolutely love it.” 

Fathers, grandfathers and uncles did the difficult work 
of cutting open the pumpkins but students also 
helped, pulling out the insides. They then supervised 
closely as visitors carved the Jack O Lanterns. 

“The dads, grandpas and uncles were able to take 
home the pumpkins after their hard work at school,” 
said teacher Kathryn Tully. “A great time was had by 
all and many special memories were made!” 

To see more photos, visit www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 

Reminder for Parents About Cafeteria Charges Policy 
Food Services Director Joy Wright would like to remind parents that if their 
student owes more than three lunch charges, those charges must be paid 
before the student can receive a full lunch. 

Students can only receive a sandwich, fruit and milk for lunch until the 
charges are paid. 

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause but it is necessary to 
keep the Food Service program a self-funded program. 

For more information please contact Ms. Wright at 279-4600 ext. 2208 or 
by e-mailing her at jwright@brittonkill.k12.ny.us. 

Elementary Students Pick Out Books to 
Read at PTSA Book Fair 

Students at Tamarac Elementary School visited 
the school library in October to find books they're 
interested in owning. 

The annual PTSA 
Book Fair provides 
students an oppor-
tunity to make a list 
of books which 
parents can then 
purchase at a 
discounted price. 

Thank you to the 
Brittonkill PTSA for 
organizing the 
event which helps 
encourage a love 
of reading in our youngest learners. 



Sixth Grader Camille Gardner Wins Spelling Bee 
Competing against students from fifth to eighth grade, sixth 
grader Camille Gardner won the 8th Annual Tamarac Spelling 
Bee on November 5. 

Camille correctly spelled 
“cinematographer” to win the 
competition, which was held in the 
district auditorium, packed with 
cheering students and parents. 

By winning the competition, Camille 
will compete in the Regional Spelling 
Bee held at Proctor’s Theatre in 
Schenectady on February 9. 

This year’s Spelling Bee was a youth movement compared to 
past competitions, with fifth grader Grace Morton and sixth 
grader Alida Scecchitano finishing as runners up. 

Not only did students have to spell increasingly difficult words 
but they had to do so in front of a large audience. As often 
happens in the Spelling Bee, two students were knocked out of 
the first round by misspelling simple words too quickly. 

“Boy, that was embarrassing,” eighth grader Dylan Morgan said 
into the microphone after misspelling a word, drawing laughs 
and applause from the audience. 

Elementary School Librarian Janice Toomajian, who helped 
organize the event, noted students competing in the Spelling 
Bee earned a place by winning classroom competitions. 

“Only one goes on to the Regional Spelling Bee but all of you 
are winners or you wouldn’t be on this stage,” she said. 

Thanks to the Brittonkill PTSA who provided funding to 
purchase materials for the district spelling bee. 

Students of the Month Recognized Before Peers 
As part of the Middle School’s new Character Education initiative, 
students in grades six through eight were recognized in front of 
their classmates as Students of the Month. 

“I think it’s important to recognize students in front of their peers, to 
see what they’ve done and motivate all students to make good 
decisions,” said Middle School Counselor Susan Grimmick. 

Students of the Month for September and October were 
announced during each class’ lunch period on November 3. As 
each student was called up to receive an award, their classmates 
cheered for them. 

Assistant Principal Christopher Rockwell explained that in previous 
years Students of the Month awards were given out during home-
room. But with the Middle School starting a Character Education 
program this year as part of the district’s priorities, school officials 
decided it was better to recognize students more publically. 
Students are nominated for the awards by their teachers. 

 “We want to bring these awards more to the forefront,” said Mr. 
Rockwell. “These students will now be role models for their 
classmates.” 

To see the Students of the Month, visit www.brittonkill.k12.ny.us.  

Key Club Helps Community with Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross received some much needed blood 
donations thanks to the Tamarac Key Club. 

Tamarac students worked with the Red Cross to hold a blood drive 
on November 3. 

Senior Robyn 
Caldwell explained 
both students and 
community members 
come out for the an-
nual blood drive, which 
fits into the Key Club's 
mission of improving 
communities through 
volunteer work. 

"It's just a way for us to help out the community," Robyn said. 

Food Pantry Stocks Shelves Thanks to Students 
The Brunswick Cares Community Food Pantry was able to 
stock its shelves with 430 food items thanks to a food drive 
organized by Tamarac students. 

On October 22, students donated 
the food items and heard from Erin 
Hvizdak from the Food Pantry. Ms. 
Hvizdak talked about the help they 
provide to those in need, not only 
food but assistance with housing, 
health care and other services. 

In the past four years, there has 
been a 46 percent increase in the number of people needing 
emergency food assistance nationally, explained teacher Helen 
Findlay. She noted half of those receiving assistance have jobs. 

“When people are faced with the problem of choosing to pay 
rent or a mortgage, utilities or buying food, food is the only item 
that they control in their living expense budget so it gets cut,” 
Ms. Findlay told students. 


